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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS
6:10, Mee Room

6 May 2010
I.    Call to Order


Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM. 

II.   Quorum Call


Absent:  Zwald, Ekhator (arrived late), Ho.
III.  Presentations
IV.   Status of Legislation Previously Passed

All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.
V.    Introduction of New Legislation
Authored by: 

HUTCHISON




Co-authored by:
Rombi


Introduced by: 

Rombi

Referred to: 

AAC




EAC

An ASUCD Senate Resolution in support of institutionalizing priority registration for ROTC cadets.

Authored by: 

Ekhator

Co-Authored by: 
Ratliff

Introduced by: 

Ekhator

Referred to: 

ECAC




B&F
A senate bill to allocate $1,000.00 from senate reserves to Black Family Week for Black Family Day 2010 on May 22, 2010. 
Authored by: 
 
JUAREZ




 
Introduced by: 

Juarez 

Referred to:

AAC




EAC




ECAC
An ASUCD Senate resolution in opposition of House Bill (HB) 2281, passed by the Arizona legislature on April 29, 2010, banning ethnic studies courses in all K-12 public and charter schools.
Authored by: 

RAMACHANDRAN

Co-authored by: 
Chen, Maemura, Menovske, Stone

Introduced by:

Juarez

Referred to:

IAC




B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to implement the Long-Range Plan for Cal Aggie Camp.

Authored By:  

CASTILLO-RUIZ

Introduced By:  
Castillo-Ruiz

Referred to: 

ECAC

B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $1,190.50 to the Filipino Grad.
Authored by: 

Ho

Co-authored by:  
Mezhvinsky, Fontaine 

Introduced by: 

Ho

Referred to: 

B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $3,395 from Capital Reserves to purchase a new Canon XH-A1s high-definition digital video camera for AGTV.

Authored by: 

MENOVSKE

Co-Authored by: 
Ho

Introduced by: 

Menovske

Referred to: 

EPPC




B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $400.00 from Capital Reserves to purchase nine (9) fruit trees to be planted on campus for student use.

Authored by: 

Lee

Co-authored by: 
Burkel

Introduced by: 

Lee

Referred to: 

B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $11,824.00 from Capital Reserves to purchase Point of Sales equipment and services for the Bike Barn.   

Authored By:  

CASTILLO-RUIZ

Introduced By:  
Castillo-Ruiz

Referred to: 

ECAC




B&F
An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $1,351 to the Chicana/o Grad.

Authored By:  

CASTILLO-RUIZ

Co-Authored By:  
Raridon

Introduced By:  
Castillo-Ruiz

Referred to:

GASC




B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $921.34 to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Resource Center for the Lavender Graduation Celebration.
Authored by: 

VOYCE

Introduced by: 

Rombi

Referred to:

IAC

An ASUCD bill to alter the structure, design, and duties of the ASUCD Outreach Assembly.
Authored By:  

CASTILLO-RUIZ

Introduced By:  
Castillo-Ruiz

Referred to: 

ECAC




B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $1,153 to the South-East Asian Graduation.
Authored by: 

TANNER

Co-authored by: 
Kuccera

Introduced by:

Tanner


Referred to:

B&F

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $750.00 from Senate Reserves to rent the UC Davis Conference Center Ballroom AB&C for the Athletes Townhall Forum.
Authored by: 

WITANA

Introduced by: 

Rombi

Referred to: 

IAC

An ASUCD bill to update the duties of the ASUCD Vice-President and the Senate President Pro-tempore.

VI.   Public Discussion

Mosser:  I’m an alumni of this school; I graduated in 2007.  If you look outside these walls, you will notice that there is an unholy amount of construction projects going on.  We built a math center not too long ago down south.  You will notice that the Mondavi wine center came up not that long ago, the stadium, the ARC, renovations to the Coffee House, renovations to the Games Area.  All of those things have to be paid for; all of those things need to be staffed and manned.  All of those buildings need to have resources to finance them.  I know that the powers that be will often say that it is private money, not public money, but that is not true.  The Robert Mondavi Wine Institute was only partially paid for by Robert Mondavi, the students paid for a substantial part of that, and they paid for a substantial portion of the wine center.  The students do pay for those things; it comes out of your pockets.  Meanwhile, I hear students getting very upset about sports programs being cut.  The bottom line is, if students want to keep certain programs, I think they’re going to have to be a little more proactive about preventing some of these construction projects.  We need to decide what is really important, and what is not so important.  It makes little sense to me to be financing all these different projects, and then have the students be paying higher tuition.  The bottom line is that something is going to have to give.  If students want to save certain programs, they’re going to have to unfortunately start opposing some of these projects.
Walz:  We’re seeing a lot of ethnic grad bills next week; are there going to be any more?
Castillo-Ruiz:  There’s going to be Muslim Grad, and the one for Native Grad.  

Walz:  They’re all asking for a lot of money.  I did some quick math, and I want to make sure we can hopefully allocate our resources to help everyone.
Tanner:  Could you tell us exactly how much we have left in Senate Reserves?

Chen:  I don’t have the figure.

Tanner:  Could you maybe distribute that to all of us before next week?

Chen:  Yeah.

Raridon:  I just wanted to put a word of caution out there, referring to all the bills collectively.  Let’s talk about them one at a time, because that’s the reason why this was vetoed last year.

Ekhator:  I definitely agree with Sarah’s caution.  Regardless of what they’re about, they should be looked at separately.  We need to focus on the merits of each bill.
Lee:  They all are similar spending requests, spending in a similar category.  I think considering the discussion about viewpoint neutrality, I don’t think we could fund one of them without funding all of them.

Tanner:  Last year, all the ethnic grads applied for funding together, and because of that reason, they were vetoed by the former executive.

Lee:  I understand.  But logically, we’re going to have to apply the same standards.  And we’re going to have to see what the impact will be on overall spending.

Witana:  Just to clarify, not all of the grad bills were vetoed last year; the Chicana/Chicano grad was seen the week before, and was passed.

Castillo-Ruiz:  I know people are cautious about how much we’re going to spend; Native grad and Muslim grad are going to be asking for a lot less, definitely less than $500 each.
Smith:  From the way that I interpreted viewpoint neutrality, if you’re looking at two opposing bills, you need to look at the same criteria and standards.  I don’t think it means that if you fund one bill that you have to fund another bill.

Ekhator:  I agree with Jasmine 100%.  Just because we fund one bill, doesn’t mean that there’s not something structurally wrong with another one.  That is why we need to look at all of these separately.  

Smith:  It’s a very dangerous line, comparing them all to each other.  It’s like comparing the merits of the cultures and what it means to each of them.  I just want to caution how you refer to ethnic groups.  We definitely don’t want a repeat of last time.


Walz:  I’m just looking at it purely financially.  My concerns are purely financial.

Lee:  I agree with everything that’s been said, and I don’t necessarily agree with the viewpoint neutrality thing.  But from my understanding, hypothetically, if we were to pass the bill that we’re going to see today on the grounds that it’s good for their community and it’s a good event, apart from any technicality, would we have to vote for future bills?
Cano:  If you approve the bill based on your support of their cause, then yes.  If you are approving it because they need the money, then no.

Witana:  If you add up all the money, it’s only about $6,365.  I just wanted to clarify.

Castillo-Ruiz:  Viewpoint neutrality— I hate it.  But I think there’s going to be a time and a place to talk about the grad bills.  I kind of wanted to talk about the construction stuff.  That shit’s crazy.  

Juarez:  I ran and got his contact information.  He’s a mathematician, and he said that all the spending information is public, although it’s a little tricky to obtain.  I will be contacting him and trying to see if we can get that information.  
Tanner:  When we keep referring to them as ethnic grads, it seems like we’re forgetting about the queers.  Maybe we could just call it the “grads”?  I think the issue with this construction is that it’s all currently underway.  It would cost us more money just to leave these projects standing, which is the argument they are using for the new Tercero dorms.  Maybe we can try and learn about future projects?

Zack Hansen:  Thanks to your recommendation, we’ve set up a town hall meeting on May 19th in the UC Davis conference center.  One of the things the athletics administration is doing it getting rid of the Campus Recreation Union Board, and we’re trying to switch that to a new group.  We’re putting together a referendum for next November that would require cuts to go through students, faculty, outside analysts, and student government.  It would basically close all the loopholes that already existed.
Lee:  Katehi wrote an opinion piece in The Aggie.  Do you have any comments regarding it?
Hansen:  It’s a copy of the letter she released to the public.  She absolutely believes all the information presented to her was completely accurate.  She said she had faith in her subordinates, and that they went through a long, proper judicial process.  Her reasons for cutting men’s wrestling and women’s rowing were both based on error in the spreadsheet.  

Tanner:  Have you considered writing a letter back to The Aggie to clarify those points?

Hansen:  Yes, we have someone working on that.
Menovske:  I think that something we talk about in Senate a lot is feeling safe in this environment.  When you leave the table and you hear people talking in the hall saying “that guy’s an asshole” or “we should jump him”, that does not make me feel safe.  I think we need to remind the members of the public who come that they need to be respectful to us in the same way were are respectful to them.
Walz:  My personal opinion about all the construction projects and cutting the teams… I read an article where the Chancellor says that UC Davis’ potential inspires her.  Her priority is renovating the campus, whether or not that’s right.  We need to make it clear to her that that might not be what the students want.  Personally, I’d rather see our services not cut, and maybe invest a little less in research and development.
Thongsavat:  Katehi’s Vision of Excellence directly says that for UC Davis needs to have a strong partnership with economic development.  It’s a little troublesome, and it’s kind of a big political statement.  It also doesn’t address any concerns with the budget cuts.  The Chancellor is accepting comments back, so I think it might be nice to write a resolution.

Tanner:  Liz, I do get what you’re trying to get at.  I think all of her statements are not focusing on the undergraduate experience.  She’s talking about making this university a business, not a place to learn, to grow, and to become valuable members of society.  I think we as senators know that that is what undergraduate students want.  They want this campus to serve them, and if that is not a priority of our chancellor, we need to express those concerns.
Shaikh:  In the past couple weeks, I’ve interviewed six or seven professors, and every single one of them expressed extreme doubt about where our university is headed.  

Tanner:  I do agree with Adam that we definitely should write a resolution.  

Williams:  In my personal opinion, the university is a kind of business, but in my opinion, the administration is forgetting what kind of a business it is, which is the business of enriching students’ lives.

Walz:  I think we all understand that the UCs in general are supposed to be research facilities, but I don’t think that should take precedent over the students’ everyday experience at UC Davis.

Williams:  The university is first and foremost a place to teach, and second a place to do research, primarily as a form of teaching.  Right now, Linda Katehi, the CEO of this business, has forgotten why it was started.
Shaikh:  There is basically a brain drain occurring, where our top professors are leaving because they notice the changes going on.  

Thongsavat:  The UC was founded because we were supposed to be a research institution.  There’s nothing wrong with research, it’s just the amount of emphasis given to it.  We have smaller classrooms, less choices, and less access to great professors.  I think someone mentioned Aggie Stadium: Aggie Stadium and the move to Division I were student referendums.  I think that at times we are not realistic.  We have to be just as critical of ourselves as others.  The move to D1 was students, as were the new Health Services building and community center.  
Walz:  I really supported the transition to Division I.  The reason I chose Davis over UC San Diego was because UC San Diego didn’t value sports at all.  I was under the impression that Davis values athletics, but this is being completely turned around. 

Voyce:  I feel like we’re being a little bit down on research, because it is the reason why a lot of people come here.  

Tanner:  I agree with that.  I just feel like we need to urge towards a healthy balance.

Roxanne:  It’s really awesome to hear all of you senators who are very passionate about this cause.  I demand that those of you who are so passionate about this come to the UC Davis General Assembly meetings.  In the next couple of weeks, there’s a big Regent vote coming up that we’re trying to block.  
Tanner:  I’m on the listserv, and I’m on the Facebook.  The problem is that a lot of the events happen on Thursday nights.  

Raridon:  Some of us at this table have been organizing all year, and I’m really excited for the events that are planned for the rest of the school year.  

Roxanne:  As for the tent city, this is something that we’re trying to work because it’s a very visible action on campus.  This is a very peaceful protest.  I know at times people’s participation in our events have led to people getting discouraged in the past.  Part of what it is about is showing solidarity with the students.  The Regents are going to be voting on the percentage that the fees will be increasing every year.  We want them to know that what they’re voting on can’t just be behind closed doors.

Tanner:  I do want to talk about this topic, but I also want to note that there are some folks here looking to discuss ASUCD Resolution #33.  But I find it shocking that this is happening.  A percentage increase each year is crazy.  

Lee:  I would really like to get on the listserv.  

Roxanne:  It’s a Google group.  It’s a public group.
Lee:  I think I’m just as appalled as Alison.  Since it seems like there’s a lot of facts and stuff that we’re all interested in, we have presentation periods during our meetings when you can come and speak.  

Lee motions to move to consideration of old legislation.

No objections.  

VII.  Public Announcements

Smith:  We are having a bowling night, two weeks from now.  It will be after our commission meeting, probably at 8:30.  ECAC’s first annual MESA week is this week.  We will be having a hookah and henna night.

Cano:  IAC and the Court will be having a mock court case on Wednesday at 8 PM.

Witana:  The Davis College Democrats will be holding a Davis City Council forum this week.  

Walz:  I just wanted to point out that we can always request for something such as viewpoint neutrality to be deliberated on by the Court.
Castillo-Ruiz:  I was asked by Manny to announce this.  It’s put on by the CCC, and it’s called Breaking Barriers.  

Tanner:  Some GASC members are also involved; it’s about ally development.  I know they have personally asked for Senators to come.  

Voyce:  Tuesday is our job fair.  I would like to see everyone have a good turnout for applicants.  Week of Service is next week.  

Tanner:  If anyone hasn’t been PEACE trained, I’m going to be leading one next week on Tuesday at 8:00 PM in Miller Hall in Segundo.  Also, tomorrow at noon is the Womyn’s Leadership Conference meeting.

Shaikh:  The focus groups that the librarians want to put up might be May 14th and 21st around 1 PM.  They will go for an hour and a half, and you will get gift certificates to Repro Graphics and the Bookstore.  They are looking for about ten students from diverse majors.  

Percoco:  Music on the Green is May 22nd, a Saturday, from 5-8.  It’s going to be a huge event.

Moosavi:  EPPC meetings are on Tuesday; Senators are all required to come.

Lee:  Whole Earth Festival is this weekend; I’m planning on having a lot of fun.  Mother’s Day is this Sunday.  Don’t forget your moms.  

Arce:  There’s this dinner thing tomorrow for the Hindi population at the Putah Creek Lounge at 6 PM.

Williams:  Business and Finance meetings are also on Tuesday.  

Chen:  I’ve been working on the budget for a very long time, and it’s finally finished.  You will all get one in your mailboxes by 4:30 tomorrow.

Smith:  The week after next week is Black Family Week.  Black Family Day will be May 22nd.  
Raridon:  The Queer People of Color Conference is this weekend in San Diego, and the Transgender Leadership Summit is next weekend.  

Walz:  I just wanted to let the table know that I’m going to leave at 10:35 to take the bus home.  I’m sorry to leave early.  
Moosavi:  I will be tabling at the EC garden table.

Cano:  IAC is having a huge potluck in a few weeks.  I’m making a lot of food.    
VIII. Approval of Past Meeting minutes

No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.
IX.   Appointments and Confirmations

A. OA— Salwa Kamal
Voyce:  She gave a great interview; she’s very involved on campus in many cultural and ethnic groups.  She’s been here two years, and she’s looking to get involved in ASUCD.

Walz:  Can you please tell us a little about your experience?

Kamal:  I’m involved in the South Asian club and the Muslim Students Association.  I also personally love learning about other cultures.  

Moosavi:  Would you mind describing what you believe is the role of your position?

Kamal:  I guess for the culture and ethnicity outreach position, it’s to relay to ASUCD what different clubs on campus are doing, as well as to bring the different clubs themselves together.

Walz:  What are your ideas for bringing clubs together?

Kamal:  Culture and ethnicity is a very fun subject for everyone; highlighting similarities between cultures, and promoting the various shows that clubs have.  

No objections to confirmation.

B. GASC— Emmanuel Diaz-Ordaz, Spandana Pasam, Celia Avila, Dory Mastrogamy, Heidi Namking, Mark Yanez
Raridon:  Oh my gosh, these people are so rad.  They are extremely qualified, and I’m delighted to have them be a part of the commission.

Walz:  Can you tell us about your experience?

Pasam:  I’ve been volunteering in the women’s center and the LGBTRC as a counselor

Avila:  I’m currently a volunteer at the LGBTRC.  

Mastrogamy:  I’ve been a peer educator at the women’s center for a year, and I’ve been a volunteer at the LGBTRC.  I live at the domes right now, and I do conflict resolution, and I’ve also lived at the Tri Coops.

Namking:  I’m a volunteer at the LGBTRC.

Yanez:  I worked at the SRRC my sophomore yeat, and I’ve been an intern at the LGBTRC for two years.  I’ve helped organize trips such as the Western Regional, and I’ve been pretty involved in groups for queer students on campus, and I’ve attended conferences about social justice, which is one of my passions.

Rombi:  GASC puts on a lot of events; do you have any ideas for new events?

Diaz-Ordaz:  I was going to continue the Gender Soliloqueers.

Pasam:  I think Gen Sex week is a really good week because it shows the pride our community has.
Avila:  Something that I would like to expand would be queer-ethnic workshops

Mastrogamy:  I would like to see programs have more than just a week to themselves; I’d like to see workshops all year round.

Namking:  I’d like to do collaborations with other student groups on campus, such as Asian-American film events.

Yanez:  I also love Gen Sex week, but I’d also love to add more trans-gender events and maybe have a sort of male privilege talk on campus. 

No objections to confirmation.
X.    Unit Director Reports

  
 A. KDVS—Kevin Corrigan
Corrigan:  I’m the current General Manager of KDVS, but only for the next three weeks, then Neil will be taking over.  I’m here to speak mostly about our impending tower move.  Our operations have been going very well.  Our fundraiser raised about $50,000 last week.  We’re looking into hiring the new staff for next year.  People who are currently interested are already receiving training for those positions.  On May 13th, Yolo County will finally be deciding if we can actually build the tower on this site.  Right now we’re on top of Kerr Hall, and we’re interfering with KVIE and the Classical Station.  However, it could take a while for the FCC to approve this, as well as the environmental reports.  This move will probably take place in the end of summer or in early fall.  I was wondering if you had any questions.
Juarez:  Since the city has already approved it, do you foresee any apprehension from the County?
Corrigan:  We’ve had a lot of apprehension from the El Macero housing site when we were trying to build in South Davis.  As of now, there have been no letters from our project, but this is the lowest impact site within our range.  All the groups that were against our other site are now on board because it’s not in their backyard. 

Juarez:  Where would it be in North Davis?

Corrigan:  It’s off County Road 88, to the right of the Yolo County dump.
XI.   Ex-Officio Reports

   
A. Commission Chairs
Cano:

Sorry, for leave Senate early last week. I had two midterms.
Friday: I had my midterm at 10am, which I finished in 10 minutes then I went to INC which lasted until noon. Briefly had office hours after INC meeting. After, I had my second midterm, which was very long.

Monday: I held office hours from 10-12pm. Later IAC met and we tabled Senate Bill #59
Tuesday: I did not have office hours since I had tons of HW to do.

Wednesday: I made up my office hours for Tuesday, which were from 10am until 1pm. I got SAFE Zone trained.
Thursday: I went to tutor 3rd graders. Tomorrow, I will be meeting with the Unitrans director to create their Long-Range Plan.

Percoco/Moosavi:


-Music on the Green meeting


-Met w/Tandem


-Had a meeting at Burgers and Brew


-B&F meeting


-Held office hours

Raridon:  
GASC did hiring this week; it was rad.  I’m really stoked about the new commissioners.  We also have been going over our budget for next year.  I attended Tim Wise last night, which was so good.  He was a great educator.  I wrote a resolution that you all will be seeing next week, offering a chance to discuss why GASC will be asking for specific amounts of money at budget hearings.  I think I’m going to organize a queer cabaret. 
Smith:  
I sat in on GASC interviews on Friday.  I went to the African Black Coalition Conference in UC Riverside.  I held office hours on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and our meeting on Thursday.  We finalized the first every MESA week, and we designed the fliers for it.  I posted my position, and the positions for my commissioners and alternates.

Shaikh:

Monday- stayed in contact with University Librarians for focus groups. Was contacted by The Aggie writer for an article.  Held meeting, picked winners for 4 award categories 

Tuesday- Held office Hours. Went to reprographics to get a commission banner estimate. Had an AAC logo finalized

Wednesday- Tried to get a room reserved for Last Lecture. Was contacted by another Aggie writer for a story on quick American education. 

Thursday- Sent in a flier project to Creative Media for the Awards ceremony. 

 
B. Outreach Assembly Speaker
Voyce:

Introduced two separate bills this week suggesting options to change the structure of Outreach Assembly.  The first was table by IAC and so both of them will be seen on Monday and I highly encourage people to come and give more input if you haven't already.  I posted 6 positions including the Speaker position, spread the word.  Updated table and chair reservations for tuesdays Job Fair, 11 tables (each commission, OA, Aggie, KDVS, and an extra for senate or exec or whoever), it's not too late if you want more.  Held a hiring committee for Culture and Ethnicity position.  Hired an OA intern to help with immediate projects.  Guarev Kumar who held Politics positioned resigned.

ASUCD has a table at tomorrows Decision day, so don't forget if you signed up to come help.  

Week of Service begins on Monday (10th) until the following Monday (17).  It's not to late to log your service hours!  Find the form online at asucd.ucdavis.edu/outreach-assembly.

ASUCD Job Fair is happening on Tuesday (11th) from 11-3 on the MU Patio.  Come promote your commissions.

We will also have a regular table on Wed (12th) and Thursday (13) to promote job openings.

And finally our Leadership Summit and Club of the Year awards (and award giving out for Week of Service winner) will be on May 26th from 6-8 in King's Lounge!  Nominate your clubs, Senators come and meet club leaders and have some food!  

Personally I had my last days of my other job and my lab internship on Sunday and Monday, signed up for the last two classes i need to take in Summer Session 1 on Monday, got confirmation that I'm enrolled in June 11th's College of Biological Science's commencement along with 994 other seniors, and got the worst grade I've gotten on a midterm in my college career.

  
C. ASUCD Controller
Chen:
-INC meeting—Point-of-sales Bike Barn


-Computers 


-Hired staff.



-Have assistant and interns now


-Budget—Finished!


-Budget hearings—May 14th-16th.



-Schedule TBA


-KDVS LRP meeting

XII.  Elected Officer Reports
  
A.  President
B. Vice President
Witana: 
Monday: I held office hours with President Zwald at the LGTBRC and looked into sponsoring the deposit for the Queer Leadership Location

Wed: Sat on OA interviews, looked into a possible sponsorship with Jonthan Duran for CCC mural project

Thur: Attended the Picnic Day Pre-meeting
C. ASUCD Senators
Castillo-Ruiz:


-Attended La Gran Tardeada


-Set up meeting with Dean Owens to speak on current status of Ethnic Studies


-Held office hours


-Met with SEA Grad


-Met with Filipino Grad


-Met with Lavender Grad


-Met with Chican@/Latin@ Grad


-Attended AAC, ECAC, EAC, OA interviews, GASC

Menovske:  
I had lots of midterm and papers this week, so I didn’t really do anything besides office hours.

Thongsavat:  
I also had three midterms, so I didn’t get to go to any commissions.  But I had a little concert meeting; Alison came, Don came, Chuck from the Police Department, James from the Fire Department came.  I’m really, really happy about it.  I went in expecting Aggie Stadium not to be a possible venue at all, but it turns out it is a real possibility.  Aggie Stadium should be used more; we put a lot of money into that.  The goal of this project is not to make money.  The greatest chance for success we’ll have will be an artist that can definitely sell the tickets.  We talked about different logistical things: security, parking.  There will be a formal presentation fall quarter.  Hopefully we will have a bill out there by fall quarter to allocate funds.
Lee:

On Friday, I went to INC and talked about the Bike Barn point of sales system purchase bill, iphone applications and ASUCD, and new computers for Senate office.  

I held office hours on Monday and Wednesday.  On Monday, I worked on Picnic Day's sustainability funding for next year's event, and discussions for new senate computers in the senate office.  I began writing the bill for Bike Barn's new point of sales system, which I introduced this week. 

On Monday, I also went to AAC briefly and ECAC, where I gave my input on the Arizona resolution as well as the black graduation bill.  

On Wednesday, I finished the Bike Barn spending bill, and also worked on a proposal for hammocks on the quad.  

Rombi:

Tuesday and Thursday I held my office hours from 12-2 and 4-5.  Tuesday I attended GASC. I also wrote a Resolution for ROTC cadets. 

On Wednesday I was on the interviewing committee for Outreach Assembly. I also went to see Tim Wise! 
Thursday I met with my intern. I also attended the Pre-Picnic Day meeting.

Arce:  
I went to La Gran Tardeada and had tacos, which were pretty good, but I got heartburn for the first time of my life.  I attended IAC and EAC, and I held office hours on Monday and Wednesday from 11-1.  I also bought liquor with a lady from a composite picture.  
Ekhator:  
I got an opportunity to talk with Yudoff this week at the ABC Conference.  I was chosen as one of the delegates to have another meeting with him.  I wrote the bill for Black Family Week and Black Grad.  We had a follow-up meeting with the vice-chancellors.  We talked about some interesting stuff, including our mentorship program for black males.  I went to ECAC and B&F for my bill.  I met with the staff advisor for Black Family Week, which I’ll be co-coordinating, as well as CCE Coordinator Klein and President Jack Zwald.  
Romero:  
I went to La Gran Tardeada, I held office hours, went to EAC, and I saw Tim Wise.  I learned from my internship that they’re implementing something in this county where if you get pulled over, they contact ICE to start the deportation process.  Now, all these kids are just at the wrong place at the wrong time.  I’m starting to plan for fall welcome week.  I’m trying to do a massive thing for all ethnic minorities.  

Tanner:  

On Friday I attended a meeting with ICA athletes at 9 am to plan the athletes townhall.  At 10 we continued planning for the Womyn's Leadership Conference.  Later I met with some of my interns.  At 3:30 I attended interviews for new GASC Commissioners.

On Saturday I attended the athletes mock funeral protest outside of the Aggie Auction.

On Monday I held office hours from 10 am to 12 pm.  Brendan Repicky and I held a meeting for a public arts project we are planning.  Later that night I attended ECAC where my senate resolution was seen.

On Tuesday I held office hours from 11 to 12 in the LGBTRC and from 12 to 1 in the WRRC.  At 4 I met with my intern Celia before her first GASC meeting.  I then attended EAC where my resolution was seen.

On Wednesday I went to Sacramento with my sister to attend the Planned Parenthood Lobby Day.  Later that night I attended a lecture by Tim Wise.
XIII. New Student Court Cases/Prior Week’s Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements
XIV.  Consideration of Old Legislation

   
A. SB#33 Tanner
Tanner:  There are more people who want to be here to listen to our discussion.  This is a Senate Resolution in official opposition of Arizona Senate Bill 1070, and also calling for an ASUCD economic boycott of the state of Arizona.  I talked with Mark Champagne about the companies from whom we purchase things from Arizona, and he told us that we don’t purchase anything from Arizona.  So, this is mostly going to be a symbolic statement.  In the future, we will hopefully be very critical of any travelling for purposes such as conferences to the state of Arizona, since tourism makes up a very large part of the state’s economy.
Smith:  We loved this.  We recommend it.  Do it fast.

Percoco:  We had quite a lengthy conversation about this.  The reason for the abstentions was because me and another commissioner don’t believe that we should make resolutions on things that don’t directly affect the students on our campus.  At the time, we also did not have a list of corporations that we buy things from.  

Williams:  Should we send it to Glenn Beck or something, because then we might get on TV.
Tanner:  Cold Stone is based out of Arizona, and they were at the Silo today giving out free samples.  Maybe we should hold a counter-protest.  

Shaikh:  Would you be interested in sending it to Arizona universities?  Also, I was very grateful that Arizona Ice Tea is not actually based in Arizona.  

Raridon:  I hate to be a downer, but this Resolution is talking about something that is very, very serious.  And I want to make sure we give it the weight it deserves.  I also wanted to place it in the context of California.  There are folks in San Diego who want to emulate what is going on in Arizona.  

Ekhator:  I was watching Sports Center, and they were talking about how the Suns were wearing their jerseys to make a statement.  The commentator made a statement that when a person from an underrepresented group is pulled over, they are asked for their license and registration, which is their personal documentation.  He compared it to being pulled over and someone asking for your license and registration.  If that is true, then it sort of takes away from the racial profiling of it.  But then again, it doesn’t take into account having a good idea that someone doesn’t have identification before they’re pulled over.

Tanner:  I want to say that the difference between this and that is that they have the grounds to pull your car over on the basis of asking for your license and registration, not because you violated some traffic law.  It does more than just make the federal law applicable; it expands it greatly, to really violate people’s due process.  I think it’s really important that we lead the way for universities in California in protesting this Bill.  In Berkeley, they are doing a hunger protest right now.  I think our student government needs to take a stand on this like we did during apartheid in South Africa and the Vietnam War.

Senate Discussion:

Menovske calls Senate Resolution #33 to question.

Walz objects.

Walz:  I don’t think we should take this to a vote yet.  

Menovske withdraws the motion.

Thongsavat:  Has ASUCD ever boycotted a state before?

Alison:  We boycotted a country—South Africa.  What we are doing is a little bit different, but I don’t think there are going to be legal repercussions.  We’re just choosing where we want to spend the students’ money.  It’s completely within our grounds, in my mind.

Thongsavat:  I just don’t feel comfortable putting that restriction on our business units.  Is there any other way we can protest this besides an economic protest?

Tanner:  There are a lot of options, but I think boycotting is a very effective means.  
Thongsavat:  I definitely want this to be passed, but the economic boycott makes me uncomfortable.
Juarez:  UC Berkeley and UC San Diego have already passed similar resolutions asking their cities to boycott the state altogether.  Boston, San Francisco, and Sacramento have all called for a boycott as well.

Arce:  Mark Champagne also noticed that not a lot of places sell things to ASUCD.  But I think it makes a stronger statement.  It’s political, but it’s not going to be fiscally irresponsible.  
Lee:  I think that it’s fine.  Boycotting is a good thing when it’s absolutely necessary, and I think I have a higher threshold for what that is than most people.  

Ekhator:  I understand the concern about possibly affecting our units, but I think at this table we are responsible enough not to making those hasty decisions.  

Thongsavat:  Thank you for the comments, I definitely appreciate all of them.  I’m just uncomfortable with these things, speaking as us as an association.  I try and hold back my personal opinions and think in the big picture.  

Raridon:  This is where I struggle with Parliamentary Procedure.  It’s important that as student leaders we do what we’re comfortable with.  I want to explore a little more why there are people who are uncomfortable with this.  
Thongsavat:  The actual resolution itself, I like.  The law passed in Arizona makes no sense.  Just like any political pendulum, there’s going to be a push back against this.  I feel like there are a lot of opinions, although it seems like the majority opinion is against this bill.  But I’m uncomfortable with the economic boycott because we’re forcing it on units who we haven’t talked to; we’re forcing this to come from our entire student body of 24,000 students, who might not necessarily agree.
Walz:  I think that is a valid point; I’ve seen on Facebook statuses from multiple people who support it, which is very upsetting.  I know we’re not going to pass something that not everyone in the student body agrees with.  

Thongsavat:  I think it’s important to look at every part of the bill, and that’s my concern.

Voyce:  I’m glad you kept talking about the bill.  Even if everyone agrees about the bill, there might be things we want to make stronger.    
Williams:  I think that if someone thinks this is the kind of thing ASUCD shouldn’t be doing, it should be abstained on, like was done in EAC.
Raridon:  I identify more as an organizer than as the chair of GASC.  The way I like to plan my politics really weighs on the consent of everyone involved.  We find ourselves in a sticky situation as student leaders because what you are saying about the units not being able to provide their opinions might be a good argument in an ideal space, but unfortunately, that’s not the situation we are in.  We are senators and chairfolk, and we are in the position to delegate what we think is right.  That being said, tactics of political action are always a personal choice.  People should consider whether they, personally, want to engage in a boycott.

Juarez:  It’s difficult, but I feel that in this specific situation, no action is 1000 times worse than some action.  This could potentially affect not only us, but the rest of the association.  At this point, it’s a little bigger than just our units.  It’s going to potentially affect all of our students.

Torres:  Speaking to the need of an economic boycott: it’s very strategic.  In California, there’s a very real possibility that something like this may come here in the future.  In South Carolina, this bill has already been introduced, and there’s a whole list of states that are going to be considering bills like this.  It seems like it’s only about Arizona, but Arizona is one of twelve states where this could really become a possibility.  

Raridon:  Being from southern California and being white, growing up was a very interesting experience.  I do want to make a point that this is something that could really happen here, and watching the progression of what’s happening in Arizona is so horrifying that I almost feel immobilized.  I really commend the authors of this bill for starting something that we can physically do.  I really urge folks to think about their own opinion on this boycott.

Tanner:  We do not currently buy anything from companies in Arizona; we buy from the lowest cost companies we can.  We will be retaining our economic position and profitability.  We are not going to be affecting ourselves in that way.  This represents not just the opinions of our students, but also the Principles of Community, which would be violated if this happened in California.  We are also saying that as a university campus, we are against these kinds of laws.  I think that it’s really important.  It goes to the students in Arizona right now who are feeling unsafe; we’re telling them that Davis doesn’t think that’s cool.

Menovske:  One of my units is Cal Aggie Camp.  It’s two weeks of eating food.  I’m pretty sure the food wasn’t grown in Arizona, but it may have been shipped here on a truck that went through Arizona and bought gas.  

Raridon:  You do the best that you can. Things are connected.

Menovske:  I can understand that in some cases it’s just not going to be possible, but I don’t want there to be any more requirements held to our unit directors without their agreement.  It’s kind of like we’re changing their requirements without letting them know.

Tanner:  The wording in this Resolution does not intend for the gas purchased to drive a truck through Arizona to be considered a part of the boycott.  Mark says we purchase from US Foodways, not from Sisco, which is run out of Arizona.

Menovske:  To sum it all up, I like the resolution, and I think it’s a great idea, but there’s also a part of me that doesn’t like giving our unit directors a new requirement without their consent.  I kind of understand where Adam was coming from.  I don’t want the new director to have to make sure every piece of food isn’t coming from Arizona.  

Arce:  That was brought up in EAC, but there was even a joke that we said if you don’t buy it from Arizona, you can definitely find somewhere else to buy it from.  But I don’t see it as a negative thing that you’re holding your directors to.  You should do it because it’s our opinion.  
Arce calls Senate Resolution #33 to question.

Thongsavat objects to passing Senate Resolution #33.  

Thongsavat:  I absolutely support the material of this resolution, but I cannot support this bill in the context of the economic boycott.

With a 9-0-3 vote, the Senate Resolution #33 passes. 
  
B. SB#58 Ekhator
Tashema:  I wanted to give you a quick background about this event.  This year will be our 25th anniversary.  Because this event is growing, our fees are increasing as well.  We also can no longer afford to rent out the Pavilion and have folded invitations, because students cannot afford this.  The budget that you see before you has increased about 25% because of unexpected fees that we just learned about today.  Because we had to move this to Freeborn, we now have to buy tickets and pay for Aggie Hosts.  Black graduation is not unique to UC Davis; it happens at universities all over the country.
Ekhator:  The thing about fundraising is that it has been rendered pretty ineffectual because of the financial crisis that’s going on.  This is more than 55-65 students commencing, but the people who are watching, and it helps with retention.

Smith:  Our commission really enjoyed the bill.  We really love the background of the event.  We also see it as a recruitment and retention effort.  Underclassmen look forward to this event, for the day when they will get to be a part of it.  The abstentions are due to absence.

Williams:  We did not pass this bill, and I asked each of my commissioners why.  One said no because he didn’t like how some of the money was spent and he thought more fundraising could have been done.  Me and another commissioner voted no because we didn’t think that the entire allocation was necessary given that fundraising is going to continue up until the day of the event.
Public Discussion:
Ekhator:  I’d like to talk about a couple things.  Last year, all of the bills came clumped together at the end of the year at the last minute and were vetoed.  Right now, it’s four to five weeks before the event, which I think is the most responsible time to do that.  Two of the reasons why people voted no said it was too early to pass this.  I feel like it’s sort of a damned if you do, damned if you don’t situation.
Lee:  Jeff, could you elaborate on the votes for your commission?  You mentioned that they could do more fundraising, and that certain items they didn’t view as important?
Rombi:  I also heard that an extra $20 was being spent per student for hats and scarves?
Tashema:  The extra $20 is the total for each student.  $5 was for the hats and scarves, $5 was for the photos, the plaques.  It’s not just for the hats and the scarves.  Our original price per student was $140 per person, and students told us they couldn’t afford it, so we had to lower it to $93. 

Williams:  One of my commissioners thought we could move the event to a smaller venue.  Me and another commissioner thought that fundraising could continue until the day of the event.  And two of my commissioners thought that the bill was great.  

Tashema:  Because of previous events that happened this year, we have more expenses that we weren’t able to foresee.  What you see in front of you may seem like a lot of money, but we never expected that our own department wouldn’t be able to pay for an event that they’ve been funding for 25 years.  

Ekhator:  If you look at the bill, you’d be hard-pressed to find wasteful spending.  That’s something that we throw around too much I think.  Fundraising is very hard to come by these days.  Conventional fundraising sometimes can cost more than grants, which is the route we went.
Witana calls for a ten-minute break at 7:13 PM.

Juarez:  I think we’re getting lost on the fact that previous bills have come in with quite a bit of fundraising under their belt, which has made it easier to pass those bills, but I think it’s important to note the number of students who this affects.  I don’t think I can emphasize this enough.  This community makes up only 3% of our campus, which means that we need to outreach a lot more, and that is one of the goals of this event.
Tanner:  I think that the arguments that there needs to be more fundraising needs to take into account that the people who fund fundraisers are members of the community.  But these students are paying already to go on stage.  I also wanted to point out that I was doing reading for my education class, and I read that black males born in 1988 are three times more likely to be murdered than to be admitted to the University of California.  The fact that they were not only admitted but also graduated is such an accomplishment.  This ceremony should be a lot more than what it has to be this year.  It’s not okay that they have to cut pennies from around every corner.

Walz:  I fully support this bill.  Like Alison said, this event should definitely be bigger and better.  This is definitely a bare bones event.  I would be happy to give y’all the money to make it happen.  I totally agree with what Alison said, from the research I’ve done.  Even Tim Wise last night definitely put it out there.  
Ekhator:  We’re not asking for streamers or entertainment; we’re paying for Aggie Hosts and the reduced decorations.  ASUCD should be happy to increase the quality of an event like this, rather than to just see ends meet.  

Walz:  When we originally saw the bill, they were asking for more money, and we’ve cut it down from that.  

Raridon:  Having sat at this table all year, I’m beginning to notice some problematic patterns.  We take a paternalistic stance on line items, and question whether or not they are important for a certain community.  Something I urge you to do is to trust that a community is intelligent enough to know which items are important for their own events.  I want to bring awareness to how these bills usually go and urge folks to diverge from that path.  I know for a lot of communities, coming here for money is the last choice, and there’s a reason for that.

Ekhator:  There are plenty of situations where student-to-dollar ratios should be looked over and stretched, and this is one of them.

Fleshman:  I would just like to say that in terms of line items, it is important to look at the community and why they chose that.  But the Senate does have the right to look at individual items because the money is coming from Senate Reserves, and it needs to be going toward Senate projects.

Chen:  Has the appropriation been changed? No?  
Cano:  I actually like talking about lines because it helps us ask questions and get them answered.  I would like to know where the quotes are for these numbers, because those are our rules.  Where were these numbers generated from?

Tashema:  I have all of those on paper, but I don’t have them with me.

Alison:  If you can remember, for La Raza Cultural Days, we didn’t have quotes.  
Cano:  I brought it up during that Senate meeting, and I wanted to bring it up now.

Rombi:  Y’all are expecting $200 from Mr. and Mrs. Davis?  Yes?

Rombi motions to amend appropriation to $1,649.

Ekhator objects.

Ekhator:  You might end up hurting the community because the fundraiser is only an estimate.  

With a 6-5-1 vote, the amendment is made.

Rombi:  One question that I have is about the invitations and the programs.  It’s $1 per program.  Where did those numbers come from?  That seems pretty expensive to me.

Tashema:  We got the programs from Kinkos.  They’re more than $1,000 but we’re not asking you for the whole amount.  The invitations, we meant for the images to be black-and-white, but when we received them, they were in color, which meant that the company charged us more for them.

Thongsavat:  What prompted the change in allocation from last year?

Juarez:  I believe that the authors already spoke to that earlier.  African American Studies and the SRRC had their budgets cut, and were able to contribute less.

Tashema:  African American Studies normally pays for the photography, as well as the students who can’t pay.  But now we have to cover those costs.

Thongsavat:  Was there consideration of trying to get that to a lower amount, if some students couldn’t afford it?

Tashema:  It was at $140, so we took out the brunch, and students couldn’t afford that.  The students who are paying $93.30 are paying at exact costs.  Students who cannot pay even the reduced rate can write a statement and still participate for free.  
Smith:  It’s both Alison and Osahon’s Senate projects.  Not only did we pass the La Raza bill without quotes, but we also passed the partnership with the university for vodcasting in about ten minutes without quotes.

Tanner:  We can argue about the cost for invitations, but I know that everyone at the Senate table is going to do what’s right.  We can argue about whether or not we think they should lower the cost, but I know that everyone is going to do what’s right.

Raridon:  I want to caution folks from using points of clarification to rudely interrupt someone who is speaking.

Romero:  We haven’t taken into consideration those students who are choosing to go to the regular university graduation, whicih is another expense on top.  

Smith:  As a graduating senior participating in both ceremonies, it is a burden.  Not only do I have to pay for Black Graduation, but I also have to pay for the regular graduation.  These are students who are also paying into Senate Reserves just like every other student.

Walz:  It’s important to make sure we look at the line items to make sure everything adds up.  In the original bill we saw, none of the numbers added up.  The reason the amount requested was dropped was because nothing added up.  It’s part of responsible spending.

Juarez:  I think it’s more of a clarification.  In the past we’ve asked if certain things have validation.  I’m all for questioning numbers, which is something I’ve learned from Jeff.  Nit-picking whether a certain choice of invitations is valid, that’s what we were referring to.  

Chen:  Why isn’t the CFC allocation the full amount?

Tashema:  That was the exact number of the estimate.  Freeborn Hall gave us a reduced rate.

Chen:  I’m actually a little worried about leaving the Mr. and Mrs. Davis fundraiser as pending.
Tashema:  In case people really want to see the quotes, I have the quotes for the invitations and the programs with me on my email.  
Lee motions to move into Senate Discussion.

No objections.

Senate Discussion:

Lee:  I don’t think that for the most part asking questions about an item on a budget is a bad thing.  I would even ask what other options have you looked at besides Freeborn?  But there is a way to ask questions respectfully.  Now, are the programs booklets?  
Walz:  If the actual amount of the CFC allocation is different than the requested but is less than it’s going to cost, should those numbers match up?  No?

Tanner:  The difference between the CFC allocation and what was actually given was because they applied for $2,000 and that is what they were actually given.
Lee calls Senate Bill #58 to question.


Rombi objects.

Rombi:  The numbers that we just went over still do not add up.  

Lee withdraws his motion.

Tashema:  The CFC allocation was for Freeborn Hall and invitations, which ended up being more expensive than we planned for.  
Williams:  As for the CFC allocation, it’s all going into one giant pot; what it’s paying for doesn’t matter all that much; we don’t have to nit-pick that all that much.  

Ekhator:  I want to urge the next senator on the list to call the bill to question.

Arce calls Senate Bill #58 to question.

No objections.

Menovske objects to passing Senate Bill #58.

Menovske:  I just don’t think ASUCD money should be used for graduations.

With a 10-1-1 vote, Senate Bill #58 passes.
Walz motions for a ten-minute break at 8:09 PM.  

C. SB#59 Rombi—tabled 
XV.   Other Business

Smith:  Who orders the supplies, because SGAO says they’re not in charge of it and they don’t know who is?

Witana:  Technically, they’re allowed to do it until they run out of the money allotted in their budget.  I’ve already got someone from SGAO to order a new printer cartridge.

Arce:  I think External Affairs wanted to use the screen that EC bought, and they were charging them money.  Is that how it’s supposed to work?  

Witana:  Yes, the EC does rent out its equipment and charge for it, but that money does come back to us.  

Arce:  So it’s just for logistics and stuff.  Ok.

Smith:  I know I had asked someone at EC about using their stereo and microphones, and he said we just had to sign a waiver.  

Tanner:  If a commission wanted to use a Unitrans bus, they would probably charge them.  So, it’s probably just related to the cost of borrowing it. 

Voyce:  If it’s an EC event that’s co-sponsored, that would be the best way to go about it.

Cano:  There’s a disconnect with what’s going on in SGAO.  They promised me that they would change the bylaws, but they just changed the title of the document, which still has mistakes from last spring.  I also wanted to talk about deliberations.  I asked a question to the new justices about what you said, and they completely avoided the question.
Tanner:  I find this highly ironic, given the Court’s purpose to make sure the bylaws and Constitution are upheld, and yet they themselves are breaking them.  Can we close session them?
Cano:  Yes, however I don’t recommend that.  

Witana:  The Court is currently in a state of rebuilding after an earlier decision that was essentially ignored.

Williams:  The projector that we bought is apparently far too big and far too powerful than we really needed.  And purchases like that really should go through INC to fact-check them.  

Witana:  I can give it to the chair of INC.

Chen:  To come to the defense of the Court, bylaw 107 does not state that the Court has to deliberate; it only states that we can request a deliberation.  
Tanner:  I’m finding it a little bit ironic that they’re holding a mock trial out of lack of stuff to do, when they’re refusing to do a function.  This is a critique that I will share.

Chen:  Personally, I’m also wondering why they don’t do deliberations anymore. 

Cano:  Missy, the chief justice, is stepping down, and she wants her justices to have the experience of a trial, which is the reason for a mock court case.

Raridon:  They had originally approached GASC to use a bill that GASC had written to challenge its constitutionality, and I don’t want to do that.  

Cano:  That idea is still floating in the air.  But the idea would be for me to write an imaginary bill.  

XVI.  Public Discussion
XVII. Any Other Business

Voyce:  I know no one really likes their logos.  It makes it harder in a broader sense to get ASUCD’s name out when there are 100 different logos.  

Raridon:  I was really offended that no one noticed my new haircut.  Can somebody motion to adjourn?

Menovske motions to adjourn at 11:01 PM.

No objections.
XVIII. Adjournment

Meeting is adjourned at 11:01 PM.
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image2.wmf]_954138595

