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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

6:10, Mee Room

5 November 2009
I.
Call to Order 


Meeting called to order at 6:08 PM.

II.
Quorum Roll Call


In absentia:  Yani, Pulido, Limon, 

III.
Presentations

A. Aggie Pack

Adam:  If you don’t know me, I’m the Aggie Pack emcee.  I just wanted to let you know how things are going so far this year.  I want to start out by thanking you for the funds you’ve given us; we really appreciate it.  We’ve used it for promotional items, like beads and shirts that we throw out at the games.  We’ve gone to Douglass Middle School and did a rally.  In the next couple weeks we’ll be going to three different elementary schools with a program called Ag-ademics, which teaches students things like eating right and exercise.  We also rented the stage for Homecoming rally, gave prizes to people wearing Aggie Blue.  We have focused more this year on trying to partner with ASUCD.  We’ve have senators and cabinet members throw stuff out into the crowds at games and at the Homecoming Rally.  I just want to extend that invitation to you now, if you’re ever at a football or a basketball game.  We are going to be partnering with Unitrans for the Causeway Classic road trip.  We are going to be announcing the ASUCD election at the Cal Poly came this weekend, and we are looking into the possibility of having voting stations at the games.  We would love to have a close relationship with ASUCD in the future.  I’m happy to answer any questions you might have.

Rouhafza:  What are you planning on doing differently this year to represent some of the smaller sports?

Adam:  We do promotions at every sport, but there are only 12 interns who are in charge of promotion, so, unfortunately, we can’t be at every single match.  We do things like buy one get one free for game tickets.  We all are huge sports fans, so we try to come to as many games as possible. 

Rouhafza:  Do you think there could be a possibility of setting a goal, to have one intern come to at least one game for each sport each season?

Adam:  That is a goal of ours; I know last year some of the spring sports didn’t get the representation they deserved, so we’ll try and work on that.

Garrett:  So can you explain about the Unitrans partnership?

Adam:  The Cal Poly game is going to be one of our main promotions.  Students who already have tickets will have a spot on the bus.  

Garrett:  Maybe you should try and work with the Entertainment Council on this.

Clemente:  Could you elaborate more on the promotional materials that you’ve purchased?

Adam:  Everything costs money: things like beads, candy, but also things such as 11x17 posters, and posters that go in the A-frames.  

Clemente:  Out of the $1000 that was allocated to candy, can you tell me how much of that was used?

Adam:  I can’t tell you that number as of right now, but I’ll look into that.

Torres:  When you go to these middle schools and elementary schools, what kind of messages do you try and promote?

Adam:  Getting good grades, eating health, and exercising.  We usually bring Gunrock along with us, and maybe and athlete as well to speak to them.  We also do plugs for football games, so they can see why they should strive in school and in sports.

Lebe:  I just want to commend you on sport attendance; I’ve been to all the football games, and attendance has been amazing.  Also, I’ve gotten a lot of questions from people wondering if you have any Aggie Pack shirts left.

Adam:  We’re handing out 500 at this next football game, and then I believe another 500 at the game against North Dakota, and some more at the basketball game.  

Speaker:  Have you ever considered doing anything for the bigger club sports?

Adam:  That would be great, but there are only 12 of us interns, and we are all unpaid, but we all really love sports.  We are under the Athletics Department, and it’s something we’d like to look into; it’s definitely a place where we can promote other sports.

Gold:  Have you ever looked into trying to expand?

Adam:  We’ve done some things this year.  We now have promotions interns, marketing, and ticket sales interns.  That has helped reduce some of our promotions responsibilities; it’s allowed us to focus more on campus and community promotions.  We’ve found some of our interns are either club sport or NCAA athletes.  It’s a big time commitment, but we’re always looking for new people.

b. ASUCD Logo Redesign—Stephanie Pan, Caitlin Flint, Kevin Chu

Chatham:  Students from the Davis Honors Challenge have done some research into how ASUCD is perceived by the student body.  One thing they suggested was redoing our logo to make it appear less cold.  The people at Creative Media have done a great job with these potential logos.  

Pan:  We did some research on the logo ourselves, in addition to that done by the DHC.  By asking people on the Quad, we noticed that most people couldn’t recognize the current ASUCD logo.  We took into account peoples’ feedback and we narrowed it down to the three potential logos you see before you today.  Caitlin will be talking to you about the logo concepts.

Flint:  The first logo draws on the older ASUCD logo, which is still used by a lot of the ASUCD units.  The idea is to represent outreach with the triangle.  For all of the designs we chose lower case letters, just because it’s friendlier.  You’ll see that in a lot of corporate logos as well.  The second one is more of a modular design, featuring a basket weave design, which is a representation of the Davis landscape.  The last design is more of a system that can be applied to multiple things.  It is slightly easier to place next to an additional logo.  There’s flexibility in all these designs, but the third one is the most flexible.  

Torres:  Will there be a process to standardize all the existing logos?

Flint:  The different units do have their existing logos, as a way of representing their autonomy.  So this will be an important step; posing this in a friendly way, telling them the best way to use it.  We can also potentially redesign their logos to make them more in-line with the ASUCD logo.  

Torres:  The one in the middle kind of reminds me of the brick on the Memorial Union as well.

Flint:  That’s a good observation; thank you.

Zwald:  I’m very happy with the third design because you can apply it to anything; it’s very clean.  This is very good work.

Garrett:  What’s the next step for choosing this design?

Flint:  The next step is up to you.  I don’t really know all the rules in place.

Dietrich:  I think this is just an introduction of what’s happening.  We can go back and discuss it, and then decide.  

Garrett:  Maybe we can email the representatives our opinions individually, in order to save time?  That’s my opinion.

Hartstein:  I also enjoy logo number one, and number two as well, but I think it’s a little sharp on top.  Maybe we can use number one as a complete logo, and then maybe using number three for the website and stuff?  I really appreciate all the work that you’ve done.

Flint:  A lot of what we’re finding is that people don’t really want to see ASUCD as a government, as much as a service provided to them.  

Gold:  I really like number three and the versatility of it.  Is there a rough time line for this?

Flint:  Winter quarter is our goal for implementation.

Chatham:  We want the soft launch date to be the second week of winter quarter.  Right now, we’re developing the graphic standards, so that will take pretty much the rest of this quarter.  We don’t want the unit directors to feel like we’re imposing it on them.

Gold:  Have you gotten any other student input?

Flint:  As of right now, not yet.  

Gold:  Thank you for coming to us.  

Rouhafza:  They all look really great.  I like the third one as well, the versatility of it.  

Patrizio:  Number three’s fantastic.  

c. Davis Community Currency—Nicholas Barry

Barry:  Thank you for having me here tonight. I’m launching a community currency; it’s been done in a number of cities already.  It allows people to purchase goods and services and also earn community currency.  It will strengthen the economy by encouraging transactions, and it will strengthen the community.  It will also increase the cachet of Davis.  We’re talking to a lot of businesses and organizations.  The reason why this will be useful for UCD students is that students often have a lot of skills and knowledge, but not a lot of money.  A lot of students are interested in community development.  They would benefit from this because it will be sold at a slight discount, maybe $9 or $9.50 for a $10 bill.  It will increase the connections between students and the city of Davis.  It will offer people skills that are good to have on entering the job market.  My proposal to ASUCD is to work with you to help develop cooperative skill groups.  By this I mean the bike collective, a robotics collective that exists in San Francisco.  These organizations showcase the skills of the participants.  Developing skill groups like this is independent of Davis Dollars.  Some examples are the Bike Barn, a Culinary Arts group, a Textiles group.  A lot of groups like this already exist in Davis.  We can build from these groups, rather than starting from scratch.  On proposal would be to propose a competition, such as the Big Bang, which is put on every year by the Graduate School of Management.  We can have a similar competition to build co-ops.  I recommend that we start off by undertaking a study to see how many groups like this already exist, and then starting the contest during the 2011 school year.  ASUCD can help promote this and help with prize money.  If ASUCD is interested, I can easily prepare a more detailed proposal.

Gold:  What other cities has this happened in?

Barry:  Ithaca, NY, Bloomington Indiana, and there was one in Berkeley for a little while.

Gold:  How involved have the universities in these cities been in this?

Barry:  Sometimes community currencies go for a little while, but if the organizers haven’t done their job well, then they can peter out.  It’s our job to make sure this program is organized.

Gold:  I like this idea, but since there’s already Aggie Cash and Gold Cash I think it could get a little overwhelming.  

Williams:  I really fail to see the point of this, when we have real money, Aggie Cash, and Gold Cash.  I feel that implementing this would actually make it harder for people to make transactions.  I just really don’t see the point of implementing this.  

Barry:  The main thing I’m proposing is the skill groups.  But it’s been found that using community currencies has helped overcome the psychological block to spending money.

Torres:  You talked about being able to buy $10 worth of money for $9 of regular money.  What kind of program do you have in mind for exchanging that back?

Barry:  The purpose of this is really to support the community, so there wouldn’t really be a way to change back from Davis Dollars.

Lebe:  Have you spoken to any specific business about this?

Barry:  Stores like Cartridge World, and the Davis shoe repair shop have shown interest in Davis Dollars in order to increase their customer base.  There are businesses that are interested.

Lebe:  I don’t really understand what the businesses will do with this money after they receive it?

Barry:  They often set quotas, such as allowing up to 20% of the money earned to be Davis Dollars.  They can then, for example, if they’re a restaurant, buy their produce at the farmers’ market.

Lebe: How would you avoid counterfeit?

Barry:  The paper used is difficult to photocopy.  Because this won’t be on a wide scale, it would actually be more expensive to counterfeit these than to buy them.

Lebe:  What exactly are you looking for ASUCD to do for your project?

Barry:  We could use some help with the competition.  I also think that the skill groups would mesh well with the experimental college.   We would also like to work with the EC for promotional purposes.

Lebe:  Where are you in terms of progress?

Barry:  Our goal is to launch in February or March.  

Lebe:  Where would people buy the money?

Barry:  Some credit unions or banks are willing to sell community currency, but in most cases it’s the organization itself.

Raridon:  I don’t see the relationship between Davis Dollars and the existing cooperative groups.  Have you contacted any of these groups?

Barry:  This project would create a network of people with specialized skills.  This works well with the co-op idea.  I have no objection to working with existing organizations.

Garrett:  I think we’ve discussed this quite thoroughly.  I personally don’t see the need for this.  Websites like Craigslist can already help people find the goods and services they need.  What happens if this program fails?  Will people be able to get refunds?  

Gold:  What organization are you with specifically?

Barry:  Davis Dollars.

Gold:  Are you based in other communities as well?

Barry:  Not as of now; but if successful, we could look into creating a sister currency in Woodland.

Rouhafza:  Maybe the next time you come back, you can bring us the statistics and logistics that would help make this more clear.

IV.  
Status of Legislation Previously Passed 


All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.

V.
Introduction of New Legislation 

Authored by:   

GARRETT
Co-authored by:
Hartstein

Introduced by: 

Garrett

Referred to:

Internal Affairs Commission



Business and Finance Commission
An ASUCD Senate Bill to avoid multiple expenditures on a single bill.

Authored by: 

SIDNEY



Co-authored by: 
Goodman

Introduced by:

Taylor

Referred to:  

Internal Affairs Commission


An ASUCD Senate Bill to change the deadline for withdrawal from an election.

Authored by:   

GARRETT
Co-authored by: 
Hartstein, Fleshman

Introduced by: 

Garrett

Referred to:

Internal Affairs Commission



Business and Finance Commission

An ASUCD Senate Bill to require detailed budgets for ASUCD expenditures.

VI.
Public Discussion 

Dietrich:  The reason I did decide to allow the question regarding the Court applicants was that the question had the qualifying statement regarding “hindering your ability” to make unbiased decisions.

Taylor:  I just want to address an accusation that was made by someone at the table.  In the national judicial system, judges are supposed to be completely neutral.  I think there is a problem with having people who are members of slates be on the Court.  

Limon:  I have some questions for the senate table.  Our Excellence in Education sign is missing.  I don’t know why it’s missing.  It’s very costly, so if anybody has seen it, please let me know.  

Patrizio:  Mo, Kevin, and I discussed after last week’s meeting about how confirmations can often become unwieldy, and how we can maybe leave a time after their introduction to us for discussion, or maybe do the confirmation the following week.

Torres:  It’s still up for discussion, but it’s a pretty common procedure in other student government.

Smith:  Regarding Darwin’s experience, I wasn’t even on the ECAC commission when I was appointed chair, so I think he’ll do great. 
VII.
Public Announcements  

VIII. 
Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes 


No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.
IX. 
Appointments/Confirmations

A. Court Members—Emma Seche, Kristin Miller, Kaitlin Clark

Chatham:  This was a very highly applied-for position.  We received nearly 30 applications.  These ladies all did a find job in their interviews; they are all very interested in law; they have good job experience.  

Taylor:  Are any of you currently affiliated with on-campus organizations that may create a bias in your decision?

Clark:  No.

Miller:  Nope.

Seche:  No.

Rouhafza:  What sort of experience do you have that qualifies you for this position?

Clark:  In high school, I was on the mock trial team for four years.  I felt that that gave me a lot of experience with leadership and making sure that things are fair and reasonable. 

Miller:  I’m an intern at the state capitol right now; I feel like that’s given me a different perspective on governments’ problems, as well as skills such as teamwork.  I’m also a political science/econ double major.

Seche:  During high school I was on the speech and debate team for two and a half years, and I’m currently a member of the UCD speech and debate team.  I also have a significant amount of work experience and leadership experience.

Torres:  How will you ensure that the ASUCD court has broad perspectives?

Clark:  Every point of view needs to be taken into consideration.

Miller:  I have a lot of different types of friends; being able to look at things from another person’s perspective is important.

Seche:  I have a philosophy of having an open mind and listening to both sides of an argument.

Gold:  What drew you to the ASUCD Court?

Clark:  I’ve wanted to be an attorney my entire life; ever since I was a kid my grandpa always told me and my sisters that one of us needs to become a doctor, one of us needs to become a lawyer, and one of us needs to be an Indian chief.  Ever since, I’ve wanted to be a lawyer.  I’ve come to the realization that my ideal job would be on the Supreme Court.

Miller:  I also want to go into law.  This past summer I got the opportunity to sit on the Supreme Court, which really drew me to law.

Seche:  Right now I’m deciding between finance and law.  I think this experience will help me with my decision.  

Motion to confirm applicants.

Torres objects.
Torres:  I just want to make it clear that I’m not making an objection, but I think a lot of students in this community would find the language used, “Indian Chief”, to be offensive.

Clark:  I’m sorry.

In a roll call vote of 11-0-1, the applicants are confirmed.
Clemente:  I just want to say that the previous question about any other affiliations that these people have was unethical; I think that shouldn’t affect our decision here.

Motion for a ten-minute break at 7:22 PM.

Meeting resumes at 7:32 PM.

Absent:  Chatham, Raridon

B. Environmental Policy and Planning Commission Chair– Darwin Moosavi

Hartstein:  Darwin is new to the commission, but he has a background in environmentalism.  He has a good plan for EPPC in terms of balancing projects, which I think will help with organizing.

Limon:  What do you think makes you a good chair?

Moosavi:  In high school, I was on a committee of students and board members from my school district to work on issues at our school.  We set up different events.  I was the lead student representative for the entire committee.  In high school, I started our school environmental club.  I set up a recycling program that raised $2,000- $3,000 per year.  With that money, we started a community garden that was used for the AP Environmental Science class.  We also did events such as park cleanups and trail-building.

Patrizio:  This is kind of a unique situation, with the previous chair resigning midway through the quarter.  Why do you think you should be the one to lead this commission?

Moosavi:  Over the last few weeks, I have been one of the outspoken members of the commission.  A lot of the projects that we are pursuing did start with me.  I think the people on the commission would agree that I have always had somewhat of a leadership role.  

Patrizio:  Amy, can you speak at all to what Priya may have left with you?

Hartstein:  She did not leave me a direct message, but she strongly supports Darwin.  She has complete faith in him.

Massoudi:  What are some programs you want to work on?

Moosavi:  One thing we run every year is Earth Week, and we are in the middle of brainstorming about that.  We are considering holding a music event, and trying to come up with a very specific message to be the theme of it.  Also, we are hoping to do something similar to a game show such as The Price is Right, with an emphasis on identifying sustainable products.  We also have other small programs in the works for throughout the year, such as movie screenings.  We want to do one major event per quarter.  We also want to try and work with the different units to try and improve the use of reusable bags in ASUCD.

Smith:  What do you consider to be the biggest environmental issue on campus?

Moosavi:  Davis has already started on a lot of the biggest issues, such as composting.  But I think that plastic bag usage is a big issue that has still remained.  We want to set an example for the rest of the community.

Gold:  Darwin is extremely qualified, but one concern that I have is that this commission has a very high turnover rate.  Darwin only has four weeks of experience, and EPPC chair is responsible for putting on certain events, following certain protocols.  Priya had over a year of experience before she became chair.  My concern is not that Darwin is not qualified environmentally; I just have a few issues with his administrative experience.  This is a very difficult burden to put on someone.  I know he is a great commissioner, but this is just the concern that I have.

Clemente:  Can you explain some of the projects you’ve started this quarter?

Moosavi:  They are still in the development process; they are the one’s I’ve just mentioned.

Clemente:  Has EPPC looked into the use of Styrofoam?

Moosavi:  Styrofoam use in ASUCD is pretty good overall.  We can’t regulate what happens at the Silo.  So we’ve been focusing on the plastic bag issue.

Torres:  What have you done to prepare yourself for the position?

Moosavi:  I will be keeping in close touch with Priya.  As Senator Gold states, it is going to be a difficult transition, but I have a lot of people who are willing to help me with it, such as Will Klein, who was on the commission last year.

Hartstein:  Becoming chair in any commission is a really difficult transition.  As far as that goes, I’m completely willing to help Darwin out.  I think there’s definitely a learning curve, but I think with a little extra work, he can catch up.  

Limon:  I completely agree with Amy that the transition is difficult no matter what.  I served on my commission for two years before I became chair.  I think to expect a commissioner to know the logistics is unreasonable.  Becoming chair is when you are forced to learn all these crazy details.  I think what qualifies you is your passion for the environment and your willingness to learn.

Garrett:  Would you be willing to take the advice of the rest of the senate table?

Moosavi:  Of course, yes.

Garrett:  Would you be willing to talk to previous EPPC chairs?

Moosavi:  Yes.

Garrett motions for confirmation.

No objections to confirmation.

C. Experimental College Director—Gaurev Kumar 

Taylor:  What sort of experience do you have working at the Experimental College?

Kumar:  I actually don’t have any.  But I think that the skills I have will be extraordinarily useful for this position.  I think I bring a lot to the table.

Massoudi:  What kind of ideas do you have to improve enrollment and visibility?

Kumar:  I don’t think there’s a concept yet of online registration; that’s something that we definitely need to get moving on.  I think publicity is also important.  The second floor of the Silo is not a great location, and there are no indicators that it’s there.  I think that the catalogue should also be more colorful and eye-grabbing.  

Hartstein:  Have you taken a look at the long-range plan for the Experimental College?

Kumar:  I haven’t yet, but I will definitely do that.

Raridon:  What are your plans in terms of maintaining the accessibility of classes?

Kumar:  I think we definitely need to look into cost-cutting.  We need to take out all the “junk” per se, take out the classes that aren’t being enrolled in.

No objections to confirmation.

D. Gender and Sexuality Commission—Laura Thatcher

Not present.

IX.
Unit Director Reports

Picnic Day—Monica Lindholm

Lindholm:  I just want to give a few brief updates.  Our theme is now officially “Carpe Davis—Seizing Opportunity”.  We are in the process of selecting our logo right now.  We are also updating our website, and we are recruiting directors and lots of volunteers.

X.
Ex-Officio Reports 

A. 
Commission Chair Persons
Smith:  I held office hours on Monday and Tuesday.  At our commission meeting on Monday we introduced the new ECAC members.  I talked with Nina Massoumi about collaborating for a comedy show with a social justice theme in February.  I went to the International Week meeting on Tuesday to meet with Jennifer Wong and others working on the week.  I’m in the process of reserving the conference room for Pass the Plate, which will be held on November 17th.  Different groups will be bringing dishes to represent their culture.  I met with J.I.E. on Wednesday to talk about collaboration.  I went to the chair orientation on Tuesday with Vice President Dietrich and Dana.  The commission volunteer outing will soon be scheduled.  Regarding MESA week, we found out that it coincides with Black Family Week.  We’ve had to change some things; it’s now the week of May 18th.

Limon:  On Friday, October 30th, I attended the commission chair training with Vice President Dietrich and Senator Witana.  I also met with AAC Vice Chair Navid and began to plan for the Excellence in Education Awards ceremony and met with commission members Marcus Tang and Jessica Jaswal to finalize the planning on our Last Lecture Series event taking place November 17th.  On Monday, I held office hours from 4:30 to 6:30 PM.  I held the AAC meeting and we unanimously passed Senate Resolution #4.  We continued to plan for the Last Lecture Series.  We also discussed taking money from our budget to increase the amount of money given to AB 540 students through SPEAK and La Raza Pre-Law.  On Wednesday, I held office hours from 4:30-6:30 PM.  I also attended the Outreach Assembly meeting and the Parli-Pro workshop.  

Percoco:  I held office hours, and I made a Facebook event for the blood drive.  I posted for EAC positions and worked with Delta Chi to make a flyer for an upcoming event.

Williams:  On Friday, I went to the commission chair orientation.  On Monday I held office hours, and on Tuesday I held our meeting, where we talked about Senate Bills 10, 11, and 12.  On Wednesday I went to the CC/CN long range plan meeting, and I held office hours.  I am bored, and I don’t have any pressing issues which need to be addressed.  If anyone has any finance-related issues for me, please let me know.

Hartstein:  On Sunday, I wrote three bills with Danny.  On Monday, I sat on the EPPC Chair interviews, attended the IAC meeting, where we authored Senate Bill #12 for the Post Office Long-Range Plan.  On Tuesday, I had my pass one—don’t forget yours!  I held office hours and attended B&F.  On Wednesday, I attended the Campus Copies/Classical Notes Long-Range Plan meeting; you will see it next week.  Thanks to Jeff, Eli, and Chelsea for attending!  I attended OA and met all the new members.  After a fun ice-breaker, I did the parli-pro workshop for them.  They were very attentive and excited to learn the information.  On Thursday, I held office hours.

Raridon:  We started the booking process for an LGBT rights and sex-positivity activist to present an event at the UC Davis campus.  We also initiated efforts to reformulate the Queer Student Union.  I spoke with the External Affairs Commission chair about coordinating an educational campaign concerning blood drives and men who have sex with men and their partners.  On October 30th I attended a commission chair orientation meeting.  I have continued organizing commissioners into subcommittees in preparation for Generation Sex Week.

Moosavi:  I was interviewed on Monday, and had my first meeting on Tuesday.  I will start having office hours next week, which will be Monday from 2-4 PM and Wednesday from 10-11 AM and 2-3 PM.  At our meeting, we discussed the palm oil-free candy event, which will take place before Christmas.  Palm oil farming uses slash-and-burn methods, which is an important message to get out.  We have selected our Earth Week theme: “Saving Some Green”, which touches on the bad economic times.  We want to offer ways to save money while being environmentally friendly.  We are also working on our organic t-shirts; they will be made by Yeoman Organics, a new student-run organic t-shirt company we are supporting.

B. 
Outreach Assembly Speaker
Fleshman:  I attended commission chair training, and I went to Amy’s parli-pro workshop.  This week, I worked on a binder for the new Outreach Assembly Speaker; it has all the important documents that they will need to do the job.  I just posted for my position.  

C. 
ASUCD Controller

XII.
Elected Officer Reports 

A. President
B. Vice President
Dietrich:  Joe and I met with the student assistants to the Chancellor to talk about some collaboration issues.  Also, we talked with them about some issues with the Chancellor’s undergraduate advisor committee; we want to include ASUCD in their hiring process.  We’re going to continue to talk with student affairs about this.  I led chair orientations; thank you to all you who attended.  I also led the City/ASUCD liaison meeting.  I’m going to be writing a report outline of our plans for the year.  We decided that renters’ rights are going to be our primary focus.  Joe and I also met with Fred Wood to talk about Unitrans furloughs, and where the money is going.  It seems like a lot of that money is going back to the administration, which we were not happy to hear.  

C. ASUCD Senators
Torres:  This week, I held a meeting with the Campus Center for the Environment, and I attended Dia de Los Muertos rally and procession on the MU patio.  I also attended the ASUCD Senate Candidates’ forum in Griffin Lounge.  I went to the planning committee meetings for both the 2010 Student of Color Conference and for REACH.  I attended the Academic Affairs Commission meeting, where we discussed ideas about a scholarship.  I also went to the Business and Finance and Ethnic and Cultural Affairs meetings.  Of the legislation I’ve written, Senate Resolution #4 has been passed, and Senate Bill #10 has been tabled.

Clemente:  I attended the APCW meeting, and I held office hours.  I was involved in the planning of a APATH mental health program, and I attended the Student of Color Conference planning meeting.  I will also be attending the Asian Pacific Leadership Conference (APLC) next week, so I will not be here.  I will be setting up a meeting with the CCE for a program.  I attended the Asian Pacific Islander Leadership Retreat meeting.  We are short on funding; I will be writing a bill soon.

Witana:  On Friday, I held chair orientations with Vice President Dietrich and Chairs Limon, Raridon, and Williams.  On Monday, I held my office hours, and I sat on EPPC chair interviews and went to IAC.  Tuesday, I voted, attended EPPC, and had my Pass 1.  On Wednesday, I attended the Senate candidate debate and Outreach Assembly, where I participated with parli-pro, and worked to held gather archives from the various clubs and positions.

Massoudi:  I held office hours on Thursday.  I was in the 10th Congressional District all day Tuesday for John Garamendi’s election to Congress.  I will meet with Brett Burns next Friday at noon to discuss a home for KDVS.  I also finally turned in all my paperwork so I can start getting paid for my position as a senator.

Gold:  I attended the bookstore expansion meeting, held office hours, and talked to the Outreach Assembly regarding the science and engineering commission.  I participated in the EPPC chair interview, attended B&F, and cried after Chair Percoco insulted me.  Twice.

Patrizio:  I held office hours from 1-3 PM on Monday and Wednesday.  I had meetings about the e-waste event and Financial Aid Week.  I attended the candidate debate.  I am currently working on two bills, including one for the funding of the 5th floor project.  I attended Lobby Corps and B&F, and I met with the Ag TV director.  I also met with President Chatham about ASUCD involvement in the budget crisis teach-in.  

Rouhafza:  I met with my interns, as well as Justin Gold and Jan Gong regarding the BloodSource project.  I met with Jackie from AAC, Taylor Fleshman from OA, Jasmine from ECAC, and the Senate candidates.  I held office hours, but forgot to check in.

Lebe:  I held office hours and started cleaning up SGAO.  I also did some LEAD stuff.  I talked with Maryum about going to the Regents meeting.  I also registered for my last quarter at UCD.  

Garrett:  On Sunday, I met with Amy Hartstein to write legislation.  It was a great success.  On Monday, I held my office hours.  On Wednesday I finished writing two pieces of legislation and submitted it.  I held office hours and went to the candidate debate.  

Zwald:  This week I held office hours, attended EPPC, and gave my advice on programs and suggested one of my own.  I also had a chat with the Entertainment Council about their recent movie screening’s success.  At $1 admission, they made money; this will likely subsidize movies on the quad this spring, which was one of my platform goals.  I also helped OA learn Parli-Pro.

Taylor:  This week I attended the B&F commission to see authored legislation.  I held office hours on Monday from 12-1 PM, and Tuesday from 4-6 PM in the ASUCD Senate Office.  I attended the ASUCD candidate debate on Wednesday in Griffin Lounge.  I made plans to meet Zimride reps next Monday with President Chatham, and will be attending the first meeting for Media Board next Friday.

XIII.
New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks 
Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements

See attachment.
XIV.  
Consideration of Old Legislation

A. SR #4
   Torres

Torres:  This is an ASUCD Senate Resolution to oppose fee increases for AB 540 students.  The purpose of this resolution is to raise awareness for these students.  As I’m sure all of you know, these students are not eligible for financial aid.  They are undocumented students.  They have to attend a California high school for three years and receive a diploma.  They also have to receive an affidavit from the State.  The reason I wrote this is because we’ve been talking a lot about fee increases; the University administration has done a lot to make sure that low-income students will not be affected by the fee increases, such as with the Blue and Gold scholarship.  I just want to raise awareness about the AB 540 students at this table, and to the Regents.

Limon:  We saw this resolution; the commission really liked it.  We had nobody opposing it; our vote was 7-0-2, with two abstentions due to absence.  We feel that this is an underrepresented community, and I urge for a speedy passage.

Smith:  The ECAC also thought this was a great resolution.  We thought that ASUCD represents all students on campus, including AB 540 students.  We urge for a speedy passage.

Public Discussion:

Torres:  AB 540 students have not been discussed at all in the media.  Although this resolution doesn’t seem to be doing a lot, it will at least put the word AB 540 into discussion.

Patrizio:  I think it’s absurd to say that we shouldn’t speak out just because they’re not registered.  Because they’re not qualified for financial aid, this would hit them 2 or 3 times as hard.

Zwald:  I think this resolution is a good step; I will be voting yes.

Taylor:  For three Senate meetings in a row, we talked a lot about how we as a Senate need to take action against the fee increases.  I want to commend Mo for doing that; you’ve brought forth two amazing resolutions so far.

Senate Discussion:


Massoudi:  I’m in full support of this resolution.  Where do we go from here?  As a body, I think we should start thinking about how we can become more active.

Torres:  I’ve been in communication with an organization that would try and help us with preventing this fee in crease for AB 540 students.  Immigration legislation in this state is so confusing, but that’s where we’re heading.  

Patrizio:  This would be a good thing to bring to the State Capitol with Lobby Corps because it addresses the fee increases directly.

Senate Resolution #4 is called to question.

Senate Resolution #4 passes unanimously.  

B. SB #10
   Torres

Torres motions to table Senate Bill #10.

C. SB #11    Taylor

Taylor:  I’ve talked about this for a couple weeks now.  I’m passing around copies of the equipment we’re going to be purchasing; it has all the specs and prices.  Like I said before, the main point of having a voice record is to have a clear, clean-cut, perfect record of the proceedings of the ASUCD Senate.  Right now, all we have is a typed-up record made by the Senate Recorder, which is often paraphrased.  As an organization with a multi-million dollar budget, I think there needs to be no question as to what happened at our meetings.  The second reason for this is to make the recording available as podcasts.  There is a concern that no one will want to listen to a five-hour clip of the senate meeting.  The new Macs that SGAO is getting allows them to edit audio clips; this would give the webmaster the ability to help contribute to transparency.  I sent all of you the recording of last week’s meeting, and the sound quality was great, except for that a few people who were farther away were a little faint, but that will be amended by the second microphone we are ordering.

Public Discussion:

Hartstein:  This is great; I could have streamed senate meetings while I was abroad last quarter.  I think this is a great idea.

Taylor:  Also, in terms of how senate meetings can go ridiculously long sometimes, it has a capacity to record 575 hours.

Zwald:  I was skeptical about this at first, but now I’ve come to recognize how much it will increase transparency.

Garrett:  Why limit it to Senate meetings?  There is a whole world of possibilities out there.  This bad boy can get a lot of mileage. 

Senate Discussion:

Gold:  Have we decided who will be taking care of this?

Garrett:  I believe Trevor has said the recorder will manage this.

Taylor:  I’m actually writing another bill for next week that will add in the digital recordings to SGAO’s responsibility to take care of the minutes.  

Patrizio:  In B&F we talked about this a lot.  I asked about warranty information, and that question wasn’t answered.  Do you have any information on when the warranty will expire?

Taylor:  I’m assuming that it’s going to come with some sort of warranty, but as long as we keep it in good condition… I can find out if you’d like, but I don’t think that should stop us from purchasing this.  

Senate Bill #11 is called to question.

Massoudi objects.

Massoudi:  All this uploading of files is eventually going to be a pretty big burden.  Who’s going to be in charge of getting all the data space for this?  Over the years, this is going to take up a huge amount of space.

Taylor:  We don’t necessarily need to keep up every recording.  I think just having a year’s worth would be fine.

Garrett:  I’m sure down the years, we can buy an external hard drive to store these.

Senate Bill #11 is called to question.

Senate Bill #11 passes unanimously.

Ten-minute break at 8:40 PM.  


Meeting resumes at 8:50 PM.

In absentia:  Chatham, Yani

D. SB #12    IAC

Chan:  This is the long range plan for the Post Office.  It’s a unit we don’t hear about much; it seems to be a very well-run unit.  The finance section was looked at by Controller Yani.  Commissioner Web from EPPC came to look at the sustainability portion.  If you have any suggestions for improvements, please let me know.  

Williams:  We liked this, particularly the part about maybe selling stamps and envelopes, which we currently cannot do.  We urge a speedy passage.  

Public Discussion:

Lebe:  I want to comment on the section under finance and future plans.  I wasn’t even aware that the campus sells flat-rate boxes.  I highly recommend that you guys follow through with that.  Other than that, this looks really good.

Garrett:  Do you know why the post office is currently not allowed to sell envelopes?

Hunt:  It’s because the bookstore sells them too.  We are going to look into asking them to let us sell them for them.

Williams:  The section under stamps only has a $45,000 line item to purchase stamps.  Do you make a profit for stamps sales?

Hunt:  No.  Whatever revenue we get, we give back to the Post Office.

Williams:  Are there other things you aren’t allowed to sell?

Hunt:  We can only have priority boxes, no plain cardboard boxes.

Torres:  I’m interested in the PO boxes.  Are they completely paid-off, or are you still paying for them?

Hunt:  That was a one-time purchase.  People who pay for PO boxes pay a certain fee.  We’re thinking of advertising to students, since it’s easier for them to keep one address throughout their time here.

Hartstein:  You can’t sell stamps for profit, but you can sell envelopes for profit.  Also, there isn’t a recycle bin, and I’ve heard similar complaints from units during the move.  Who would we talk to about that?

Patrizio:  Beyond the recycling bins, I don’t see any problem with this.  I motion to move into Senate discussion.

Senate Bill #12 is called to question.

Senate Bill #12 passes unanimously.

XV. 
Other Business

Gold:  I think I’m going to talk to the person from Campus Unions to see if we can get someone to paint the wall that is blocking off the construction zone in the Coho.  If you know of anyone who would be interested in painting it, let me know.  

Clemente:  Do you want a mural, or a kind of graffiti wall that everyone can paint on?

Massoudi:  There was a student art gallery that we gave money to; maybe that would be a good place to start looking for artists.  

Witana:  We’ve now reached about halfway through the quarter; I just want to remind everyone to get their unit directors to come in and give their report.

Limon:  At our past meeting, we discussed the idea of creating awareness for the AB 540 issues.  We looked in our budget, and for the past two years, we’ve been giving back $500 to capital reserves.  I want to take AAC and use the money that was given to us and use it to help students.  I think we should use some of this money to help the AB 540 students.  Every year, scholarships are given to these students; I would like to try and raise the amount of money they receive.  Everyone was in favor of this past resolution, so I think through AAC, I’m more than willing to work on this issue.  To anyone who would like to work with us; we would love your input.  

Garrett:  I think that you should perhaps use that money for an event that would garner you more money.  Maybe you can work with the entertainment council, for like a benefit concert or a movie showing or something.  

Limon:  I think taking that money and trying to double it or triple it would be a great idea.

Smith:  The ECAC would love to get involved in that.  If you want to set up a meeting time, let me know.  

Raridon:  In about two weeks, the Regents will be deciding what will be happening with the fee hikes.  A number of people are going to be going to Berkeley to take action regarding this on the 18th.  Also, if you’re wondering what’s going on with the tri-cooperatives, there are open meetings now every Sunday at 7 PM.

Massoudi:  Is there anything similar to this happening in Berkeley?

Raridon:  There are a number of things going on like this, a number of teach-ins.  The idea is that the UCs in the southern part of the state will be going to UCLA, and those in the northern part will be going to Berkeley.

Patrizio:  They are still looking for someone to volunteer to speak at the Regents’ meeting in UCLA as well.


Lebe:  I volunteered for that, and they emailed me back saying that they didn’t think it was financially sound to send someone down there.  But I’m still willing to go, and I still think it would be a good use of our resources.

Hartstein:  That’s unfortunate, because I think having someone read a statement from us would not be nearly as powerful as sending a representative.  

Garrett:  My hometown is LA, so I would be willing to take two days off of school to drive someone down there.

Limon:  In the bylaws it says you’re supposed to require your commission members to attend Senate meetings at least once a quarter.  I’ve implemented that so far, and I’ve gotten a really positive feedback because my commissioners have learned a lot about ASUCD and how it’s run.  I really want to push you to let your commission members know that this is a requirement.

Percoco:  I’ve told my commissioners every week to come, but I’ve only had two come so far.

Limon:  I announce it and have them sign up.  Sometimes I remind them through emails.

Dietrich:  I want to touch on the matter of the Regents’ meeting that’s coming up.  We’ve given Student Affairs an increase in their travel budget, and it wouldn’t be too expensive to fly someone down there.  I will speak to them about this; I think it’s really important to send someone down there.  

Lebe:  It sounds to me like all the options haven’t been explored, and I think they need to be because it’s happening in two weeks.

Garrett:  In terms of reimbursement, I’m not worried about that.  I can pay for gas; we can drive, we can fly, I don’t care.

Dietrich:  There will probably be an email thread to explore that soon because Joe and I are not happy about that.

Williams:  University Affairs has an $1800 line item for transportation.

Limon:  November 17th we’re having our Last Lecture Series.  For those of you who don’t know, it was started by our past chair person Christine.  It’s more than just a social event with a professor who speaks on a random subject; it’s a lot more than that.  We have these amazing professors at this university who are experts in their field.  If you don’t have the opportunity to take classes from these professors, you can come here them speak.  It’s at 7:10 PM in Griffin Lounge.

Zwald:  During the break, I got a call from a constituent who previously came to every one of our meetings last year and listed the names of those men and women who were killed in the line of duty.  He wanted me to announce to the Senate that today twelve U.S. soldiers were killed and ten were wounded at Fort Hood, Texas when a military psychologist fired on his own troops.  I would like to request a moment of silence in respect for these men and women.

Smith:  Our events seem to be on the same days at the same time pretty frequently.  I was wondering if there was any way we could start some sort of calendar to help organize us.

Massoudi:  Google has a great app for that.

Witana motions to adjourn at 9:29 PM.


No objections to adjournment.
XVII. Adjournment

Meeting adjourns at 9:29 PM.

Opinion of the Court

------------------

ON A REQUEST FOR DELIBERATION

------------------

CLARIFICATION OF THE MEANING OF “NON-CAPITAL EXPENDITURES FOR

ASUCD UNITS, SENATE PROGRAMS, AND SENATE PROJECTS”, AS STATED IN

THE DEFINITION OF ‘ASUCD SENATE RESERVES’; BYLAW 1100 G.

[November 4, 2009]

JUSTICE  MAROON,  with  whom  CHIEF  JUSTICE  WHITNEY  and  JUSTICES

MEYERHOFF, KARIMI, and ORNELAS concur, delivers his recommendation.

I  consider  the meaning of  “non-capital  expenditures  for ASUCD Units, Senate programs,

and Senate projects”, as stated in the definition of ‘ASUCD Senate Reserves’ in bylaw 1100

G.

I

The phrase ‘non-capital expenditure’ denotes the simple negation of the phrase 

‘capital expenditure’. Bylaw 1100 D defines a capital expenditure as such: 

  “Either expenditure for an asset with a useful life of more than two (2) years or expenditure for                  

  construction.” 

Thus, a non-capital expenditure should not meet either of the above listed sufficient 

conditions for a capital expenditure. 

II
  We turn to the meaning of ‘ASUCD Units’. That phrase should denote those 

branches of ASUCD government that are constitutionally established. Those committees, 

commissions, and offices that are established in accordance with the ASUCD bylaws should 

also be included therein.  

III
  In interpreting the phrase ‘Senate programs’, we are guided by the following 

definition of the term ‘program’: A program is a planned, coordinated system of activities, or 

a facility offering such a system of activities, which is designed to meet some social, 

institutional, or political need. The prefixion of the word ‘Senate’ to that term makes

necessary some level of involvement of one or more sitting ASUCD Senator(s) with the 

relevant program. We do not understand a program to be a ‘Senate program’ by virtue of its 

provision of goods or services to ASUCD members. ASUCD co-sponsorship alone may or 

may not constitute such an involvement. It would seem that at least one ASUCD Senator 

should be able to demonstrate a sustained and intimate involvement in or with the primary 

beneficiary of the proposed expenditure. Primary beneficiaries might include but not be 

limited to groups of individuals, cause-oriented organizations, and ASUCD members in 

general. Of course, any expenditure by ASUCD on Senate programs should accord with our 

Principles of Community, and must accord the ASUCD Constitution and the ASUCD 

bylaws writ large. 

IV
  The following definition of the term ‘project’ guides my interpretation of the 

phrase ‘Senate Projects’, as cited in bylaw 1100 G: A project is an undertaking or specific 

task of investigation that is initiated with some specific goal in mind. Though ASUCD cosponsorship

 may not be as feasible an indicator of the requisite Senate involvement in this 

case, it would seem that the ‘sustained and intimate involvement’ standard enunciated above 

retains its suitability here. Of course, any expenditure by ASUCD on Senate projects should 

accord with our Principles of Community and must accord with the ASUCD Constitution 

and the ASUCD bylaws writ large. 

V
  This short exercise in clarification carries none of the weight of a formal opinion. 

With an absence of known circumstance comes a definitional elasticity of vague terms and 

phrases. Where vagueness leaves us unsure of the meaning of our statutes, context often 

colours our understanding. Thus, this recommendation’s comprehensiveness is constrained 

to the extent that context matters in interpreting bylaw 1100 G.
Opinion of the Court
------------------

ON A REQUEST FOR DELIBERATION

------------------

CLARIFICATION ON THE MEANING OF “QUALIFICATIONS” IN THE

QUESTIONING OF ASUCD APPOINTEES IN ASUCD BYLAWS 503 (C) AND

503(E).

[November 4, 2009]

CHIEF JUSTICE WHITNEY, with whom JUSTICES ORNELAS, MEYERHOFF,

KARIMI, AND MAROON concur, delivers the Court’s recommendation.
I

The ASUCD Court considers the following definition to be sufficient for the term 

“qualifications” as stated in the ASUCD Bylaws: 

Qualification: 1. The possession of qualities or properties (such as fitness or capacity) 

inherently or legally necessary to make one eligible for a position or office, or to perform a 

public duty or function. Voter qualification requires one to meet residency, age, and 

registration. 

II
After reviewing the Bylaws in question, we feel that the term “qualification” mentioned in 

both sections is stated in the same context.  
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