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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

6:10, Mee Room

12 November 2009

I.
Call to Order 


Meeting called to order at 6:10 PM.
II.
Quorum Roll Call

In absentia:  Chatham (arrived late), Yani (arrived late), Clemente, Lebe (arrived late), Taylor (arrived late), Limon (Navid as substitute)
III.
Presentations

IV.  
Status of Legislation Previously Passed 


All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.

V.
Introduction of New Legislation
Authored by:  

DIETRICH

Co-authored by: 
De La Mora

Introduced by: 
Zwald

Referred to:  

Academic Affairs Commission

An ASUCD Senate resolution in support of online publication of Student Evaluations of Courses and Instructors (SECI).

Authored by: 

TAYLOR



Introduced by:

Taylor

Referred to:

Internal Affairs Commission

An ASUCD Senate Bill to include “Digital Recordings” in the Public Records Section of the Bylaws.

Authored by: 

TAYLOR


Introduced by:

Taylor

Referred to:

Internal Affairs Commission

An ASUCD Senate Bill to clarify limits of questioning appointees during conformation by the ASUCD Senate.

Authored by:  

DIETRICH

Co-authored by:  
Harper, Schaefer

Introduced by:  
Witana

Referred to:  

External Affairs Commission

An Associated Students, University of California, Davis (ASUCD) Senate Resolution in support of an ordinance requiring the return of interest earned on security deposits in the City of Davis.  

Authored by: 

YANI

Co-authored by: 
Garrett
Introduced by:

Garrett


Referred to:

Business and Finance Commission

Recommendation:
Business and Finance Commission

      An ASUCD Senate bill to allocate $1,190.75 from capital reserves to purchase a computer for             

      STS/Tipsy Taxi.

VI.
Public Discussion 

Yani:  I’ve been getting a lot of requests about getting new computers for all sorts of units, so every week, on Fridays at 10 AM, I’m going to be holding INC.

Gold:  I was at a bookstore planning meeting this week, and they’re 65% done with architectural planning.  They are wondering where they are going to move the bookstore during the construction.  One option they gave was to use the east hall, and move our units into the basement again.  Another option is to rent a space downtown.  I was wondering what you all thought about this.  

Hartstein:  The director of one of the units that got moved to the basement, Campus Copies/Classical Notes, will be here later tonight, and I’m sure she’d be happy to talk to you about that.

Raridon:  As you all may know, next week is the Regents’ decision on whether or not to raise fees.  A number of people are planning on going to Berkeley on the 18th, so I’d encourage you all to go.  

VII.
Public Announcements  

Hartstein:  The legislation writing clinic is on Monday at 5:10 PM in the Garrison Room.  I hope you will all forward the email I sent you to your commissions.  Hopefully we’ll have a good turnout.

Sydney:  Elections end tomorrow at 8 AM.

Percoco:  We’re having a fundraiser at the Habit Burger for Safe Boats this week; also, I need more recommendations for the Hottie Hot Hot competition.

Smith:  The ECAC will be having their Pass the Plate event on the 17th.  We will also be posting for winter hiring.  

Garrett:  How does one participate in Pass the Plate?

Smith:  Just shoot me an email and let me know what you want to make and what the ingredients are, and what culture it represents.

Yani:  Just a clarification, the INC meeting won’t start tomorrow because of the short notice; it will start next week.  Next Wednesday at 5 PM there is tentatively going to be a sort of mixer for people to get to know each other.

Navid:  The Last Lecture Series will be taking place on the 17th in Griffin Lounge.  There will be free pizza; you all are invited to come.

Torres:  I just wanted to let everyone know that there will be 80 UCD students traveling to San Diego tomorrow for the Students of Color Conference, so thank you to ASUCD for your funding.

Raridon:  We will be doing an alternative version of the Vagina Monologues, called the Genital Soliloquies.  

VIII. 
Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes 

No objection to approving the past meeting’s minutes.
IX.
Unit Director Reports

X.
Ex-Officio Reports 

A.
Commission Chairs
Navid:  On Monday, we had our weekly meeting from 7-8 PM, and Amy Hartstein conducted the parli-pro workshop, which was really helpful.  Tuesday, we finalized the design for the Last Lecture Series posters, which I printed today at Campus Copies.  I also ordered the food for the event.  

Williams:  Monday, I held office hours, Tuesday, I had my past time and I voted.  I attended GASC until it was time for my meeting.  On Wednesday I did not hold office hours because of the holiday.

Moosavi:  On Monday, I had office hours and held the EPPC meeting, where we worked on planning the e-waste recycling event, which will be November 30th- December 4th.  We also decided on events for the rest of the year.  On Wednesday, I had a meeting with the CCE about a Music event in the spring with EarthJustice.  

 Hartstein:  On Monday, I met with Darwin and we talked about being a chair.  I held office hours.  At the IAC meeting, we saw SB #13, 15, and I authored #16.  We tabled #14 for a week because the authors had to leave and it was the ECAC’s turn for the room.  I also did the Parli-Pro workshop for the AAC.  On Tuesday, I held office hours, met with five chairs all at once in the Senate Office, and attended B&F, where they passed my bills.  I also had IAC bonding; Sergio made enchiladas.  On Thursday, I held office hours.  Please tell everyone to come to the legislation writing clinic!  RSVP to the Facebook event; we want a good turnout!
Percoco:  I met with Scott Brayton for Aggie Pack.  EAC bonding is this Saturday.  We will also be publicizing the Blood Drive on Saturday at the farmers’ market.  The commissioners posted flyers around the school and in downtown businesses for the blood drive.  I spoke to Greg Dizon this week.  I also went to the candidate social in Tercero, held office hours, and met with some chairs.  We are holding a chair meeting next week.  I had four commissioners come to the meeting.    

Smith:  I held office hours today.  During our commission meeting on Monday, we decided on commission t-shirts.  Commission bonding will be on November 23rd.  ECAC is having their ECAC Presents Pass the Plate event Tuesday, November 17th at 7-8:30 PM in the East Conference Room of the MU.  I went to Savemart to get donations for ECAC’s event for water, soda, juice, napkins, etc.  I also typed up a donation letter template for current and future use.  The ECAC will be posting up winter commission openings.    
B.
Outreach Assembly Speaker 
Fleshman:  We have a full assembly now, so we can vote on the grant process that I’ve been working on.  We had an electronic meeting this week because of the number of people going home.  We sent our reports to each other.  We will be playing OA jeopardy next week; it’s really fun, so make sure you come.  I emailed out the Zimride email to my assembly.  I did not attend the commission get-together; I didn’t get the memo.  I voted, and I got engaged.  

C.
ASUCD Controller


This week I went to long range plan meetings, prepared for the Media Board meeting, and planned an ASUCD fall mixer.  I also wrote a couple of pieces of legislation.  And I got engaged to Taylor.

XII.
Elected Officer Reports 
A. President
Chatham:  Lately, I’ve been working on several projects.  Wireless internet has been going well; I have another meeting regarding it on Friday.  They will be moving wireless into the big lecture halls and the other areas we’ve asked them to.  We’ve been working on cell phone coverage on campus.  We’ve arranged a meeting with Verizon, but we’ve encountered some legal hitches.  We’ve been working on video podcasting.  We’ve also been working with Student Affairs regarding how furlough programs will be affecting ASCUD.  We’re also working a lot on advocacy, getting our team geared up for the year.

B. Vice President
Dietrich:  I rode around on a golf cart and promoted ASUCD elections.

C. ASUCD Senators

Torres:  This week I went over the Campus Center for the Environment art project guidelines; things should be solidified next week.  I underwent facilitation training for the REACH retreat, and I voted in the ASUCD election.  I also wrapped up planning for the UC Davis delegation to the Student of Color Conference.  I attended the 10th annual Chicana/Chicano Latina/Latino Leadership retreat, a beautiful experience.  Lastly, I attended the planning committee for the REACH retreat.  

Zwald:  This week I held office hours on Monday to offset for Wednesday.  I attended AAC and GASC, and I helped write the Entertainment Council’s long-range plan.  I voted.  I have been ill this week.  

Rouhafza:  This week I met with Adam Darbonne and spoke with Scott Judson about a possible ASUCD and Aggie Pack collaboration.  I met with my interns, as well as with Jan Gong about Bloodsource and platform issues.  I spoke with Thongxy about platform issues, I voted, and I sent a lot of emails to different clubs.  I didn’t hold office hours or attend commission meetings, so I’m going to all commissions next week.
Lebe:  I got in contact with Maryum regarding the Regents’ meeting, I held office hours, and I voted.  I also went to B&F and volunteered for elections.

Pulido:  I attended the National Hispana Leadership Institute Executive Leadership Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  I also attended the candidates’ forum, and I trained three beautiful candidates for the debate.  I contacted Chancellor Katehi regarding the CIW resolution and sustainability on campus.  Tomorrow I will hold office hours in AMC or the lounge.  I will be looking into the Aggie Job link at the ICC.  I’ve been in contact with the EC.  I voted.

Witana:  On Saturday, I attended the Cal Poly vs. Davis football game, and on Sunday I helped set up for the Davis bean feed with special guest Senator Barbara Boxer.  On Monday, I attended the Segundo ice cream social, and I held office hours.  On Tuesday, I voted, volunteered for the Elections Committee, and attended B&F and the Tercero ice cream social.  I am currently drafting a Senate Resolution to support non-partisan voter registration in the dorms with senator Zwald.  

Gold:  I attended the bookstore expansion committee meeting, and I met with Brett Burns.  I held office hours, worked on a Senate project, and I met with a Greek advisor to discuss policy.  I also volunteered at elections.

Garrett:  On Monday, I attended IAC and held office hours.  On Tuesday, I attended B&F.  Other than that, I voted in the ASUCD elections and I talked to Maryum briefly about driving down to the Regents’ meeting last week.  I still don’t know what’s going down in that department.

Taylor:  On Monday I met with the Marketing coordinator for TAPS, the VP of Marketing for Zimride, and President Joe Chatham to discuss ways to spread the word about Zimride to students.  I held office hours on Tuesday from 2-3 PM, and Thursday from 8-10 AM and 2-3 PM in the ASUCD Senate office.  On Wednesday, I wrote two pieces of legislation concerning the Public Records Bylaws, and the questioning of appointees, which will be introduced today.  Unfortunately, I will be unable to attend the Media Board meeting tomorrow due to a prior work obligation, and I am looking for a replacement if any Senator is interested in going in my place.

Massoudi:  I held office hours on Tuesday and Thursday.  I will meet with Brett Burns tomorrow at noon to discuss the EC/KDVS home.  I had a busy week with midterms and papers; I wasn’t able to be too productive outside of classes.  I voted in ASUCD elections.

Patrizio:  I met with the Financial Aid Department and reserved rooms for Financial Aid Week in February.  I met with the Unitrans director, and I attended the Candidate forum meet-and-greet.  I held office hours, had a meeting with President Chatham, and I celebrated veterans!  

Raridon:  GASC had an amazingly efficient meeting where we decided the events, structure, and specific dates for Generation Sex Week.  I initiated steps to reinvigorate the Queer Student Union, and I contacted a sexual assault awareness and advocacy group to put on a workshop about consent for Generation Sex Week.  I began organizing a masculinity panel for the week, and I communicated with Adam Zimbardo about a sex and mental health event.  I had a meeting with the Gender Education Program coordinator to check on the status of the GE program and CVPP.  I also began preparing for the Western Regional LGBTQQIIA Conference in SLO.  Lastly, I processed the SOCC cosponsorship and got placards.  

XIII.
New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks 
Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements

See attachment.  

XIV.  
Consideration of Old Legislation
A. SB #13  Garrett
Garrett:  This is the bill that a couple of other people said they would write at the end of last quarter.  It’s basically just to avoid multiple expenditures on a single bill, which we all know posed a huge problem last quarter. 

Williams:  We liked this bill in Business and Finance.  It’s basically the anti-omnibus bill.  It makes our job a lot easier.

Hartstein:  We very much liked this bill also.  Our commission discussed cases in the past when it’s been an issue.

Public Discussion:

Massoudi motions to move into Senate Discussion.

Senate Discussion:

Raridon:  I’m just going to come out and say it.  This seems like a response to the ethnic grad bill of last year.  I think that a bill like this doesn’t truly increase transparency, but rather makes it more difficult for people in the community to access the resources that ASUCD has to offer.

Torres:  To echo that, I also see this as a response to the ethnic grad bill of last year.  I’m not necessarily against this, but I saw that bill as a really beautiful example of how people could work together to get funding.

Patrizio:  I don’t think this is a response to the content or the intent of the ethnic grad bill, but it’s more a response to the structure of the ethnic grad bill.  The issues we have are structural.  I do support this because I don’t think it will affect the likelihood that a good budget will get funding.

Lebe:  I agree; it is a direct response.  But I don’t think that makes this bill negative.  I think it allows for increase budgetary transparency.  It allows the senate to scrutinize a bill, and gives it a better chance of getting passed.

Williams:  Last year in B&F with the ethnic grad bill, we basically had to split it into 6 different bills anyway to look at the individual numbers.  It would have been so much easier to consider if it had already been divided into separate bills.  But instead, if one of its aspects didn’t achieve our standards, we had to fail the whole bill.  We want to support fiscally responsible events without having to douse the whole thing.

Pulido:  I just wanted to clarify that the ethnic grad bill didn’t come down to all-pass, all-fail; we looked at each and every line individually.

Garrett:  Although certain events last year did inspire me to write this, many people, including Joemar, said that they would write this.  When we were considering that bill last year, people expressed their discomfort that it was all lumped together.  In general, this can lead to difficult decisions in the future.  I’m not trying to alienate any communities; this could happen in the future for a number of other things.  I think a bill should be considered for its own merit, not based on the fact that its components are not all strong.  Everything we pass in the senate should be fiscally responsible, and this will help with that.  The bill does leave some room for interpretation.  I’m not trying to stop any members of the public from writing bills.

Pulido:  I don’t disagree with this at all; I was just upset with the comment regarding the connection to the ethnic grad bill.
Garrett:  In B&F there were many people on the commission who said that they had seen multiple bills get passed or failed based on their omnibus nature, and I just don’t want to see that happen any more.

Hartstein:  This bill removes an excuse to fail something.  I wasn’t here for ethnic grad, but I’ve seen examples of this in the past.  For those who want to learn to write spending bills, I encourage them to come to my legislation writing clinic on Monday.

Patrizio calls Senate Bill #13 to question.

In a roll call vote of 9-0-3, Senate Bill #13 passes.

Abstentions:  Torres, Taylor (absent), Clemente (absent)
B. SB#15   Garrett
Garrett:  Essentially, this bill puts the power in the commission for them to decide what they consider to be an appropriate budget.  

Williams:  We liked this bill; it’s really what we make anyone who comes to us do anyway.  It allows us to talk about the nuts and bolts of the bill for a little longer.  I think some people would have liked to see the language a little harsher, but other than that, it’s a good bill.

Gold:  For chair Williams, what is the harsher language you guys were looking for?
Williams:  An itemized budget is really the minimum for what we need to see a bill.  But it looks like the authors are more than willing to talk about the language of this bill…
Hartstein:  We made the things not absolutely required because they do evaluate different aspects of the bill; having a little bit of wiggle room we thought was a good compromise.

Torres:  I motion to include the words “when available” at the end of line 13.


Gold objects.

Gold:  I think the word “should” already denotes that it’s not mandatory.  

With a roll call vote of 9-1-2, the amendment is made.
Patrizio:  I think the ambiguity is nice, because it allows the commission to make the ultimate decision.  But who will be responsible for enforcing this?

Garrett:  The idea is for whoever is introducing the bill to inform the author that they need an itemized budget.  Now, the enforcement falls with the commission chairs.  It puts power in the hands of the commission.

Patrizio:  So it is possible that we could still have a bill with an improper budget pass through the commission and still make it to the Senate?  If a commission sees a bill that doesn’t meet this guideline, who is in charge of enforcing this?

Garrett:  A senator can state that it is in violation of the bylaws, and it would be the chair’s fault for letting it get passed.

Gold:  I have the same concern.  I feel that the commission chairs might get caught up in their own events and forget to enforce this.  Also, why isn’t the senate included in this?

Garrett:  The reason is for urgent spending bills.  Those will be up to the Senate to decide if the budget is appropriate or not.  

Gold:  One thing I would like to see that if any single line item is over a certain amount of money, say $500, it needs to be justified.  

Garrett:  I understand where you’re coming from; however, all your concerns should be addressed by the itemized budget.  This is to expedite the process of commissions seeing these bills.  It’s to formalize what’s essentially being put into practice right now.  If we were to make this more strict, it would be harder to pass because of people’s objections as to what is appropriate.  You can add another bill later, but I think this is a good first step.  

Gold motions to move into Senate discussion.

Senate Discussion:  

Smith:  I don’t know when SGAO will post it, but my commission has already drawn up our requirements for funding bills.  We require people to email the chair the funding proposal and the budget beforehand.  We used the Students of Color Conference bill as our model for this.

Patrizio:  I’m not against this; I think it’s a good step in the right direction.  It now gives us a bylaw to quote in this situation.  It is vague, but I think it’s hard to write a bylaw like this that isn’t vague.

Senate Bill #15 is called to question.

Senate Bill #15 passes unanimously.
C. SB#16   IAC
Hartstein:  I started writing this bill last year with the old unit director.  I took it up again this year with Chelsea, and now it reflects how the move has affected the unit.  

Williams:  We saw this on Tuesday.  We’d like to see Campus Copies/Classical Notes advertised more; other than that, it’s a pretty good bill.

Public Discussion:

Garrett:  I saw this in INC and B&F and it addresses all their problems really well.  I think it’s solid, so unless anyone objects, I’d like to move into Senate Discussion.

Senate Discussion:

Moosavi:  I just wanted to comment on how I don’t see anything about recycling on here…  The recycling materials can be obtained through R4.

Senate Bill #16 is called to question.
No objections to passing Senate Bill #16.
XV. 
Other Business

Dietrich:  As many of you know, next week is the last week for 6 of our senators.  You will each have 10 minutes for a speech.  We will also be swearing in 6 new senators.  

Lebe:  Last week we talked about attending the Regents’ meeting.  With the new schedule, we’d only need to be there on Wednesday and Thursday, and I can no longer go.  There is $200 in the transportation budget for this, so if anyone is interested, please contact Maryum.

Witana motions for a ten-minute break at 7:16 PM.

Meeting resumes at 7:26 PM.
XVI. 
Public Discussion
XVII. Any Other Business

Patrizio motions to adjourn at 7:29 PM.

No objections to adjournment.

XVIII. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:29 PM.
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