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29 April 2010
I. Call to Order
Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM.

II. Quorum Roll Call
Absent:  Zwald, Ekhator, Juarez, Thongsavat (arrived late), Smith, Moosavi (arrived late), Percoco (arrived late), Raridon (Caitlin Alday as substitute).
III. Presentations
a. CIW—Liz Fitzgerald

Brown:  One of the reasons we came here tonight was that when we were trying to get this bill passed, we promised to do educational stuff.  But there’s also a lot of this that will probably be new information to y’all.  A bucket of tomatoes that weighs 32 pounds goes for about $0.45.  The average individual income of a farm worker is given in this chart; it’s very much below the poverty level.  These farm workers are among the most economically disadvantaged group in the U.S.  There’s a myth that immigrant workers don’t pay taxes, but they pay the same sales, real estate, payroll taxes as you.  There have been seven cases of modern day slavery charges since 1997.  
Fitzgerald:  The CIW began in 1993, as a community organization of farm workers based out of Immokalee, Florida.  They work for affordable housing, human right issues, and to fight against incidences of modern day slavery.  The CIW doesn’t negotiate with the growers; they go above that even further to pressure the corporations. 
Cano:  About how much money did you guys get from the PayPal account?

Fitzgerald:  About $60.

Voyce:  What is next for you five?

Brown:  Primarily, we’re going to be getting out of financial debt.  This is the first presentation I’ve been involved in because we’ve been doing post-facto fundraisers.  We’re looking to have someone come visit next week, as well as a movie screening.

Voyce:  I would really like to encourage you to pursue an Outreach Assembly grant.  The grant request form is available online.

IV. Status of Legislation Previously Passed
All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.

V. Introduction of New Legislation
Authored by: 

VOYCE

Introduced by: 

Rombi

Referred to: 

IAC

An ASUCD bill to alter the structure, design, and duties of the ASUCD Outreach Assembly.
Authored by:  

TANNER

Co-authored by: 
Walz, Castillo-Ruiz, Romero, Cano

Introduced by: 

Tanner

Referred to:

ECAC




GASC
An ASUCD Senate Resolution to officially oppose Arizona's Senate Bill 1070 authored by Arizona Senate Member Russell Pearce.
Authored by: 

Ekhator

Co-Authored by: 
Monisha Newbon, Ta’Sheema Taylor, Castillo-Ruiz

Introduced by: 

Ekhator

Referred to: 

ECAC




B&F
A senate bill to allocate $2,073.10 from senate reserves to Black Intellectuals Graduating for Black Graduation Celebration 2010.

VI. Public Discussion

Walz:  I wanted to bring up the discussion of Picnic Day, or the Contractor’s Union coming to ASUCD.

Meyerhoff:  The new website is up.  I’m going to start uploading legislation from previous years next week.  Most of your senator pages are blank, with a few exceptions.  Please go to the Senate page and fill in the information.

Arce:  I think having a picture of each person is a great idea, but I think it would be better to have consistent photos of every person.
Rombi:  I invited all of you on Facebook to the next public meeting.  It’s going to be in Tercero because the decision was pretty much split between Tercero and Segundo but Dominic told me that it was the only one that wasn’t booked.
Lee:  The construction workers; is there any news about their meeting with Katehi?
Witana:  It was news to the Chancellor; she wasn’t aware of it.  We need to contact Student Housing about this.

Lee:  I hate the Arizona Bill, but I don’t know if it’s legal or appropriate for us to pass a resolution against it.  When Lamar Haystack was running for City Council, we passed a resolution in support of him, and we were told that it would possibly compromise our nonprofit status.  This is a human rights issue, but I think the debate over the bill is political.

Tanner:  We took your critiques into consideration, and we used them to change our WHEREAS clauses, to call for a UC boycott of Arizona.  I recognize your critiques, but it very much does affect the campus in its current state.  
Menovske:  What does it mean to boycott a state?

Tanner:  To boycott anything produced, manufactured, or from a company headquartered in Arizona.

Lee:  I highly recommend that we talk to Mark Champagne about this so we don’t risk losing our nonprofit status.

VII. Public Announcements

Percoco:  Battle of the Bands is this Saturday, to support Camp Kesem.

Walz:  If you’ve ever disliked what I’ve said at the Senate table enough to pie me in the face, you can have the opportunity to do so at my sorority’s philanthropy event next Wednesday.  

Menovske:  We planted five trees this weekend.  If you’re coming from the ARC towards the MU, there’s a grove of trees next to Holcomb Hall.  You should all go check them out.  There’s a fig tree, a lemon tree, pomegranate, loquat, and plum.  Greek Week is also happening.  You all should buy t-shirts from my team so we can win.  All proceeds go to Cal Aggie Camp.

Shaikh:  I met with the librarians last week.  They were interested in starting a focus group to bridge the gap between student government and the library staff.  They wanted me to gauge the response from the Senate table.  
Lee:  Alpha Chi Omega is having their Nachos Night tomorrow, which will be zero waste.  And I really thought that we were extremely timely tonight.  I think we should try and follow this example that we’ve set tonight in the future.

Alday:  I’m working with the CCC on a project called Breaking Barriers, which will be taking place in King Lounge.  I think you all should come.

Chen:  I’m required by the bylaws to say that I’ve reallocated $500 from the student government account to the room reservation account, because we need to reserve rooms for budget hearings, which will be May 14th-16th.

Witana:  After speaking with Greg Dizan, he reminded me of the tradition of the yearly joint Senate-City Council meeting, which I’m trying to reinstate.

Castillo-Ruiz:  La Gran Tardeada is this Saturday.  There’s an annual run taking place, which I’m going to be participating in.  It’s a 5K run around Putah Creek.
Romero:  I went to an academic workshop on Tuesday from the Learning Skills Center.  It was really interesting, and I think all of us should remember that those resources are available.  

Tanner:  I wanted to remind everyone that the Womyn’s Leadership Conference planning meeting is tomorrow at 10 AM in the Cross Cultural Center.  Also, Tim Wise is going to be speaking about white privilege on Wednesday.  Also, I think that we should have more awards that ASUCD Senate gives out to individuals, such as an award for being a really great director of a unit.  I think we generally should be awarding people who are going above and beyond.

Smith:  I talked last meeting about Souloju, a duo who are going to be performing at 7 PM at Delta of Venus tomorrow.  
Menovske:  Sarah, the staff director of CALPIRG, is going to be leaving to attend a master’s program in Georgetown, so say goodbye to her.  We’re also looking into the legality of helping run a campaign to save the sports teams.

Lee:  Sergio’s passing around some really detailed information dealing with viewpoint neutrality.  It’s basically everything I ever could have wanted.  I suggest that you all read this.  I wanted to elaborate about BloodSource.  Shawdee and I went to Anaheim to give a presentation regarding MSM discrimination.  I wanted to encourage all of you to think of examples for how we can further our protest of the discriminatory practices.

Walz:  I’m currently in the process of reading through everything the Chancellor has sent out about the budget, and I’ll send out a summary for you guys to look at, because it’s pretty interesting.  A lot of what the athletes have said is true, but also a lot of what the Chancellor has said was pretty reasonable.   

Rombi:  I was also at the athlete’s planning meeting yesterday.  We were talking about renting out freeborn and having a town hall, probably in two weeks.  

Rombi motions for a ten-minute break at 8:57 PM.

No objections.

Lee:  The goal is to participate in the blood drives as a means of protesting the MSM policies.  Second, BloodSource has a lab where they process the blood, and they invited all of us to come and see the work that they do.  They’re open on the weekends, and they’d probably feed us.  They really want us to come and visit.
Voyce:  The test screening for the giant screen that we have went really well.  The screen looks amazing.  There’s a movie showing tomorrow night.

Lee:  Alex Park told me that they should have gone through INC.  When we go over bills that deal with purchases of that sort, we need to make sure they go through INC.
Walz:  I’m a having a get-together at my house on Saturday.  You guys are all invited.  

Rombi:  EC is doing a screening of The Blindside on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
VIII. Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes

No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.
IX. Appointments and Confirmations
a. IAC—Fatima Mohammad-Zakir
Cano:  Fatima gave an excellent interview.  She’s also Andre’s intern.  I urge a speedy confirmation.

Chen:  What is your favorite bylaw?

Mohammad-Zakir:  I like that meetings are open to the public.

Rombi:  What is your least favorite bylaw?

Mohammad-Zakir:  I know that everybody has to turn in reports.  It’s not bad, but it’s annoying.

No objections to confirmation.
b. AAC—Susan Saephanh
Shaikh:  Susan is an extremely eager person to be involved in student government in general, and I think this is a great avenue for her to do that.  She has a lot of experience, and I think she’ll bring a great perspective to the commission.

Walz:  What are some of your new ideas?
Saephanh:  I want to promote to the professors on campus regarding making hard-copy readers available to their students, in addition to posting the readings online.  I also want to promote the tutoring services that are offered on campus, in order to help retain students.

Menovske:  In your opinion, what is the most underutilized academic resource on campus?

Saephanh:  Definitely advising and tutoring.  I know not many students take advantage of these services because they want to try and do things on their own.

Walz:  Can you share with us some of your experience with academic issues?

Saephanh:  I haven’t really necessarily done anything that pertains to academics, but in high school I was editor in chief for yearbook, and involved in a lot of clubs, such as Rotaract.  

No objections to confirmation.

X. Unit Director Reports
XI. Ex-Officio Reports
a. Commission Chairs

Percoco:  
CFC gave us funding for SafeBoats, and we had a pretty lengthy discussion about finding solutions to the Picnic Day issues at our commission meeting.

Williams:  
This week I sat on IAC interviews, held office hours, had a meeting, and held more office hours.
Cano:  

Monday: Held office hours from 11-2pm. Later, IAC saw two ballot measures, which we approved the language for. At night, I got P.E.A.C.E trained with Joey.

Tuesday: Held office Hours from 11-2pm. Had IAC interviews, which we picked one candidate. 

Wednesday: Went to the Student Housing contractor meeting, then I had office hours from 11-1.

Thursday: Crammed for 2 midterms tomorrow, which I am not prepared for...yet. Also went to tutor 3rd graders. Will hold more office hours tomorrow and possibly write a new chapter of the Bylaws.

Shaikh:

Monday: Interviewed a Professor for Awards. Briefed my new commissioner. Held Meeting, discussed Library Focus Group. 

Tuesday: got in touch with the guy who makes plaques. Tried to reserve a room for Last Lecture Series. Finalized banner and logo designs for AAC

Wednesday: Got in touch with Reprographics for banner. 

Thursday: Worked on Awards ceremony stuff. 

Will be interviewing more professors and working on Awards/ Banner stuff Friday and next week.

Smith:

· Attended Stompfest 2010 on Saturday April 24th

· Held commission meeting Monday April 26, 2010

· MESA Week update

· Commission T-Shirt updates

· Research for Resolutions

· MESA Floor Res(similar to the Native American Floor)

· Professor Bruce Haynes Res

· MESA Week Res (will happen after ECAC’s MESA Week)

· Talked about Ethnic Grads 

· Soulaju will be coming this weekend!

· Held office hours Monday @ Senate, Tuesday @ Hart Hall, and Today @ CCC and Senate.

· Had a meeting with Professor Osumare Halifu to finalize ECAC’s role in our collaboration with the Spreading the Word: Hip Hop in Ghana and the US event.

· 1st Part: Lecture by Professor Osumare and screening of the film Homegrown, with the director coming to the filming and holding a Q&A. May 19th in Wellman 2.

· 2nd Part: Concert on Black Family Day, May 22nd, on the quad. Performance by Blitz, the Ambassador. Ghanaian rapper living in New York.

· Went to Creative Media ASUCD to put in a request for flier designs. Will be working with Caitlin Flint.

· Went to CEVS to reserve the room reservations for two of MESA week’s events. The lecture and discussion on religion May 12th and the Pass the Plate: MESA style.

· Had meeting with Joey Chen about ECAC budget, as well as checked up on some allocation questions.

· Went to National Council of Negro Women (NCNW)’s women’s panel on Tuesday.

· Helping to collaborate an event with NCNW to honor the life of Dr. Dorothy Height who was a great leader of NCNW, as well as very active in the civil rights and women’s rights movements. 

· Will be planning an ECAC bowling night in the MU Games area for bonding, but we invite everyone!

b. Outreach Assembly Speaker

Voyce:

Talked with AgTV which may be covering Leadership Summit to give the Winner of ASUCD Club of the Year some publicity time, very exciting for OA. 

Made reservations for Job Fair on May 11th, each comission has a table plus 1 extra,  not too late for units to get them if they want! let me know asap.

Week of Service is in the works.  May 10th-17th, Forms are now on the OA website, as well as I have some, so feel free to pick one up if you want to participate.

Remember to post your hiring positions on May 6th-May 20th!

We're flyering for Leadersip Summit and Club of the Year awards, If you want your club to be nominated, email me before May 19th.  Summit is on May 26th in King Lounge from 6-8pm

Wrote and Sumbited Outreach Assembly bill, not terribly drastic, but if you still have input feel free to come to comissions this week to make more changes to it before next week's Senate Meeting.

Jessica Martin is interested in helping Atheletes,

Gaurev Kumar is interested in working with the Farmerwork Rights 5 students if they are still interested.
c. ASUCD Controller

Chen:


-Leaving early: midterm and paper due tomorrow.


1.  Working on the budget.  Points of interest:



a.  Book Exchange: $19,000 subsidy.  Looking at ways to decrease subsidy.

b.  Experimental College: $30,000 deficit… Unit Director’s proposed budget says $50,000 deficit.  Working to decrease this subsidy.

2.  Tipsy Taxi reform—Might be moving to professional cab service with ASUCD subsidy since TT is running in the red and the professional cab model will probably be more effective.


3.  Chairs and OA Speaker: Please have budget breakdowns for your programmatic funds.


4.  Whooped Andre at Super Smash Brothers 64.  Will whoop Don next.

XII. Elected Officer Reports

a. President

b. Vice President

Witana:

Friday I Hired an intern

Monday Held office hours with President Zwald at the LGTBRC and discussed am executive sponsorship of the Queer Leadership retreat.

Wed: I held interviews for the Historian position

Thursday: I met with Chancellor Katehi to discuss the ICA cuts, GSA health program, and worked out to have monthly meetings instead of quarterly meetings
c. ASUCD Senators

Arce:

Monday

Office Hours 11a-1p

     Discussed with Liz about the student coalition and town hall meeting for the future

Tuesday

Davis City Council Meeting

     Discussed Picnic Day 2010 and issues revolving the evolution of the event and what measures need to be taken in the future to improve it and address issues.

Wednesday

Office Hours 11a-1p

Week:

La Raza Cultural Days!

Ho:

-Went to Business and Finance Commission

- Talked to AGTV about what they needed and their future plans

- Talked to Entertainment Council more about The Expendables

- Held office hours

- Talked to Senator Thongsavat about URSAC and space for AGTV next year

- Co-authored a bill about an Edible Campus

Menovske:

Held my office hours for the week

Went to IAC to see my piece of legislation

Went to B&F to see my piece of Legislation

Went to AAC

Wrote  bill to buy some Trees for my edible campus platform issue

Planted 5 fruit trees on campus

Thongsavat:  
I went to the Picnic Day wrap-up meeting.  I went to the Lobby Corps meeting.  I interviewed Mark Champagne today.  I’m working with Geoff Straw to work on a resolution in favor of Sunday Service.  Darwin and I were thinking about throwing a kick-off party for Whole Earth next week.  

Rombi:  
Friday, I went to the last EPPC Earth Week event.  I went to the rec pool, KDVS fundraiser, ECAC on Tuesday, and met with some of the athletes and learned about some of their plans.  

Lee:  
On Friday I went to the California Blood Bank meeting in Anaheim.  I spoke to the Bike Barn about a capital request for $22,000 to replace equipment.  I talked with TAPS about the bike auction and a possible bike rental program.  I talked with librarians about lounge space in the library.  I also went to the Lobby Corps meeting, and bought them pizza.  

Walz:

Over the weekend I was able to participate in two sorority philanthropy events.  Friday night Tri-delta partnered with ASUCD to put on a zero waste event called Midnight Pancakes.  Then on Saturday I was able to play a round of golf in the Kappa Klassic, a charity event put on by Kappa Kappa Gamma.  I was also able to attend the Farmer’s Market on Saturday, where I met with two potential City Council members.  On Monday I met with Sonny and Fei about their UC Davis iphone application.  We talked about possible ways the application could be transferred to ASUCD control.  During the actual meeting we weren’t able to make much progress, but thanks to Andre’s efforts later in the week, the pieces seem to be starting to fall into place.  I also was able to spend some time researching the immigration law that was signed by the Arizona governor and possibility coauthoring a resolution about that issue.  I was able to attend the Internal Affairs Commission meeting this Monday to give my input on the Ballet measure proposals and also give my support to the CalPIRG fee increase proposal resolution. I was able to attend Panhellenic’s, “Let’s talk about IT” program.  On Tuesday, I attended the City Council meeting with Ozzy and his intern Jacob, to give the city council student opinion about Picnic Day and why it is such an integral part of UC Davis spirit and tradition, and that rowdy drunkenness can be controlled.  On Wednesday Allison, Abraham, Jack, Sergio and I were able to meet with the Carpenter’s Union, their report was deeply disturbing as they provided evidence that the  new student housing construction is not being handled responsibly, as there is black mold growing in the wood, among other things.  On Wednesday I also attended the planning meeting with the athletics that are being cut, to talk about the Aggie Auction, the Townhall and the upcoming meeting with Greg Warseca.  I am also working on making Pi Beta Phi’s philanthropy, Pi Social zero waste. I held Office Hours on Monday and Wednesday from 10-12 and 1-3 both days.  On Tuesday I participated in the Internal Affairs Commission hiring interviews.  

Romero:


Friday:

-Met with Dominic Carlson to discuss Student Housing’s possible assistance in events for all minority and transfer students during Fall Welcome Week.


-Met with Angela Abboud from Transfer, Re-Entry, and Veteran Center


Office Hours:


-Monday, April 26 11-1 PM.


-Wednesday, April 28 11-1 PM.


-Attended academic workshop at Student Academic Success Center


-Attended La Raza Cultural Days Events


-Hosted the Women of Color Poetry Night


-Performed in Noche de Estrellas


-Finally met with Controller Joey Chen

XIII. New Student Court Cases/Prior Week’s Verdicts/ ASUCD Court Announcements
XIV. Consideration of Old Legislation
a. SR #30 Sasaki
Sasaki:  This resolution is to eliminate the use of plastic bags in stores and shops around campus.  I think it’s just one more step to getting us more towards being zero-waste on campus.  

Speaker:  It’s mostly aimed at the bookstore, which definitely uses the most bags.  

Moosavi:  We unanimously passed this.  We had no issues with this; this is a really great start.

Percoco:  We also unanimously passed this, and we hope that something like this will catch on in the city.

Menovske:  This is a really awesome resolution; I don’t know why one of these wasn’t passed sooner.  Correct me if I’m wrong, but doesn’t the Bookstore order their plastic bags two years in advance?

Moosavi:  Yes, but that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t talk to them about their next purchase.  They can slowly start to phase that out.  

Menovske:  You should make sure that this stays in your commission for two years, because after that it will expire.  

Lee:  Is there any reason why this wasn’t addressed more directly to the Bookstore?
Speaker:  If we do a general thing, then we can just have that conversation one on one with the Bookstore.  We want to let them know that this is what students want.  

Voyce:  So the Bookstore does recycle bags now, right?  I just want to clarify.  Maybe we can include something about increasing those efforts in the resolution?

Menovske:  What is the cost difference between a biodegradable and a non-biodegradable bag?

Speaker:  They’re usually double the price.  But the aim of the resolution is to get them to use no bags at all.

Menovske calls Senate Resolution #30 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Resolution #30.

b. SR #31 Schaefaer—withdrawn by author.
c. SR # 32 Menovske
Menovske:  I’m pretty sure you’ve all seen this resolution in some way, shape, or form.  It was seen by commissions, and we’ll speak to the two no votes in public discussion.

Lee:  This is based on CALPIRG’s contract with the university through the Regents.  

Speaker:  The people who have already pledged the $5 will not have their contribution increased, unless they choose to repledge.  

Speaker:  This resolution will mean a lot if passed.  I met with almost everyone at the table to try and address your concerns.

Walz:  As with anything, if CALPIRG is able to earn more money, they will be much more efficient.  A lot of the work I did with CALPIRG was limited because there was no money.  I think we all looked over the packet where they explain what they could do with the money, and it looked really good.

Cano:  We had a long discussion about this resolution.  The no votes were because they believe the Senate should not be able to raise fees, even if they are voluntary.  Some people were of the opinion that the students should have the right to vote on a fee increase, even if it’s voluntary.
Williams:  Being the laissez-fair institution that we are, we felt that whatever CALPIRG decides to do with their fees should be their own business.  We recommend a speedy passage.

Lee:  In the time that I’ve been in ASUCD, I really haven’t seen much better preparation for a piece of legislation, with the authors meeting with nearly everyone on the table.

Tanner:  I also really want to commend CALPIRG on their time spent on this; however, this requires special consideration on behalf of the senators because we are voting to raise student fees, even if they’re voluntary.  I have a few hesitations based on my beliefs regarding what ASUCD should be doing in this current climate.  It’s my opinion that we should be doing whatever is necessary to create a more affordable education.  I also feel that it’s really important for students to be able to vote on their fees, when they’re so contested and they have so little power over them.
Abergel:  I wanted to respond to that.  This is a completely voluntary fee.  It is not by choice that we were put on the pledge system.  We used to be part of student fees, but we were doing things they didn’t like and they went behind our backs and removed us from ASUCD.  The only way we can continue to exist on campus is being funded by the pledge system.  We have made a lot of progress in terms of affordable education, with respect to textbooks and community college fees.
Cano:  I don’t like that we’re going to go through the resolution process.  The students have the right to vote, whether or not it’s voluntary.  

Moosavi:  To pledge CALPIRG is completely voluntary.  If students choose not to pledge because the fee is now $10, that’s a risk that CALPIRG is taking.  I don’t see what the issue would be with supporting their decision.  It is a hard economic time, and they’re doing this to be able to support the causes they stand for.

Abergel:  The one reason we didn’t go through a student referendum is that it would take a lot of time.  This is a big quarter for voter registration and AB 32.  We wouldn’t be able to tackle these issues if we were working on a referendum.

Menovske:  Essentially, through the pledge system, we are forced to run a referendum every quarter.  The thing is, if we ran a referendum, we wouldn’t have time to work on any campaigns.  I feel like none of you have ever worked on a student referendum before; you have to be outside all day convincing students to vote for it.  We want to be advocates for the students; if we were working only on a referendum, we wouldn’t be doing what our contract says we’re supposed to do.  

Lee:  I just had a meeting with Alex Park today; every time we have to ask the students to vote on something, it’s takes student fees to run a vote.  Not only that, but Creative Media could be using the time to do things that are much more productive.  I don’t think this is a good use of our resources.

Voyce:  CALPIRG hires as many as 300 interns a year.  They train their interns once a quarter.  They do a lot of cool stuff for students.  The fees go towards lobbying for higher education, and they’ve secured a lot of money from the legislature, which is sort of a return on the investment in them.
Walz:  We’ll be able to cover the cost of funding a full chapter; right now we’re relying on grants.  After that, the rest of the funding will go towards hiring more professionals, with the rest of the money returning to the chapter.  What CALPIRG does for students in training: I learned how to lobby, run meetings, organize events, talk to people, table.  I learned so many skills that are necessary to be a good senator.  CALPIRG is a tremendous resource on campus for students, and I would like to see them continue that work in a better way.

Menovske:  I wanted to touch briefly on some things that were said about the irony of us running higher education programs and at the same time asking for students to give us more money.  At first, that does sound hypocritical.  The way our program works is that the most effective way we work is to invest in professional staff.  We don’t have time to do research and stay at the Capitol all day.  We need to invest some of the money we get from students into hiring professional staff.  Our higher education campaign is mostly focused on professional staff.  If we brought in more money, we could hire another advocate for higher education.

Sarah:  I’m the internship supervisor.  I graduated last year from a college in Virginia.  In the fall, we hired 110 interns here.  I was so inspired by what these interns were able to do.  By the end of quarter, they were able to give presentations to classes, negotiate with professors, and run their own forests campaign.  It’s been really incredible to watch what interns are able to accomplish.  We also do believe that investing in more staff is the best use of our resources, but at the same time our financial decisions are made by a student committee.  If the funds are there, the students will decide how they are spent.
Speaker:  I’m on the Executive Committee for CALPIRG.  In our three year plan, one of our main objectives was to hire more advocates.  We want to be able to advocate more in the Capitol.

Abergel:  The money comes back to students by the campaigns that we run.  Regarding textbooks, we got a rental program for students, which allows them to save money.  We try as hard as we can to show students that this is what we are doing for you.
Witana calls for a ten-minute break at 7:24 PM.
Meeting resumes at 7:34 PM.
Lee:  I think a lot of students generally get annoyed by CALPIRG during their pledge drives, and I think it does sort of make a negative connotation of their organization.  But I don’t think that should have any bearing here.  Regarding the referendum, that would be a tremendous strain on CALPIRG and would also be a burden on our resources in terms of how we decide to spend student money.

Tanner:  I just don’t really like the argument that our decision to use student funds to hold an election for students to vote democratically on a fee increase is a waste of money.

Lee:  We make decisions for the students, and we have a responsibility.  Punting this to a referendum would be shirking our responsibility, and would also be a waste of our resources.

Ashley:  To speak to why we’re raising the fee; when our contract was drawn up in 1996, $5 made sense, but the cost of living since that time has gone up 50%.  We have to make a certain amount of money to continue our chapter.  I had the most amazing experience last weekend; I went to a women’s emergency center and spoke to a girl who was failing out of high school and had been kicked out of her home.  Two days later I was in Assemblywoman Yamada’s office to save your Cal Grants.  This is an incredible organization that needs a little bit of help.  
Menovske:  UC Davis runs between six and nine campaigns each year, which is six to nine times more costly to our chapter than when it was first started.  

Walz:  With the money that they do get, CALPIRG does some pretty amazing things.

Smith:  What is the minimum number of pledges that you have to get to continue your chapter?

Abergel:  20% of the undergraduate students overall.  We have to replace whatever we lose due to de-pledges or graduation.  

Smith:  How much over that do you get?

Menovske:  We always have to make a 20% threshold.  Lots of people graduate during the spring and we lose a lot of people, which is why our fall pledge drive is so big.  Right now, we’re at about 21%.  
Smith:  If you guys do lose pledges, do you think you’ll be able to make that 20%?

Lance:  What we found was when we were doing pledging down in UC Riverside, a lot of people were very responsive to it.  The fee increase didn’t seem to make a difference in other campuses.  

Speaker:  Just recently we did a hunger clean up where we raised $3,700, which we donated to a shelter in Sacramento.  If we had to work on a referendum, we wouldn’t be able to do things like that.  And I think that when we ask people whether or not they want to pledge, that is essentially their vote.
Chen:  What I’d like the table to focus on is the philosophical issue at hand, which is whether or not we have the ability to raise student fees with a resolution and not a referendum.

Lee:  I don’t really see this as a fee increase.  First of all, it’s a recommendation to the Chancellor to allow them to raise the fee.  It’s also a personal decision that student makes, not a mandatory fee increase.
Arce:  I’m a CALPIRG pledge, I’ve been one for a while.  I kind of feel like I’m in the free-rider group, because I’m not really involved, I just pay my $5.  The fees are really an investment that students make; $5 is a coffee, $10 is a meal.  Most people can afford that, I think.  
Lance:  We feel that it’s not a great use of our time to get people to voluntarily raise their fee.  We will be focusing that mostly on people who are highly involved in CALPIRG.

Rombi:  I wanted to thank you again for going through the long route and talking to almost everyone on the table.

Witana:  A referendum would mean that it wouldn’t be a voluntary fee; it would be involuntary.

Thongsavat:  I’m not a big fan of resolution because I don’t think they do enough.  This is one of the few resolutions where we can get action out of this.  As far as Andre’s concern regarding the resources of running the elections, I was involved in elections last year, and going through the referendum process was a huge, messy process.  Basically, if they do it referendum style, they’re going to need a 60% yes vote, and over 20% of the student population voting.  In my opinion, that would most likely not pass.  
Thongsavat calls Senate Resolution #32 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Resolution #32.

d. SB #55 Tanner
Tanner:  This bill is relating to the tabling that happened last week at the blood drive about the FDA’s discrimination against men who have sex with men.  We tabled from 10 AM to 5 PM for the two days of the blood drive.  Since that time, BloodSource has told us they plan on implementing the tabling at all other universities that they hold blood drives at.  We passed out information and had a petition there for students to sign.  We are going to institutionalize this tabling process through GASC.  I also have my receipts here.  

Lee:  I just wanted to say that Alison worked really hard on this.  When we discussed this issue, we decided to send this bill after the fact so we could not introduce it as urgent.  It went through all the proper procedures.  We came to a tentative agreement last year to still support the blood drive but make it clear how we stand on the MSM policy.  
Williams:  Alison did a great job tabling to raise awareness.  We really liked this in our commission.  We urge a speedy passage.

Alday:  I recommend this to be passed.  I was tabling as well and I thought it was very effective.  

Lance:  I want to commend Alison on having run this.  I know there are plenty of gay men who can’t give blood.  I believe the FDA set this policy as a safeguard against HIV back in the 80s.

Alison:  This is a policy that was started in the late 1980s at the start of the HIV/AIDS scare.  Since then, there have been so many advances in technology, which have proven that white, middle-aged women are actually more likely to have HIV than gay men.

Menovske:  I like this bill.  It’s less than $30 from our Senate Reserves.  She’s not charging us for tax.  I think we all can agree that the policy is really fucked up.  
Lee calls Senate Bill #55 to question.  
No objections to passing Senate Bill #55.

e. SB #57 Lee

Lee:  Picnic Day has been sharing storage space with Whole Earth Festival.  It’s not enough space, and they have tons of stuff to store.  It presents a safety concern for both the students who work at the Whole Earth Festival and at Picnic Day.  I really would like for everyone to focus on the merits of the legislation, and our responsibility as a Senate to make sure our units can fulfill their basic functions. 

Lindholm:  Our current storage situation is a bunch of shelves, which we have to climb up to get things down.  We’ve nick-named it the “rat barn’.  Over the long term, this would save us money.

Williams:  This will bring down the costs of storing things year to year.
Public Discussion:

Menovske:  I grew up on a farm, and we had some structures that looked better than this, and they were built during the Gold Rush.  This is obviously not safe.  If it’s going to decrease the cost in the future, then so much the better.

Arce:  Picnic Day currently shares storage space with Whole Earth Festival; they’re two different events, and I don’t know why they didn’t have separate storage in the first place.
Senate Discussion:

Castillo-Ruiz:  Is the new container going to be in the same place?


Lindholm:  We’ve already gotten approval to place it right next to the old one.

Lee:  It would save money from the fact that they could buy materials instead of renting them, which they have to do right now because there isn’t space.  Also, the current structure has been broken into a couple of times, and the new one will be more secure.  
Linholm:  We had to re-buy six A-frame structures because ours got stolen.

Thongsavat:  I’ve actually been out there; it’s called the Rat Barn for a reason.  It could really use the help.

Ho:  Just to note, they are buying a used one, which shows that they are trying to be financially responsible.

Tanner:  Are there going to be any measures taken to avoid infiltration from rats and prevent theft?

Lindholm:  The new structure is going to be steel, which the rats won’t be able to gnaw through.  And we are going to get a lock.

Lee:  Picnic Day has been storing a lot of stuff in their office because there isn’t enough space in the Rat Barn.

Arce:  Is there any warranty on this?  

Lindholm:  It went through University Purchasing, and I’m assuming they would have made sure that it had a warranty.  

Lee calls Senate Bill #57 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Bill #57.
XV. Other Business
XVI. Public Discussion
Lee:  Tomorrow is the INC meeting, and they’re going to be discussing the iPhone app.  Alex Park and I agreed on three questions to address: 1) should ASUCD devote resources to iPhone apps in general?  2) Do we want to do it ourselves or adopt the current program from Sonny and Fei?  3)  If we do adopt the current program, how are we going to do it?  We agreed that if there was to be some kind of agreement, it would have to be an ownership transfer, and make all legal rights ours.  The two students do have certain conditions they would like to see if they do transfer it to us.  Alex Park has two conditions as well, and they’re not the same.  

Shaikh:  I need a banner for the commission.  I’m trying to have it come out of Capital Reserves, and I will have to get a bill for that.  

Castillo-Ruiz:  I wanted to address the SB-1070.  There are a couple of people running in the Republican election who have said some really scary things regarding undocumented peoples.  The whole thing about it not being directly related to California is not true.  It’s being attempted in Texas.  I think it’s really important that we take a stance right now, saying students don’t want a thing like this happening in California.  There is a lot of stupid shit going on right now.  The fact that it happened there and is spreading to other states, that’s going back to Jim Crow days.  
Lee:  I want to reiterate: can we please check with Mark Champagne regarding precedent?  

Smith:  Did anybody see the article in The Aggie about urgent legislation?  It basically said that senators are using urgent legislation to bypass commissions.

Tanner:  I’m so angry about this because it’s a prime example of The Aggie not researching their opinion pieces.  Because the bill did go through commissions; it was just a blatant factual error.

Witana:  The last Senate had far more urgent senate bills than this one.  This bill had already been passed by both commissions.  You all can write letters to The Aggie.  

Voyce:  I wanted to remind commissions that we talked about posting our positions May 6th to May 20th.  Regarding Arizona, it is becoming more prominent that racial profiling is illegal, so they wouldn’t be able to use it.  But it also is apparent that they would have no other way of stopping people.  
Shaikh:  I heard also that citizens can sue the police for not enforcing the law.  
Ho:  My thought is that we can go the open software route and give it to Alex Park.  But realistically, if he says he’s always busy, maybe we should go with the current one.

Tanner:  At our meeting with the developers, they told us that they had a strong belief that Alex couldn’t create anything like this.  
Lee:  My preference would be to keep it with Creative Media because they’re our tech arm.  At the same time, we don’t have to do it with them; we can keep it with the professor and the internship idea.  

Ho:  In other news, I think it would be a really cool idea if the Senate office was on the first floor.  That would make it more accessible and more convenient.  
Witana:  It will be a lot harder to access the first floor during the weekend.

Ho:  I don’t know if people go into the Senate office during the weekend.

Witana:  This is not the first time the legislature has passed this bill.  There are also 90 days before this law goes into effect.  This will be an issue this November, because Tom Campbell, who is running for the California Senate, is voicing his support of this bill.  Duncan Hunter Jr. is also claiming that he’d like to deport the children of people who immigrated illegally even though they are legal citizens.    

Menovske:  Regarding the iPhone thing: I don’t like the idea of taking it away from the people who made it.  I think it should be a student thing; and I think there should be a way for us to do a co-sponsorship without taking it from them.  For this resolution about Arizona, I can understand where some of the concerns with taking a stance on this, but I think there’s no harm in doing it.  I think we should go full-out with this resolution.
Lee:  The problem with leaving it in the hands of the students is that they’re going to be graduating, and there’s no framework for anyone to continue working on the program.  The main reason why I’ve been investing my time into what feels like a black hole is that this is going to be a huge lost opportunity.  They question is where to institutionalize it, and by what means?  The devil’s in the details.  
Walz:  I think we should implement a Long-Range Plan.

Lee:  The feeling I’m getting right now is that we should find some way to accommodate the developers’ requests.  

Tanner:  What we have proposed is the boycott, which we are hoping to do across the UC system.  It’s being done right now in UC San Diego against Israel.  So, that part is all legal and fine.  I hope that you don’t have any more questions about whether or not we should do this.  I also wanted to keep fresh on everyone’s mind the possible mold in the new buildings in Tercero, and how we’re opening ourselves to lawsuits.  When Jack talked to Katehi today she had no idea.  I hope The Aggie talks about it.  
Castillo-Ruiz:  This is the same contracting company that ended up costing us $6 million over budget for Aggie Stadium.

Tanner:  They are also six months behind on this project, which means that the quality of the construction is only getting worse.  I want to keep the dialogue going on that issue as well.  Please come to EAC and ECAC to discuss the 1070 bill.

Arce:  Stephen Lee, if you remember from way back, contacted me after the Davis City Council meeting.  He forwarded me this petition, which is online, about Picnic Day.
Arce motions to adjourn at 10:14 PM.

No objections to adjournment.   
XVII. Any Other Business
XVIII. Adjournment

Meeting is adjourned at 10:14 PM.
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