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6:10, Mee Room

January 28, 2010

I.
Call to Order 


Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM.

II.
Quorum Roll Call

Absent:  Chatham, Limon (arrived late), Smith (arrived late).
III.
Presentations

IV. 
Appointments/Confirmations

A. Academic Affairs Commission Chair—Amaan Shaikh
Limon:  Amaan has been on the commission for a relatively short period of time, but since the beginning he has been very outspoken.  I felt that he took it a step further during the budget crisis; I saw his leadership ability as he spoke out to the commission.  I felt that he was a great commissioner then; I’m so excited for him to be chair for the rest of my term.  He’s only a second year, so I see a great future for him in ASUCD.

Massoudi:  Given what Limon just said, what are your plans for AAC during this budget crisis?

Shaikh:  One of the first things I did was make a laundry list of things I’d like to see accomplished.  I’d like to set those events in motion, and I’d like to take a more active role in the budget crisis.  One possibility is a letter-writing campaign, with maybe a table on the quad.  

Smith:  So what other experience have you had in leadership positions?

Shaikh:  I’ve had a couple of internships at law firms and a congressman’s office.  In high school, I was involved in Competition Civics, where you have to prepare legal briefings for a panel of judges and professors.  I think those experiences are probably those that stand out the most.

Menovske:  In your opinion, what is the most underused academic resource on campus?

Shaikh:  I’d say the tutoring workshops in Dutton Hall have been the most underused; a lot of students don’t even know they exist.  We definitely need to increase the visibility of that program.

Gold:  What kind of experience do you have managing groups?

Shaikh:  In Competition Civics, you were divided into units.  In those units, I took a leadership role, organizing the group, having meetings.

Gold:  As I did with the EPPC chair, I have some reservations about confirming someone who has only been on the chair for one quarter.

Ho:  You joined the commission in the fall?  Why do you feel that you’re ready to be chair?

Shaikh:  I feel like I’m ready because I feel that we’ve been put in a unique situation because of the budget crisis.  Plus, Marcus Tang is a member of the commission; he’s been chair before, so he’s there to help me.

Limon:  It was definitely a concern in our interviewing committee, but Marcus and I are going to remain on the commission.  Learning how to run a meeting, Roberts’ Rules, those are all things that I think he won’t have a problem learning.  I feel like the commission’s actually going to benefit from this little bump on the road we’ve had.  I think he has showed a lot more promise than a lot of commissioners who have been on the commission for a year and a half.  Should he be confirmed, Marcus and I are planning to meet with him tomorrow to learn the logistics.

Smith:  How many applicants were there?

Limon:  There were three applicants, but we only interviewed him.

Massoudi:  We’ve got multiple chairs around the table with less than a quarter’s worth of experience who are doing a great job right now; we’ve got to look at his credentials to do the job.

Lee:  Me, Jackie, Marcus Tang, and Darwin were on the interview committee.  After we interviewed him, we were all very impressed.  He came in with a list of ideas about how to do things; he answered all the questions thoroughly and very well.  We were all in complete agreement.

Massoudi motions to confirm Shaikh.

No objections to his confirmation.

B. GASC—Sing Wang, Jennifer Giang, Ashley Matson, Kate Rockwell
Raridon:  These are outstanding applicants; Sing has been on the commission forever.  Ashley has been involved since fall.  She applied last quarter, but it conflicted with her schedule.  These girls rock.

Percoco:  What past experience do you have?

Wang:  I’ve been an intern at the Women’s Resources Center for the past two year, a self-defense class TA, and I’ve created programs related to GASC.
Giang:  I was a gender and sexuality intern for SAFE last quarter, I’m an Asian American Studies and Gender Studies Major, and I’ve been involved with GASC since my freshman year.

Matson:  I’m an active member as well; I was an active member of my high school GSA.  I’m also a member of Positive Images, a support group for students and families.  

Rockwell:  I’ve had two previous quarters of being on GASC, as well as being really cool, and having fun with all kinds of gender and sexuality stuff.

No objections to the confirmations.
C. Ethnic and Cultural Affairs Commission—Edward Montelongo, Jason Pabón
Smith:  Both of these candidates have a lot of potential for what they can bring to the commission.  Everyone who applied to the commission was male, which I was kind of grateful for, because we have a lot of females and only two males.  I think they would be an all-around great addition to the commission.

Menovske:  What prior experiences do you have that you think prepare you for the commission?

Pabón:  My first year, I was part of the Davis Bridge Program, which was tutoring high school kids, so I think I can bring that sort of mentor attitude to the commission.  I’m also part of a Latino-based fraternity, and we do a lot of community service projects and try to reach out to the community.

Montelongo:  In high school, I was part of a Hispanic honorary association, which put on an event called Around the Spanish Speaking World, which was a showcase of the different Hispanic cultures around the world.  I’m very passionate and interested in diversity.

Massoudi:  Are there any communities in particular that you’d like to focus on?

Pabón:  I’d really like to reach out to each and every community, not just one.  This is a big campus, and you can get lost easily.

Montelongo:  I would like to work with the Latino community.

Massoudi:  Do you have any specific events in mind?

Pabón:  Maybe… Chinese New Years, or other events that are important for other cultures.

Montelongo:  Personally, I’d like to see come kind of activity that addresses the stereotypical perceptions of Latino students in the Davis community. 
D. Outreach Assembly Members—Sabrina Dias (Freshman Outreach), Crista Thomas (Service, Alexandra Pietrzyk (Environment), Chris Hong (Arts and Performance)
Voyce:  Crista has a great application; she’s involved in a lot of clubs.  Sabrina has applied for OA several times; she’s very dedicated.  Chris as well is involved in many dance and performance clubs on campus, and Alexandra is very interested in animal rights and environmental issues.

Yani:  What plans do you have for outreaching to the specific communities you will be representing? 

Pietrzyk:  I’ve been involved in a lot of communities on campus that deal with animals, such as Aggie Ambassadors.  

Hong:  For dance and performance, maybe try and reach those students who have interest in it, but don’t know about it.  Spread the word out, toward the beginning of the quarter.
Dias:  I want to foster awareness for freshmen, who don’t have a lot of awareness of ASUCD.
Thomas:  I’m also a freshman, and people I talk to don’t know who ASUCD is, don’t know what OA is.

V.  
Status of Legislation Previously Passed 


All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.

VI.
Introduction of New Legislation 

VII.
Public Discussion 

Raridon:  Holy crap, Gen Sex week is coming right up.  It’s February 8th through the 12th.  We have a sex toy workshop, which I think will be really great.  It’s also a lead-up to the Vagina Monologues.

Smith:  It looks like my commission is going to do the PEACE training the week of February 8th.  I was wondering if people would be willing to do that if I set up another PEACE training for the Senate table after the new senators are confirmed.  It’s a minimum of an hour commitment.  Also, I definitely love SGAO, but I would love to see more efficiency.  I sent out an email three days ago about uploading my minutes, but I haven’t gotten a response.  After I hired new commissioners, I sent them an email ahead of time to get a new roster and new placards, and all the ones in my box were for old commissioners.  

Dietrich:  I’ll work with them to see what happened there.  Also, regarding the PEACE training thing, we should see who can and cannot go to the PEACE training on the 8th.  We do have people here from AGTV to discuss their Long-Range Plan, but it seems like Campus Copies omitted a page from the bill.

Rombi:  It’s not missing a page, they’re just flip-flopped.  

Massoudi motions to consider Senate Bill #32.
No objections to considering Senate Bill #32.
VIII.
Public Announcements  

Tim:  Just a reminder, the date auction is coming up, so make sure you sign up and bring your friends; we need those artificial prices.

Smith:  There’s an event coming up next Friday called Filipino Time at Davis High School, which showcases talents from the Filipino culture in order to raise money for three scholarships.  

Rombi:  The Master Plan meeting is on Tuesday, and I’m planning on going.  I can take three people.  It starts at 9:00 AM.

Raridon:  Last Tuesday, myself and an intern at the LGBTRC held a workshop in response to an article in the California Aggie entitled The Rise of the Girly Men.  If you haven’t seen this article, I encourage you to read it.  We really came up with a number of proactive community responses.  In my opinion, even thought that article was extraordinarily offensive, there was a really positive response to the discussion.  The article has been taken off of The Aggie’s website, but we have copies that we can email out.  

Lee:  So, was she sorry?

Raridon:  If I may address that, I’m choosing not to focus on her as an individual, because I think that’s not productive.  What we chose to focus on during the workshop were ways that The Aggie can be accountable in the community.  It turned out to be a really amazing conversation with some really positive steps that people are taking.  So, even though there was a huge kerfuffle, I think in the end it was a positive thing.

Clemente:  I think we should communicate our concerns to the Media Board; I think that would be productive.

Gold:  I went by GASC and EAC last week to talk about the blood drive forum/symposium that we’re working on.  I think that next Wednesday night around 7:15 we will be having an open committee meeting.  Commission chairs, please invite any of your commissioners.  
IX. 
Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes 


No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.

X.
Unit Director Reports

XI.
Ex-Officio Reports 
A. 
Commission Chairs
Williams:  Monday, I held office hours.  Tuesday, I held a meeting, and did Safe Zone training.  Wednesday, I held some more office hours.  The big thing coming around in B&F is audits, and I will send an email out about it soon.

Percoco:  On Monday I went to the CCE meeting and met with Chris about Safe Boats.  On Tuesday I got Safe Zone trained, held my meeting, and went to the IFC meeting.  Wednesday, I met with a commissioner and worked on student-police relations.  I got the key from Campus Copies for the evaluation board, I held office hours, and I will be auctioned off at the date auction.  

Smith:  I went to the Davis Comedy Jam meeting. I held my commission’s meeting where we had presentations from the South Asian Student Association (SASO), FORCE, and a Latino Fraternity.  We also started working on themes for SPEAK UP.  I held office hours Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  I held interviews on Wednesday for an ECAC commissioner and some alternates, who were confirmed today.  I’m in talks to hold a Pass the Plate Part II in spring.  We are going to be having a Social Justice game night series starting with Social Justice Jeopardy. 

Raridon:  GASC hired and confirmed four commissioners and two alternates for a total of eight commissioners and two alternates.  We made further advances in preparation for Gen Sex Week, such as booking rooms.  If you want a flyer and don’t have one, I have some here.  We also continued to make preparations for the Western Regional LGBTQQII Conference.  I co-facilitated a town hall meeting about the very kerfuffled article The Rise of the Girly Men.  

Hartstein:  On Monday, I held office hours and oversaw the IAC meeting.  We saw Senate Bill #25 and #32 and passed both.  Subhan kindly took minutes, and Jeysree Ramachandran was elected as Vice Chair.  On Tuesday I attended B&F to partner IAC commissioners with B&F members for Long-Range Plans.  On Thursday I held office hours.  I’ll be working on the Long-Range Plan for Creative Media, and the first meeting will be tomorrow from 11-12 in the Creative Media office.  I updated my roster and got new placards for my members.  Also, I was informed by Senator Lee that he has no limit on the amount he is willing to spend in order to win me at the auction, so I encourage you to all bid him up and raise some serious money for Cal Aggie Camp.  IAC is still hiring; application close at midnight next Thursday.  P.s.  I got an interview for the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program!  I also declared my minor and double-checked with my major advisor—I am all set to graduate at the end of the quarter.
Moosavi:  On Monday, I met with Dominick Carlson, the Student Housing representative.  I held office hours, had a meeting to form the waste audit process, and attended the Music on the Green meeting.  On Tuesday, I held the EPPC meeting; we had more debate regarding sustainability bylaws.  I also had more office hours.  On Wednesday, I had a meeting with Patrice Stafford, Sustainability Coordinator of Student Housing about recycling in the dorms.  I also attended the meeting for Senate election candidates, as I will be running for senator this quarter.

B. 
Outreach Assembly Speaker 
Voyce:  After being confirmed last Thursday the 21st, I made contact with the applicants for the positions that were previously posted.  I set up interviews which occurred on Wednesday the 27th and chose amongst the applicants the most qualified for each of the positions.  I set up and worked out topics to be discussed for training of new applicants.  I went through and straightened out some payroll issues such as removed members who had resigned or termed-out but had not been taken off the payroll.  On Wednesday I held a non-quorum but very productive meeting to discuss with the current members topics such as their positions and their term status, the leadership fair, the grant application process, and the Senate report.  Five Outreach Assembly member positions are currently posted until February 3rd.  They are: Science and Engineering, Religion and Spirituality, Social Sports and Recreation, Academic and Honors, and Politics.     

C. 
ASUCD Controller
Yani:  I went to IAC on Monday and GASC on Tuesday briefly to listen to the discussion about the column.  I also met with Justin Gold.  And, similar to Amy, I will likely not be seeking a second term, as I am planning on spending all of next year in Hong Kong.
XII.
Elected Officer Reports 
A. President
B. Vice President
Dietrich:  Last Friday I went to a long meeting about Picnic Day.  As you all know, the event has gotten a lot larger than in previous years, and that puts an amount of strain on our resources.  I also had a meeting with people from the Student-City Liaison Committee to discuss a renters’ education guide, which we are trying to complete by Housing Day next year.  I also had a meeting with Dana about Safeboats.  We also met with the Davis Police Department about the event that is coming up.  I went to the candidates’ forum and discussed the role of the Executive office.  

C. ASUCD Senators
Castillo-Ruiz:  I had my office hours on Monday, as well as EPPC on Tuesday.  I had to reschedule my meeting with the director of the Chicano Studies department to this week, because she couldn’t meet last week.  

Rombi:  I held my office hours on Friday, Monday, and Wednesday.  I went to the GASC meeting on Tuesday.  I signed up to volunteer for Elections Committee.  I attended the candidates’ meeting, and I will be doing Cal Aggie Director interviews tomorrow.  I am going to meet with Outreach Assembly next week to discuss my platform goal.  

Menovske:  This week I got Safe Zone trained, and made a Facebook page for Singles Awareness Night.  I interviewed some applicants for my intern position.  I had a phone conversation with the vice president of Kegg Books, and participated in a state-wide conference call about the fee increases.  I have three presentations scheduled with different departments.  Vertical garden designs are coming soon.  I began drafting a Resolution on a textbooks rental program, and plastic reduction on campus.  I heard some student concerns with another 24-hour room.
Witana:  On Monday, I attended CCFIT, where they are currently working on moving the last remaining professors from my.ucdavis to Smartsite.  Currently there is a pilot version of Gmail for faculty, and progress is being made to move them from the current email.  I also attended IAC, and I held office hours.  On Tuesday, I attended GASC and went to City Council for the hopes of discussing the issue of West Covell Village annexation, something that the association strongly supported in 2007.  To my surprise, tempers flared and Mayor Ruth Asmundson was rushed away in an ambulance due to a mild anxiety attack.  On Wednesday I held office hours and turned in my petition for the executive.  
Taylor:  This week, I worked on legislation ideas.  I talked with the ASUCD Student Services Office about getting money for the recorder, because I personally don’t have enough money right now to buy it myself.  I went to IFC, DCPA, and the Greek Life Advisory Board.  I met with the webmaster about the website content, and I will attend Media Board next Friday.  I held office hours on Tuesday and Thursday.  

Clemente:  I held regular and make-up office hours on Monday, and regular office hours on Wednesday.  I was on the interviewing committee for ECAC, and I attended the Asian Pacific Islander Leadership Retreat/Asian Pacific Culture Week planning meetings.  I will attend the APILR this weekend.  I also talked to the Culture Week staff advisor for a joint project.  I helped with Pilipino Time planning and met with members of the Asian American Association.  I will be meeting with Shawdee and Sarah soon.  I will volunteer with APILR after this Senate meeting.  
Juarez:  I held office hours Monday and Thursday.  I had a few people who brought up concerns about not having enough tables and chairs in the study lounges of the MU.  I finalized the Financial Aid Awareness Week flyer and will send it out to the Senate Listserv tonight.  There will be a kick-off for the week on Tuesday with music, Band-uh, and Gunrock on the MU patio.  It was brought to our attention that turnout for the events may determine if the week is institutionalized for the upcoming years.  I attended a poster-making session, so you’ll be seeing huge posters advertising the week everywhere.  I attended quite a few of the Bi-visibility and Awareness Week events, as well as The Lounge, put on by the SRRC.  I turned in my Camp Kesem counselor application and I’m super excited for it.  I also declared my double major.  
Gold:  This week, I held office hours, and engaged in discussion about student gardens.  I met with Eli, sat on OA Speaker interviews, and will be introducing legislation.

Massoudi:  I got into contact with Brett Burns to talk about EC/KDVS.  I held office hours on Tuesday and Thursday.  I sat in on OA interviews, and I reconfirmed my seat on the Telecommunications Advisory Board.

Rouhafza:  I met with SAAC reps for athletic development and student engagement.  I spoke with Joemar regarding culture days and my multicultural dance.  I held office hours, met with Adam Darbonne, and met with my interns.  I emailed various clubs, and read constituent responses regarding various ASUCD constitutional amendments.  I will be possibly writing them, but I’m still researching it.
Ho:  I met with Will Klein, and the idea of edible gardens is not lost, but it might have to be scaled back.  We wanted to try and get them on the roofs of Cuarto, but that was a no-go for safety reasons, and because they might want to put solar panels on the roof.  I talked with the EC, which is going to be pushing the big show for the year back to fall, so we are going to try and get a pretty big act for Music on the Green.  I bought my Passion Pit ticket, and I applied to UCDC.  
XIII.
New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks 
Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements

Hartstein:  To preface this, I’m reading this as a favor to the Court; I can’t answer any questions about this.  The Court met last night, and declined to meet the deliberation requested last week.  The Court has declined to provide a reason for this.

XIV.  
Consideration of Old Legislation
A. SB#25
Ramachandran—Tabled 
B. SB#32
Chen
Chen:  This is the LRP for one of our newest units, AGTV.  It’s a pretty lean unit; it does a good job.  You’re probably seen their news stories.  We’ve all seen the Mrak Hall coverage.  

Williams:  We looked at this on Tuesday; it was generally a good bill.  We urge a speedy passage.

Hartstein:  We discussed this on Monday.  After some discussion of language and electricity, we passed it unanimously.  We urge a speedy passage.
Public Discussion:
Massoudi:  Under section 5, it says the unit does not recycle its tapes.  Why is that?  For record keeping?

Speaker:  Yes, we keep a portfolio of students’ stories in case they need them at a later date.

Taylor:  Are there any other sources of income you all are going to come up with to offset the costs?

Speaker:  There’s nothing that we have planned right now.  The expenses are high initially, but after that initial purchase, we can kind of coast for a while.

Taylor:  So in the future, you’d like to see it become a self-sufficient unit?

Speaker:  Yes, definitely.

Taylor:  On line 71, regarding the receptionist; is that completely necessary?

Speaker:  I thought we removed that at IAC.  How long are Long-Range Plans good for?

Dietrich:  Two years.

Speaker:  We can take that out then; we won’t need a receptionist in the next two years.

Gold:  Regarding the finances, where does the publicity go to?

Speaker:  Right now it goes to Facebook ads.  It also goes to the way reporters present themselves: business cards, tags, whatever.  We don’t need a whole lot right now.

Gold:  How are you reaching out to private companies to get more funding?

Speaker:  We haven’t really this past quarter because we’ve been working on internal functioning.  Once I feel more confident about that, we will start looking for private sources of income.  

Moosavi:  Under Environmental Sustainability it says that you have future plans to recycle tapes and lead bulbs, and I’m assuming that it hasn’t been done in the past.  So when you need to do that, please send me an email.

Percoco:  How do you find and choose your stories?

Speaker:  We have a weekly meeting, and everyone in AGTV pitches stories, and they’re delegated out. 


Percoco:  Have you thought about using Outreach Assembly to get the word about smaller groups on campus?

Speaker:  I would really like to do that.

Lee:  Have you guys thought about recording audio clips of certain parts of senate meetings that you might find newsworthy?

Speaker:  We have done a few in the past; it’s a logistical problem and a man-power problem.  If you tell us that there’s something that should be covered, we will send someone.  

Lee:  Where are you thinking of moving your location to?

Speaker:  I have no idea where.  If the book exchange moved, we could hypothetically move into that space.

Lee:  I’d really like to see AGTV as a different news source other than The Aggie that students can use.  I think The Aggie is great, but I think there’s a danger in it being the only news source that students have.  

Williams:  I was wondering about the issues regarding you not being able to update your website?

Speaker:  We can; we just don’t have anyone who is dedicated for that purpose.  Right now, using Facebook is working for us because we want to go to the students, not force them to come to us.  

Williams:  If you’re able to advertise on your webpage, you could put some advertisements on it that could provide a good source of funding.  

Speaker:  I’ve been planning on working on the website in the spring— things such as having advertisements pop up during videos.

Taylor:  When I went to cnn.com and saw that the video on the home page was made by AGTV, I was really impressed.  I think this unit has really come a long way.

Gold:  I think we should make an amendment to include OA in Future Plans.

No objections to the amendment.

Chen:  I just talked to Justin, and we want to exclude the word knowledge, and have it just say “visibility”.
Massoudi motions to strike the word “knowledge” from line 187.
No objections.

Taylor motions to call SB #32 to question.

No objections to passing SB #32.

Massoudi motions for a ten-minute break at 7:33 PM.


Meeting resumes at 7:43 PM.



Absent:  Yani, Rouhafza
C. SR#10
Rouhafza—Tabled 

D. SR#12
Patrizio
Dietrich:  This is almost 95% identical to a resolution that we passed in the spring, but on lines 23-25, it is now made explicitly clear that it is university policy that a fee collection does not constitute sponsorship by the university.  This is just an opt-in fee that students can pay over four years for a lifetime membership to the Cal-Aggie Alumni Association, because paying one-time costs about $400.  It’s just a way to encourage membership.

Percoco:  We unanimously passed it, just like the one last year.  

Public Discussion:

Dietrich:  The other change is changing Larry Vanderhoef to Linda Katehi.  

Taylor:  So, we already passed this resolution in spring?

Dietrich:  Yes, but this one has additional lines.

Massoudi:  For anybody who wasn’t here last spring, this is basically a resolution allowing students to opt-in to a fee that will get you into the Alumni Association; it won’t save you a lot of money, but it spreads it out, which is useful for students on a tight budget.  I urge a speedy discussion.

Senate Discussion:

Taylor:  So, we passed a resolution in support of the Student Alumni Association, but all we’re adding in is that we understand that this doesn’t mean a university sponsorship?  Is that necessary?

Dietrich:  The people working on this just wanted it as a precautionary thing.  We want to have all the bases covered.  

Taylor:  I don’t know, I feel like Senate Resolutions are supposed to be powerful things, and to pass two identical resolutions, and have the second one only have one additional statement, I don’t know if it’s in line with that.  If we don’t pass this, will it harm the Student Alumni Association in any way?

Dietrich:  I can’t answer for them, but I know they wouldn’t request something trivial.

Taylor:  I don’t think we should pass a resolution just because a student group wants us to; I don’t know if I really support this.

Lee:  I just wanted to clarify— so right now, they can only pay at the very end?

Dietrich:  Yes.

Gold:  I wanted to echo Trevor’s sentiments; I think that Senate Resolutions are there to make statements on the path of the student body.  I appreciate that a student groups wants us to do something for them, but I don’t think that warrants a Senate Resolution.  I think that the SAA is a good cause, but we already passed one extremely similar, and I think it would take away some of the weight from other resolutions.  It’d be great if they could send us a letter explaining why this is so important.  

Castillo-Ruiz:  Would it be more appropriate if we put this change into the old legislation?

Dietrich:  Once a piece of legislation is passed and signed, it can’t be amended.

Taylor:  I’m wondering if instead of shooting down this completely, you could talk to the people and find out if it’s completely necessary, and maybe we can reconsider this next week.  Would you be interested in talking to the SAA to see if that’s doable?  

Dietrich:  If that’s the only option besides failing it, I’d be willing to do that.

Taylor motions to divide the house.

With a 2-9-1 vote, the resolution would fail.

Taylor:  I think we owe it to the SAA to table this bill until next week.

Lee:  It seems that from what Chris is saying is that it does seem pretty necessary.  Why do we choose to introduce basically the same text, rather than introducing a piece saying clearly that we’re clarifying the resolution from last year?
Taylor motions to table Senate Resolution #12.

No objections to tabling Senate Resolution #12.
XV. 
Other Business
A. 
ASUCD-Aggie Pack Memorandum of Understanding
Dietrich:  I passed around a document for everybody to look at.  I’ve been the main person negotiating this.  This is basically stating what ASUCD should get in return for providing funds to Aggie Pack.  Some of the things include giving out ASUCD affiliated prizes at their events, like CoHo gift cards.  It also discusses plans to improve our voter turnout.  It’s pretty straightforward.  Just as a clarification, this can’t be amended in any way, it’s either up or down, 2/3 vote.

Taylor:  What sort of legal binding does this have?  I’m not aware of what a memorandum of understanding really is.
Dietrich:  It’s a binding understanding between two parties, stating what each must contribute.  

Yani:  Why is it that the senate can’t change the text?

Dietrich:  It’s sort of like a treaty in the US government.

Yani:  I’m really glad that something like this is being written; I think it will solidify the relationship with ASUCD.  However, I have an issue with line 4 and line 7, with the mention of the executive office.  I also feel that it should include some kind of requirement regarding a quarterly report.
Dietrich:  Basically, it’s just because in the constitution that the executive office is the main party in a MOU.  We also thought about having quarterly reports, but we wanted to leave it open, because they won’t necessarily have something to talk about every quarter, and we don’t want to waste time in that case.

Massoudi:  Looking at this, that was the first thing that popped into my mind.  In the end, it’s only going to help them out if they have a good relationship with the Senate.

Clemente:  I don’t want to belabor the point, but I think it should be on a quarterly basis.

Gold:  With those revisions, I’d be happy to vote yes on this next week.

Menovske:  I agree.  Also there is a typo on line 4.

Rouhafza:  On line 7, who does that refer to?

Speaker:  The Director of Athletics is Greg Orzetta, and under him there are a number of associate directors.  But Scott Brayton is the director of athletics for Aggie Pack.

Raridon:  The phrase ”maintaining a level of financial support” makes me a little nervous, because it is so vague.  I would prefer to see a full breakdown of the Aggie Pack budget, past and present.  Because I just don’t know how they’ve been funded.  I’m also wondering if this sort of format is appropriate for institutionalizing funding.  

Dietrich:  On line 1, the basic message is not so much institutionalizing funding so much as having us maintain a sufficient level of support, but so long as we want to maintain these services, there is a certain amount of funding required.  I wanted to do this as a first memorandum of understanding; I have a few others planned, such as the CCC and LGBTRC.  They are different for every group, and they just talk about things such as what ASUCD gets in return.  I am planning on laying the groundwork for future documents with other departments.  
Speaker:  What if the ASUCD and Aggie Pack disagree on what constitutes a sufficient level of support?
Dietrich:  It’s hard to really nail it down, what a “sufficient” level of support it.  I think it’s relying a lot on good faith efforts, if not we could work through the University administration.

Voyce:  I want to express positive vibes on this; it sounds really nice.  It shows that we’re not giving out money arbitrarily.  

Tim:  I think Voyce’s comment is very poignant.  I just want to see that it’s formalized enough so that legal questions won’t come up when the people who wrote this aren’t around any more.  

Williams:  Just to play devil’s advocate, what happens when someone decides they don’t want to uphold their end of the bargain?

Dietrich:  That’s discussed in line 7, where it states that it can be reevaluated.  You can’t just leave one day out of the blue, but it’s not like we’re stuck in it forever.

Darbonne:  I just want to address the concerns about the sufficient level of funding.  Part of that is why number 5 is listed, which requires us to meet with the Management team before budget hearings.  

Lee:  Obviously, we’re giving them a lot of things, and we’re getting a lot of things back.  But what makes this format of an MOU appropriate or preferable to a bill deliberated by the Senate?  

Dietrich:  Because that’s a one-sided agreement, not a contract.

Massoudi:  Two things: In terms of number 1, the open-endedness of it is a positive and a negative aspect.  It wouldn’t hurt to have a percentage of Aggie Pack’s budget that is the most we can provide.  Another thing that I’d like to possibly see is a sunset, maybe five, ten years down the line.

Dietrich:  I think it’s a good idea with financial allocations not to nail ourselves down because we don’t know what our financial situations will be down the years; it takes away the flexibility of the Management Team to decide how much they want to give to the Aggie Pack.  And also, regarding the sunset clause, we did include some things in line 7 that requires this to be reviewed in one year, and then at some repeating interval after that. 

Taylor:  So, number one, earlier you mentioned that you couldn’t just stop doing this.  What if, hypothetically, this spring, the senators want to cut Aggie Pack funding?  Is this going to make us legally bound to fund Aggie Pack? 

Dietrich:  If one year we decide we’re giving them a certain amount of money, then they couldn’t decide partway through the year not to provide us the services we requested.  If we don’t give them the money, then the contract isn’t being upheld. 


Taylor:  I would like to see some change in the language of line 1.  It’s not an ASUCD unit; this shouldn’t be an ASUCD responsibility for the rest of its existence.  The language creates that institutionalized kind of context.  I think it should be made more clearly that it’s not a mandatory thing that ASUCD has to do each year.

Tim:  My understanding is that ASUCD is responsible to uphold this agreement, and if they withdraw their funding, the agreement is voided.  But I do want to know who the signatories are.  Is it the Executive and the Athletics Director?  Are their replacements bound by the same agreement?

Dietrich:  Yes.

Gold:  I think we should put something in that states that the agreement is only valid with a certain amount of funding.  I think we need an actual percentage maximum.  

Yani:  I think one of the issues with a minimum amount of funding is that if their budget increases from outside sources, it forces us to increase our portion.  I take issue with setting any number with hard figures or percentages in a document like this.  I had a question for Amy.  For number 6, the part about providing voting stations, who decides when it is “feasible”?

Hartstein:  I would say the chair of the Elections Committee.

Clemente:  I just also wanted to speak on another point.  On line 7, I’d be more comfortable if it said “members of the ASUCD Senate”.
Dietrich:  There’ve been some good suggestions about this, and I think we can work with that.  We can table this until all of these changes have been made.

Darbonne:  When Chris and I first met and started talking, our goal was transparency, to have as transparent a relationship as possible, so that we can have a relationship for a long time to come.

 Lee:  We’re going to have to approve the budget allocation at the end of the year anyways, won’t we?
Dietrich:  Yes.

Gold:  I ask that this be taken back to the Executive Office with some of the changes that have been suggested and bringing it back next week.  I don’t think Aggie Pack would mind minor changes.

Taylor:  I just want to say that even though we argued about this, I want to commend you for doing this because I think this is absolutely necessary.  A lot of the events on campus, retreats, programs, are sponsored with ASUCD money, but nobody knows it.  I just want to thank Chris for working on this.
XVI. 
Public Discussion

XVII.
Any Other Business

Gold: Regarding the office hour, I’m going to make a Facebook group and invite everyone around this table so we can work out the language.  If you want to participate, send me a message and I’ll make you an admin.  Hopefully we can get language set up by Sunday, and the event can be next week.

Massoudi:  What sort of format do you want to have?

Gold:  I was thinking of using the whole third floor, for people to know what’s up here.  They can wander from room to room to get their basic questions about ASUCD answered.

Voyce:  We’ve as OA decided on our first leadership fair; it’s going to be March 10th.  It’d be great if everyone here could attend.  

Lee:  AAC interviewing committee is 2:30-3:30 PM on Monday.  We still need two senators.  We also need a chair.

Voyce:  Also, as I have 5 positions listed, if you are interested in being on the OA assembly, let Andre know what your schedule is so we can decide on the interview time.  

Lee:  I sent you guys an email, please read it.  Please send me your availabilities.  Also, SGAO has a contact list that is not updated; would you guys be ok if I made and distributed a new one?

Dietrich:  I have an updated one, and so do you.

Taylor:  The role of Media Board is that it oversees media outlets in terms of finances, and also to address grievances that the student population might have with those outlets.  As the ex-officio officer, I’m going to bring up the article in the Aggie, and the opinion they took.  Basically, they have different levels of discipline and warning for their writers.  I want to discuss what we as Media Board can do about this situation.  

Clemente:  Are those meetings open to the public?

Taylor:  That’s another thing we’ve been talking about.  I emailed Don Dudley, and I’ll find out by next Thursday.

Zwald:  When I sat on the board for you last quarter, there was, at one meeting, one member of the public.  So they are open to the public.

Hartstein:  Two weeks from today is Singles Awareness Night.  What time does the auctioning start?

Tim:  We will have a timeline for all the products being auctioned off later this week.  

Hartstein:  Well, we have Senate, so I just wanted to know what time we absolutely have to be there.

Juarez:  There’s a kickoff next week for Financial Aid Awareness Week, with Gunrock and Band-uh, so it’s going to be a big event.

Dietrich:  SGAO is going to make a master calendar for the Senate and commission events and meetings.  You’ll get an email every week with all the meeting times and events.  

Raridon:  I just wanted to touch back on The Aggie article, and see if anyone had any questions or comments regarding it.

Dietrich:  Whoever is going to email out the article, can they also email out the apology?  Because I haven’t read that yet.

Lee:  I know a lot of people had a problem with The Aggie taking it off their website.  I feel like, from their perspective, they did it with good intentions, but I think it actually made things worse.  Right after I heard about it, I wanted to read that article myself.

Raridon:  Removing it from The Aggie’s website is a lack of accountability.  There is no record of something that was offensive, and to my mind, it violates a couple of journalistic ethical codes.  It’s an accountability thing.
Lee:  What do you think about having some kind of official statement on our part?

Clemente:  I just wanted to touch on the comment made earlier about “products”; I don’t think it’s funny, and I ask that you refrain from calling people products in the future.

Williams:  B&F is hiring one alternate; some freshman would be good, to get some extra DC swipes.

Massoudi:  In terms of an official rebuke of The Aggie, I don’t think that would be a safe place for the Senate to go.

Massoudi motions to adjourn at 9:04 PM.

No objections to adjourning the Senate meeting.

XVIII.
Adjournment


Meeting is adjourned at 9:04 PM.



� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���











[image: image2.wmf]_954138595

