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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

6:10, Mee Room

February 25, 2010

I.
Call to Order 


Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM.
II. Quorum Roll Call
Absent:  Yani, Ho (arrived late), Percoco (Kirshner as substitute), Raridon (arrived late).
III. Appointments/ Confirmations

A. Outreach Assembly—Keith Sun (Religion and Spirituality)


Rombi:  Can you tell us a little bit about your experience that makes you qualified for this position?

Sun:  First of all I want to thank you for having me here.  My own personal background is Christian.  There are at least 20 to 30 Christian organizations on campus.  I want to work on coordinating them, with intervarsity worship services, and perhaps sports games.  I also facilitate a discussion group that helps people from all faiths and backgrounds explore their own spirituality.  

No objections to confirmation.

IV. Presentations 
A. Michael John Tucker Leadership Award
Dietrich:  The winner of this quarter’s award goes to Previn Witana.  SGAO has provided a statement, which I will read.  “Previn Witana has been a dedicated member of ASUCD.  He has demonstrated exceptional work as a member of the Senate by authoring legislation that has addressed the interests of both students and fellow senators alike.  Throughout his term as senator, he has shown a dedication to his platform.  His ability to relate to all the commissions within ASUCD has also proven his outstanding leadership qualities.”
B. UC Davis iPhone Application— Sunny Dhillon and Fei Li
Lee:  For those of you at the Senate table, I sent out an email earlier this week.  If you don’t know about the UC Davis iPhone app, it’s a really amazing application that thousands of students already use.  We’re really luck to have the inventors here.  This is all just for us to get information and hopefully collaborate with these guys.
Dhillon:  We began the development in fall of 2009.  The main features are Unitrans, Courses, maps, and news.  We’re going to give a quick demo of the application.

Li:  We have course descriptions of all the courses, discussion sections, lecture times, and you can buy your textbooks online on Amazon.  There is a campus map with walking and driving directions provided by Google.  Soon we will have the building layouts of every building.

Dhillon:  In news, you can see The California Aggie and Dateline UC Davis.  

Li:  When you select athletics, it has every single athletics feed at the University; I think there are 24 of them.  You can view stats and scores.

Dhillon:  The most popular feature is the bus system.  You can select specific stops, view the name of it, and view when the next bus will be stopping.

Li:  Under Media, you can stream KDVS radio, AGTV, and the UC Davis Channel

Dhillon:  We already have 4,000 users, and we are gaining about 100 each day.

Li:  On average, they spend 6 minutes browsing around the application.

Dhillon:  We created a Facebook page just for this application.  People have already posted feature requests, bug reports. 

Li:  We plan on being able to integrate ASUCD into this application.

Dhillon:  One feature Andre suggested was allowing people to vote from their phones.  We are also looking into a directory of local restaurants, and having the dining menus of the DCs. 

Li:  We will soon have the open courses list available, hopefully by next quarter.  Right now the campus alerts you in case of emergencies, but with this application they will be able to alert people via wi-fi on their iPod touches.

Dhillon:  We are also looking into having people be able to renew their books at the Shields Library on the application. 
Li:  We want to create this market share before the market exists.  Not everyone has a smart phone right now, but that is the direction we are heading.

Dhillon:  We’ve had a really hard time getting actual resources.  We can’t have access to Sisweb.   

Li:  Also, we are seniors, and we are hoping to recruit younger people to keep this project alive.  

Dhillon:  UCD Mobile has the unique opportunity to provide current students, prospective students, and alumni with an easy and accessible way to stay connected to the university.   
Rombi:  I would like to thank you for making this.  I do have it, and I use it pretty much every day.  What kind of work will it take to make this available for androids and blackberries?

Dhillon:  We have most of the logic that we used for the iPhone application.  We will have to rewrite the language into Java.  It’s not going to be as difficult as creating the application.

Rombi:  Do you have anyone working with you that can take on this project after you graduate?

Li:  We’ll hopefully be able to stick around and guide the project, but we have a young protégé who will be helping us out.

Koo:  Is your vision ASUCD creating a position to develop this?
Dhillon:  That’s actually what we’re thinking about.  We have some younger people working on this application.  I hope that eventually ASUCD will be able to take this over.

Menovske:  As far as the events go, what events would you be using?  Where are you looking to get that information?

Dhillon:  That’s something that we are hoping ASUCD will be able to provide us with.  It’s not feasible for just the two of us to research all of those events. 
Kerbavas:  What license is this under?

Dhillon:  We’re not going to release the entire project open source because there is some sensitive information.

Li:  We’re looking in to licenses right now.

Williams:  Everything about this is awesome.  As for within ASUCD, I’m sure there are more than a couple of senators looking in to making this a project.  Maybe our lovely webmaster can be in charge of keeping the Senate table in the know of what’s happening on the internet.

Raridon:  I was wondering if under the resources, you guys have any information about the resource centers such as the LGBTRC, the CCC, CVPP and the SRRC?

Li:  We can link to their websites; that will be no problem.

Dhillon:  If we want to translate it into the native format, that will take some time.  But we are hoping that with ASUCD we can make it happen.

Voyce:  I am the Outreach Assembly speaker.  I compile a list of events from all the clubs on campus and give it to the Senate each week.  I would love to work with you guys and help provide you with the events you need.
Hartstein:  I think weather would be cool to put on there.  One of the Davis homepages has a list of all the Twitter accounts run by the university.  
Lee:  I don’t anticipate forcing this project on anyone, like Creative Media.  But I think this would be a very good allocation of resources.  I’ll try my best to persuade them, but I know that they have a lot to do.  We can discuss this with them.  If they can’t be a part of the project, I think there are other routes we can take.  What has been the total monetary cost of this project?

Dhillon:  Other than out time, we spent $100 for the developer license, and hosting was $7.  The expensive part has just been our time. 
Andre:  How much time would you say you’ve spent on this project?
Li:  It took us a little over a quarter, and over winter break.  Maybe 15-30 hours per week.

Lee:  What kind of students do you need to help you guys out, and how many people?

Li:  We already have a couple of people who are really great, and who work for free.

Dhillon:  After we leave, we would leave maybe two people to work as developers, and maybe one person from the art department to help with the graphics.

Arce:  With the world changing and transforming into this tech-savvy place, have you guys considered any advertisements?  There’s a huge market for that; it could maybe be a way to self-fund the app.

Li:  For our first release, we didn’t want anything to be intrusive, but maybe later on, we might be able to include it in the news feeds or something like that.  

Dhillon:  I wouldn’t want to do it because I don’t like adds.  We would just cover the hosting costs ourselves.

Tanner:  I do want to voice a little concern about the sort of privileges associated with the sort of people who are able to afford iPhones.  I’d appreciate maybe a further discussion about how we might allow these resources to be available in some web form that would be more accessible to everyone, because iPhones are very expensive.
Dhillon:  It is also available for iPod touches.  That is also a reason why we are trying to branch out into android phones as well.

Thongsavat:  If we’re looking for a committee to be formed, we can always establish our Science and Engineering Committee, which was disbanded.

Juarez:  How has the support been within the Engineering Department?

Li:  So far, it’s just our professor, who has given us contacts of people to talk to.  They didn’t want to risk any money on the project, however. 


Dhillon:  They liked the idea, and they all know about it, but we haven’t gotten a lot of support.

Juarez:  I know there are engineering associations and student groups; maybe some of those individuals can pick up the project if it doesn’t work out with Creative Media.

Dhillon:  We are also considering holding a contest among students in the Art Department to help us with the graphic design.   
Shaikh:  If we do have some sort of task force or committee, I do want to send someone from my commission to have academic concerns represented.  

Tanner:  I’m a former design student, and I know plenty of design students who are perfectly willing to find ways to expand their portfolios right now.   

Moosavi:  I had a question about publicity.  Have you done anything to publicize this?

F:  Outside of the fliers and the Facebook group, we haven’t been able to afford anything.  But maybe we can get some help from you guys.
IV.  
Farewell Addresses

1.  Justin Gold:  I want to thank everyone; I don’t really know what to say.  When I was a senator I said my goals were not to show up to any meetings drunk or high, and I’ve achieved that.  I told people I’d bring common sense, and I’ve achieved that.  After that, it gets a little shaky in terms of my platform goals.  I’ve put in a valiant effort.  I can say that serving in the Senate was one of the most miserable experiences of my life.  Nothing got accomplished; it was full of bureaucracy and miserable to sit through.  But I’ve learned a lot, especially about marginalized communities and underrepresented students.  Some people may think I’ve against certain groups, but I’m not.  ECAC and GASC are doing a great job.  But when it comes to sitting at the Senate table, I saw it as my job to speak for people who both don’t have a voice and don’t have people advocating for them.  I viewed it as my job to advocate for those people.  Every time I fought with people at this table, and I fought a lot, it was for those average students.  I would like to thank Amy, Trevor, Bree, Shawdee, Justin, and Laura Pulido.  These people used logic, and didn’t change their mind when people got upset and emotional.  Especially Trevor, who always kept a clear train of thought.  These people exemplify what I think ASUCD should be like.  For those new senators who have only been here for a couple weeks, I want to advise you, just because someone comes in here crying and screaming, doesn’t mean that you should take one student’s concern and impose it on the rest of the student body.  You need to weigh the pros and cons of every argument, and judge what’s best for the entire student body.  There are two major biases in ASUCD: a bias to pass legislation, and a bias to not fire people.  My advice is don’t pass legislation if you believe it won’t do anything.  Don’t be afraid to put up a fight; just because a senator has worked on something doesn’t mean it deserves to get passed.  In terms of making us more professional and more legitimate, you’ve got to fire people.  Standing here, I regret letting some people get confirmed.  Moving on to thank yous.  I ran with ACT last year; I tried to do everything I could, but the man behind the scenes is Will Klein.  He’s probably the smartest person I’ve ever met and the best asset I had as a senator.  I’d like to thank my friends and other senators for providing me some mild entertainment on Thursday nights.  Commission chairs, you guys are terrific; even though I don’t agree with everything you do, ASUCD wouldn’t function without you.  I think Joe and Chris have done a terrific job with this association.  Don’t think that empty money needs to be spent because it absolutely doesn’t; empty money goes back into Senate Reserves and can be used for necessary projects later.  Thank you.

2.  Shawdee Rouhafza:  Looking back on this past year, I can truly say that, at times, I feel I have learned more sitting at this table than I have learned in a classroom.  The controversial yet passionate dialogue that ensued, some that lasted until 4:00 am, when half the table was delirious, including myself.  The anger, the smiles, the laughs, the random humor when people like Trevor Taylor, or Danny Garrett tried to ease the tension at the table.  The utter annoyance, yet lengthy discussion that occured after Justin Gold took a risk and decided to stick to his guns and speak his mind, regardless of the result and the reaction he would get.  The zealous, yet admirable spirits of Mo Torres, Laura Pulido, and Joemar Clemente standing up for their communities and, in the end, teaching me and giving me a taste of what social justice stands for.  Listening to the likes of Erin Lebe and Amy Hartstein, both of which have a way of looking at everything rationally, and just simply stating the facts.  But, it’s really everyone in this room who has taught me a thing or two.

I decided to run for senate after being an orientation leader with Becca Lovell and Andrew Bianchi.  But the person who really inspired me to become involved in student government was none other than Lula Ahmed Falol, and I still remember hearing Lula’s presentation to the freshman about student government, and how to get involved, right then and there I sent a long message to her asking to grab coffee at mishka’s and chat..next thing I knew I was running for senate.  My values and goals, and the want and need to help students and learn during the process were so aligned with the job that I couldn’t give it up.

The campaigning was probably the most intense and brutal experience of my life…I think my roommates and tennis team can vouch for me on that one.  But it was so so worth it.

I know it hasn’t really been easy for me to be a good senator and fulfill my duties as an elected official with the full plate I already have as a triple major and a student athlete.  And I know there are people that I have worked really closely with, who have had to hold off on projects and meetings because of my time commitment.  I know there are some things that I wanted to do that I just didn’t get a chance to fulfill because of my other obligations.  And for that I do sincerely apologize.  I wish that I could have given more than I did in my year as a senator, but one really important thing that I learned was that the success you get out of being senator, and the rewarding feeling does not come from simply accomplishing a platform issue or writing a bill…it’s the day to day relationships that you carry with your fellow students, and the day to day commitment of helping others, guiding others, informing others, and making a change on campus through the process of communication between students as well as faculty members.  And that is one thing I can say I did whole heartedly.  

It’s amazing how time passes, how just a year ago, I was in your position getting ready to be sworn in, and mind you it was the most intense setting to be sworn in.  I had no clue what I was getting into.  But now I can proudly say that this senate has been the craziest and most conflict prone ever hands down… but with conflict comes so many different thoughts, ideas, opinions, and passion that is truly immeasurable.  And while I leave each meeting exhausted…sometimes angry, sometimes sad, sometimes even confused…I go home learning something new, and I ponder about what I learned, and I discuss, whine, argue, or vent (depending on the issue) to my roommates, my tennis team, and my family all the time, and then they become more informed about these issues.  It’s this crazy ongoing learning cycle that occurs simply from sitting at the senate table and voicing your opinions.  And it’s a pretty unique thing to be a part of, and I feel so privileged to have been given that opportunity.

There have been many instances where I have sat at this table and have been so torn between what I think is right logically, and what I feel is right in my heart.  And those are the most difficult pieces of legislation to vote on...the bill to fund the ethnic graduations was a clear example of that.  I remember going through every single line in each budget the night before we looked at the vetoed bill, and writing down any particular flaw or questionable item in the bill.  I wrote a two page statement about why I was going to stick to the veto and vote no on passing the bill, but at that meeting, after hearing how much this meant to people of different underrepresented communities, and how we had the power to help them, I was torn.  Then, during a break I remember Lula told me, do what you feel is right, not what looks right on paper, I started thinking, and there was no question for me at that point.  I voted to override the veto and fund the graduations.

That’s just one incident, and if I went through all of them, I could probably write a novel for you.  But it’s moments like this, where you grow and you learn, and it’s special and something you can’t really explain to people who weren’t there.  You sit in one contentious and passionate senate meeting, and you go through every single emotion you could possibly have.  It’s unbelievable. 

This experience has changed me and the way I think, and it couldn’t have been possible without certain people.  Lula, thank you for opening my eyes to student government, taking me in, and guiding me through the entire process, and being my big sis until the end.  Chris Dietrich, thanks for being in your office whenever I needed advice, support, or just someone to vent to…you far surpassed my expectations as a vice president, and I am so glad to have the privilege to call you my friend.  Jack Zwald, thanks for taking a leadership stance when it needed to be done.  You are an extremely hard worker and you fight for what you believe, and I respect that so much.  I know you and Previn will do an amazing job in the executive office.  One thing I learned during this process is that the people you would less likely believe to be important to you, can become some of your closest friends.  And for me, Justin Gold became that unlikely friend.  During the campaign process, I was not too fond of this guy, but once we got on the table it all changed, and we just started clicking and combining projects, and working together, and it’s a friendship that I hope will last a long time.  Trevmo, big bro, my orientation leader, it has been a trippy ride, and I am so glad to have been with you the entire time.  You have my back when I need it, and you have been such an incredible role model as a person and a senator...I think Andrew Bianchi must have rubbed off on you because you’re awesome, so thank you!  Marcus Tang, thank you for always being the levelheaded thinker at the table.  You have never lost composure and when you speak, the words have such an extraordinary impact on the people around you.  I have learned so much from you, and your love and devotion to this campus is so clearly evident. 

My tennis team, thank you for being there for me when I needed it, like now.  Thanks for putting up with my time conflicts and my constant references to ASUCD and the Senate, even if you had no clue what I was talking about at times.  You guys are with me 4 hours a day, sometimes even more, and you mean the world to me.  My coach, Bill Maze, thank you for taking a risk on me, and allowing me to pursue with my goal, while still believing and trusting that I would be there for the tennis team no matter what.  If there was any coach more understanding, supportive, and encouraging for an athlete to run for senate, I’d be amazed.  So thank you for pushing me to achieve my goals both on and off the tennis court.  

Finally, my roommates, thanks for putting up with my random mood swings, emotions, complaining, explaining, and (the most important of all) not being able to go out Thursday nights.  Steph, thanks for listening when I need you and really taking the time to understand and give me your opinions.  Alysia, Maha, and Sanaz you were there through the whole campaigning process until now.  You’ve seen me at my best and worst, with smiles and tears, yelling and laughing, not sleeping, and though it may be hard for you to understand everything that goes down, you always listen, and you never once complained about my constant emotional fluctuations and my constant ranting and references to ASUCD.  I can’t tell you how much I appreciate that and how much it means to me.  So thank you.

Finally, new senators, congratulations on your victory!  You worked hard, and you deserve it.  Use every moment wisely and live up to your full potential because this year flies by, and before you know it, you’re standing up here giving a farewell speech.  Stick to your values and do what you feel is right, not what someone tells you is right.  Don’t let a minority opinion go unnoticed.  Say what you feel, regardless of the reaction you will receive.  It’s what you were elected to do.  Take a stance on important issues and follow them through.  Being a senator encompasses so much more than sitting at this table, and a lot of the changes you will make will come from the most unlikely situations and people.  Live it up, and open your mind to new ideas and perspectives.  You are all leaders by title now, so do your duty and exemplify that leadership through your actions.  With that I, for the final time, respectfully submit.  

3.  Trevor Taylor:

In all honesty, I’m really delirious from staying up all night writing a paper.  So, I apologize for not having something amazing prepared.  This isn’t really about my experience, it’s more relating to the new senators.  Part of the oath that we take as Senators is that we will promote the welfare and interests of the students of ASUCD.  Yes, senators do represent the student population, but that’s only part of the job.  The most effective Senators are the ones who do more than show up here on Thursday nights, but actually promote student interests and welfare.  Of the 48 senators who have represented me during my time at UC Davis, I can only remember a couple of their names.  These people have given validation to the people who voted for them.  The great tragedy during my time in Senate was the loss of the LEAD slate.  Yes, it’s a great organization, but nothing can replace the organization that it once was.  No matter what people say, LEAD died because its most important leaders walked away at the most crucial time.  Social justice, privilege, safe space, and allies were all foreign to me when I first got here, and I plan on living what I’ve learned here in my daily life.  I unfortunately will not be thanking anyone, because there are too many people who have helped me get to where I am, and I don’t want to leave anyone out.  I would however, like to thank the brothers of the Sigma Chi Fraternity.  My brothers have helped mold and change me into what I am today.  To the new senators: do more than just hold the title Senator.  Use the money, privileges, and resources available to you to help people.  

4.  Joemar Clemente:

It’s really surprising that after this whole experience, I have more “thank yous” than “fuck yous”.  In the environment that I was sworn-in to, it really scarred a lot of my experience at this table.  My fear is that I created a lot of stereotypes as an Asian American sitting at this table.  A lot of people don’t have the privilege to sit at this table like I have had the opportunity to do.  The reason that I ran for Senate was because that term, no one was running from the Asian Pacific Islander community.  A lot of people don’t know how API citizens have been oppressed in our society.  A lot of people talk about how people come in here and say they don’t give a fuck about a particular issue, and in that case, I ask you to check your fucking privilege.  Just because an issue doesn’t matter to you doesn’t mean it doesn’t affect the rest of the student body.  Despite what people say, ASUCD is not a fucking business; don’t fall into the neopolitical trap, the neoliberal agenda.  I think the Association has an obligation to every student in ASUCD; if people come in here, don’t disregard them.  I have one final dictum: fuck you, fuck the association. 

5.  Kevin Massoudi:

I’m going to keep my speech short.  Congratulations to the new senators; this will be the most frustrating, joyous, and all around outrageous job you’ve ever had.  I want to thank those who helped me out in ASUCD.  Mike Rivera, Amy Hartstein, Joe Chatham are incredibly dedicated and hard workers.  Justin Patrizio and Chris Dietrich really helped me out during my campaign.  To everyone else, my horizon, my scope has really been broadened by this experience; it’s really one of the most rewarding jobs I’ve ever had.  To the incoming senators; if you have any passion or inclination, get your foot in the door earlier, because the year will go by fast.  This new Senate that you’re coming in to is completely different from the one I came into.  Thank you everyone; it has really been a pleasure.

6.  Previn Witana:
I’ve always believed or related the association as a family. We are all brother and sisters. We are all in this together. Whether we face budget cuts or fee hikes we need to stand together. United we can never fail. I would like to thank the association and the students of UC Davis from the bottom of my heart. For 9 positions I ran throughout my years here at Davis you ensured me victory 8 times. The one thing I’ve always loved about elections is that it gives us a chance to get outside of our comfort zones and venture into other sectors of campus. We get a chance or opportunity to see things through a different lens and discover issues or problems that didn’t even know existed. I say this because regardless of who elects us we are here to represent this entire campus.

As for my platforms. I’ve met with the director of fleet services to work out a plan of ensuring all the current custodial/grounds keeping vehicles, once they run their course, will be replaced with more energy efficient and environmentally sustainable alternatives. Fleet services is also building more solar powered garages to power their electric vehicles.

As for room reservation fees, SPAC or I should say CSI, has made no actions to make this a policy. As long as we stay vocal we can fend off further fees in the future.

Wireless Internet Expansion: As a member of the ASUCD Wireless Internet Task force and Campus Council for Information and Technology, I’ve learned that the administration has made it a prerogative to continue ensuring that we have more access to Wire-less internet. Several major buildings such Sci-Lec are already making the move to wire-less. Segundo has already run beta programs for Wi-Fi. As the dorms are renovated or as new ones are built, the infrastructure is being reconfigured to improve both Wi-Fi capability and cell phone reception. As long we continue to push this issue we may one day have a campus that has complete Wi-Fi coverage.

Lastly I come to my final issue Dead days for Winter quarter. I regret to inform you that the issue is no longer feasible in my eyes. In efforts to lock all UCs under the academic calendar, the registrar has found it best to remove the Dead for winter quarters. It seems that there are several UCs that have absolutely no dead days anymore. In that sense we are still one of the few campuses that is lucky enough to still have one for fall and Spring. The only option to bring back a dead day for winter and still remain on the same academic calendar would be to lose a day of spring break. I for one refuse to take this option. I remember long and well of the Academic system when I was a freshman where our Spring break was nothing more than a thanks giving weekend. You would then come back to class for about 2-3 days and then get a three day weekend not the best way to start spring quarter. Our new calendar gets rid of this redundancy and ensures that everyone gets at least a week of rest before we have to crack open the books again. As a result I feel it would be detrimental for us to lose a day of spring break( the shortest of all our quarterly breaks).

Now as for my thanks

Firstly I would like to thank and congratulate the new winter class senators; I was sitting in your shoes just about a year ago, excited and ready to make a difference. If there’s one piece of advice for you remember it is that you should never give-up in what you do. And although you ran on specific platforms you may just find yourself working on issues that you had never thought of before. Issues that have far reaching consequences. Issues that can truly make a difference for this entire campus. I wish you the best of luck in all that you can do.

I would like to thank my current winter class of senators. Despite the terrible weather consisting of hail, rain and frigid temperatures, we came from one of the most historic elections, turnout wise (26%) . Roughly one out of every 4 students voted for us. We had a total of not one, not two but four senatorial candidate’s breaking over 500 first place votes. All in all I don’t see our record being surpassed or equaled anytime soon. We were the ones who survived through and set the record for one of the longest senate meetings ever going past 3AM on Friday( and yes thank goodness that was a dead day). We didn’t give up we stood are ground and showed that we could get though Senate agenda that was an inch thick of legislation and I truly admire it. 

Brandon Craig, my one in all best campaign manager ever and DCD president. If it wasn’t for you I don’t think I could have pulled off a stunning win. Whether it’s taking long strolls through the arboretum on Picnic Day or keeping me sane during the election, you sir are true hero in my eyes.

Bree Rombi- Although you weren't on the ballot in my election, the fact that you were out there every day on the campaign brightening up our days really made the difference. It's been an honor serving with you on the senate, and I know will go on to great things.

Eli Yani- to Eli whose white lie of telling me I was seventh place in my senate race really got me energized and fired up to campaign my heart out. I say white lie only because I was actually in 5th place at the time. My furious campaign mode however shot me up to 3rd.Anyways I do love you Eli despite the white hair’s you may have given me.

Trevor Taylor, Greek man of the year. I really do love you man and wish you were my father. It’s been great serving with you and here’s to being the two senators of our class that wrote the most legislation.

Jack Zwald, my roommate, friend, and fellow Blue Dog. What can I say other it’s been great serving with you in the senate and soon to be in the Executive. I look forward to a successful administration and a long held tradition of Doctor Who on Thursdays.

Paul Harms, I was always felt you were my strongest mentor to the association. You were always there to back me up for whatever I did and I truly appreciate your advice.

Amy Hartstein. What can I say it’s been great knowing you for so many years. From just hanging out in your study lounge in Tercero South to our paths converging again in the Association, I really do heart my bylaws and I will truly miss not seeing you at the table.

Chris Dietrich- you sir have been a great friend and associate. From our first date (where we had char burgers and saw Gran Torino) to the heydays of election where you always kept your calm were always there to provide input. I’ve had a great time serving as Pro-temp with you and will miss having you around. I hope you go on to great things in Law school.

To Miss Laura Kroeger, it has been an honor to have met you . You’ve always been there for me and helped open my mind to new things. I will always be your Rock Hudson to your Doris Day anytime.

A few other AWESOME people I would like to quickly thank: Jeff Williams, Dana Percoco, Darwin Moosavi, Jasmine Smith, Missy Whitney, Max Mikalonis, Jackie Limon,Matt Shannon. Matt Blair, Don Gibson, Joey chen, Molly Fluet, Kate Rockwell, Robert Feldman. My campaign crew(who would wake up every morning before six ready to work rain or shine): Kelsey McQaid, Baxter, Brent Abelson, Kevin Pascual, my 8 interns who made my Senate career as effective as could be and Lastly my Parents.

Again I would like to thank the association and the students of UC Davis for giving me the opportunity to serve once more. I guess I’ll see you all in two weeks.

Rombi motions for a ten-minute break at 6:59 PM.

No objections.
Meeting is called back to order at 7:10 PM.

V.
Seating of New Senators—Adam Thongsavat, Liz Walz, Osahon Ekhator, Ozzy Arce, Selisa Romero, Alison Tanner
VI.
Status of Legislation Previously Passed 


All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.
VII.
Introduction of New Legislation 


Authored by: 

TANNER

Co-authored by: 
Castillo-Ruiz, Ekhator, Tanner

Introduced by: 

Tanner

Referred to:

Ethnic and Cultural Affairs Commission





Academic Affairs Commission


Authored by: 

CHEN

Co-authored by: 
Freeman, Lee, St. Cyr, Williams

Introduced by:

Lee

Referred to:

Internal Affairs Commission




Business and Finance Commission




Environmental Policy and Planning commission

An ASUCD Senate Bill to implement the Long-Range Plan for the Bike Barn.


Authored by: 

Menovske

Co-Authored by: 
Abergel

Introduced by:

Menovske

Referred to:

Academic Affairs Commission

An ASUCD Resolution formally endorsing the efforts of the California Public Interest Research Group’s (CALPIRG) textbook affordability campaign and their efforts to begin a textbook rental program and encourage professors to adopt open educational resources (OERs) here on campus.
Authored by: 

Menovske

Co-Authored by: 
Addler

Introduced by: 

Menovske

Referred to:

Business and Finance Commission

An ASUCD Bill to allocate $335.00 from Senate Reserves to the California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG) to reserve the Activities Recreation Center’s Main Floor on April 11th.

VIII.
Public Discussion 

IX.
Public Announcements  

Dietrich:  For the Senate meetings for the rest of the quarter, we have two left.  The one next week will be in Tercero Main Lounge.  The one on the 11th is the one with Executive farewells, and that will be held in the Silo Cabernet Room, and the regular meeting will meet here afterwards around 7:30 PM.  Also, there’s going to be a march on the Capitol on the 1st of March, which will be leaving at 10 AM from the Mondavi Center.  

Hartstein:  I strongly encourage everyone to attend the march, and be back by 5:10 PM so you can attend the legislation writing clinic.  Also, there is an artist named Maria Reyes having an art showing in the John Natsoulas Gallery downtown, which a coworker recommended to me.  

Lee:  I sent out an email about the public meeting on the Senate listserv.  I also made a Facebook event.  Dominick is also trying to send out notifications for the freshmen to come.  Please promote the event within your own circles. 

Tanner:  A lot of my friends thought that the public meeting was this week because of how early the Facebook event was created.

Smith:  For those of you who weren’t at the PEACE training, I will need your schedules to set up a second session.  Also, SPEAK UP will be the week of April 12th, leading up to the 16th, which is around Picnic Day.  This Monday Professor Haynes will be speaking to ECAC about the diversity post doctorate program.  

Tanner:  March 4th there is going to be a teach-in on the quad and a march into downtown beginning at 3 PM.  

Moosavi:  EPPC is having a green art show coming up.  Submissions are due between March 1st and March 4th in the basement of the art building.  The art will be displayed in the Basement Gallery for a couple weeks.   

Menovske:  This Sunday there will be a fundraiser at Jamba Juice to buy trees to plant in Tercero.  And the trees cost a lot, we found out, so please come out.  It’s at the one by Borders.  

Arce:  Safe Boats is having a fundraiser on Monday at Yogurt Shack from 6 to 9.  
Lee Motions to move into Public discussion.

X. 
Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes 


No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.
XI.
Unit Director Reports
A. Picnic Day
B. Campus Copies/Classical Notes
Hi, I’m Chelsea, the director of Campus Copies/Classical Notes.  I’m happy to report that we’ve seen an increase in business this quarter.  We are looking to expand our services to print from flash drives, which we are hoping will help increase business even more.  We are also advertising to look for more note-takers.  

Hartstein:  I was talking to Alex a couple of weeks ago, and he was talking about helping people to find out that Campus Copies/Classical Notes was in the basement.  He mentioned something like putting footprints on the floor of the MU leading down to the basement.

Menovske:  I feel like we should definitely have a discussion about how to help publicize this unit.

Lee:  Why don’t teachers use Campus Copies/Classical Notes more to sell their readers?

Chelsea:  I can’t answer that; I have no idea.

Rombi:  The only reason I know of is that professors have been going to businesses downtown because that’s just what they’ve always done.

Chelsea:  We have sent them letters, and we are working on being able to save professors’ readers on our computers so that they don’t have to always bring hard copies.

Williams:  I think you guys should work on making a sign nearby the old location to let student know that it has moved.  
XII.
Ex-Officio Reports 
A. 
Commission Chairs
Williams:  
Monday, I held some office hours.  I went home over the weekend.  Tuesday, I held some more office hours.  We held our meeting, and we talked about Joe’s bill, which we did not pass because there was no rep from ATS.  We tabled the bill from CCE.  I wrote a bill right before the Senate meeting to buy batteries for the clock in the Senate office.  

Percoco:  

Safe Boats: We had a fundraiser at Greek Awards Night. We collected change and dime bottles. We also sold about 100 wristbands.

Music on the Green: we are still talking about the date and looking for entertainment.

I held my office hours.

Had a meeting with Brett Burns. They are going to help us put the suggestions board up. 

Posted for alternates.

We are having a fundraiser on Monday at Yogurt Shack

I could not be at this senate meeting.

My Vice Chair held this weeks meeting.

Moosavi:  

-Met with Alapay Flores of 7th Generation Nation to brainstorm collaboration ideas

-Discussed Music on the Green details (tentative date may 22nd)

-Finalized Chapter 17, will be sending out to Units for approval before introducing the legislation

-Had EPPC Meeting

-Held Office Hours

-Spoke with Meg Everett regarding Farmers Market Vouchers

-Discussed Green Art Show details (submissions due March 1st-4th) 

-Will be meeting with Yolo County Waste Management Department's Senior Civil Engineer to gather information on best ways to approach making ASUCD Zero Waste tomorrow.     


Shaikh:  Monday: 
Held office hours 5-7pm. Worked on Last Lecture publicity. Printed copies of fliers with Creative Media's Design for Last Lecture. Emailed list-serves. Held meeting, discussed vodcasting and Chatham's bill. 

Tuesday: Fliered at 7am. Contacted AGTV and The Aggie for coverage. Organized Last Lecture Series Event at 7, where the Aggie reporters and AGTV representative were present,

Wednesday: Held Office hours 2-4pm.
Raridon:  
GASC attended the Western Regional LGBTQQIA Conference last weekend, which was coordinated with the LGBTRC and La Familia; we had an amazing, productive, and growthful weekend.  I had office hours on Monday and Wednesday, from 2-4 at the Delta of Venus Café.  I procured an updated copy of GASC’s budget, submitted reimbursement forms, and allocated $200 to the Davis Feminist Film Festival, which will be April 9-10, 2010.  I submitted the edited version of Senate Resolution #14, concerning gender-neutral bathrooms, to SGAO, and ECAC will be seeing it next week.  We discussed future GASC projects, including Speak Up with ECAC, attending the Queer People of Color Conference in San Diego, co-sponsoring the Queer Leadership Retreat, and a broader gender-neutral bathroom campaign.
B. 
Outreach Assembly Speaker 
Voyce:  

Worked with Creative Media to have a flyer in the works for the Leadership Fair Outreach Assembly is hosting on March 10th

Interviewed and hired Keith Sun for the Religion and Spirituality position.

Will hold interviews for Science and Engineering position this week if i have any applicants.

Trained Jacob Hendrix, Aca/Honors position.

We had a presentation from Andre Lee and Amelia Goodfellow about the Nap-In event and the resolution which we will see.  We supported it unanimously (excluding the 2 members i had absent, and the 2 positions that were unfilled as of that meeting).

Met with Gamma Zeta Alpha representatives who are looking to apply for grant money next week.
C. 
ASUCD Controller

XIII.
Elected Officer Reports 
A. President

B. Vice President
Dietrich:  
We had a meeting with some people in ASUCD regarding the constitutional crisis and the drama surrounding the elections.  I’ve been getting stuff ready for the new executive, and I trained new senators.  And Joe and I had a good meeting with Chancellor Katehi this morning.  

C. ASUCD Senators
Castillo-Ruiz:

Held Office Hours on Monday from 12-4pm

Met with Financial Aid Department and SPEAK Representative to brainstorm on AB540 Support Network.

     -Next scheduled meeting will be next Friday

Attended IAC Meeting Monday night.

Attended PEACE Training Monday night.


Ho:

Held office hours

Met with my interns to discuss short and long term goals and issues

Met with EC to redo their bill

Went to Business and Finance Commission

Resume search for a reggae concert spring quarter

Hung out with the new senators in my office hours.

Menovske:

Thursday 2/18: attended the senate meeting but left early to catch my flight to Washington DC.

Friday 2/19: Attended a National Student Forum Conference

Saturday2/20-Sunday 2/21: National Student Forum Conference and board meetings.

Monday 2/22-Wednesday 2/24: Lobby day on capitol hill.

Over the course of the trip in DC i met with several different California representatives and had discussions with them about student fees and Cal Grants, as well as other issues.

Met with GA representative John Lewis!!!!

Rescheduled my senate meetings for Friday 2/26.

Wrote two pieces of legislation to be seen next week.

     One spending bill for UCD CALPIRG to host an event for haiti relief

     One Resolution to endorse the CALPIRG Textbooks campaign

Ekhator:  
I co-authored a resolution with Abrham and Alison regarding AB-540 students.  I went to the Black Intellectuals meeting this week to brainstorm ideas to get them funding for Black Graduation.
Thongsavat:  
I basically went to the units that would affect my platform goals.  My meeting with Dob Gibson went really well; I hope to adopt that unit.  I’ve been in talks regarding renters’ rights, whether or not it should be a subcommittee of ASUCD.  

Rombi:  

On Friday February 19, I held my office hours from 10-12. Later that day I went to the Winter election results.


Monday February 22, I held my office hours in the Senate office from 1-2 pm. I also met with Unit Director, Chelsea Shotwell-Tabke to discuss Campus Copies/Classical Notes. They do have more readers and note-takers this quarter but are struggling with being in the basement because nobody knows where they are. Another issue that came up was that their services were not used for the flyers for all of the candidates in the past election. I also attended Academic Affairs Commission where they discussed the Last Lecture Series and a bill to buy vodcasting equipment. I then attended Ethnic and Cultural Affairs Commission to get PEACE trained. I found it to be very interesting and I learned a lot. I also spoke with Rudy Ornelas to look over the duties for an Attorney General.


Wednesday February 24, I held my office hours from 1-2 and 3-5. I also met with Andre to talk a little about the iPhone App and his resolution. I was also a member of the Outreach Assembly Hiring Committee where we picked a member for the Spiritual and Religious constituency. 


This week I have also set up meetings with Joel to work on getting more study spaces and fixing the ones we currently have. My intern brought up an issue that students in the ROTC program do not have priority registration so I have emailed Frank Wada and Fred Wood to see if we can resolve the issue. I have also spoken with Project Compost and addressed their concerns about a new computer. I am looking to set up a meeting with John Seden to talk more about composting in the MU. I also have a meeting tomorrow with the Vice Provost to discuss my reader project. Finally, I have emailed Geoff Straw to talk about some issues that have been brought to my attention.

Tanner:  About three hours after the election results were announced I took off to SLO for the Western Regional UC LGBTQQIA.  On Monday, I went to the PEACE training, which was slightly awkward because I am a PEACE trainer myself.  I met with some of the new senators this week, and there are some seated senators who I would like to meet with in the next week.  And I also wanted to talk about this resolution that we just wrote.  It is in response to a resolution written by UCSA in support of the DREAM Act, which urges the Regents to allow AB 540 to receive the 35% of their tuition that goes to paying for financial aid, which they are ineligible for.  If you have any concerns about this, please meet with me.  

Romero:  I would like to thank everybody for the warm welcome.  I took this last week as a recover from the campaign and from being sick.  I tried to get involve in the March 4th planning.  On March 4th I would like to have public office hours on the quad.  I would also like to have lunch with all of the senators, to get to know them.

Walz:  
I set up a meeting with a professor regarding ChemWiki online textbooks; we are going to be meeting tomorrow.  Other than that, I’ve been just catching up on sleep and studying for midterms.
XIV.
New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks 
Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements

XV.  
Consideration of Old Legislation

A. SB#40
Cano

B. SB#36
Witana

C. SB#41
Chatham—Tabled 
Kerbavas:  We already have approval to show movies, we already have a projector; this bill is just for the screen and the equipment to play movies.

Moosavi:  Who printed this?  Because it’s in the ASUCD bylaws sustainability section that these need to be printed double-sided.  

Rombi:  For everyone who wasn’t here last week, we saw the bill without the receipts last week.  

Hartstein:  Thank you very much for getting the receipts.  Also, one of the reasons for not voting on this last week was that it was vague, and I think that is a good standard to adhere to, but I think it’s a bit hypocritical for senators who have passed about $9,000 worth of spending bills for the purchase of new computers that were much less specific than this.  I urge senators to apply standards uniformly.

Voyce:  Do you have procedures for if a club wanted to use this?

Kerbavas:  We already have a system; if we cosponsor their event we can provide it for them, otherwise, we can rent it to them at ridiculously low costs, lower than you find anywhere else in Davis.  We’re hoping we can partner with Student Housing as well, to try and show movies in the dorms.  

Lee motions to move to Senate Discussion.

No objections.

Senate Discussion:

Shaikh:  For commissions to use the equipment, is there a process?

Kerbavas:  Yeah, just come talk to me.  You’re an ASUCD unit, so we won’t charge you for that.

Hartstein:  One thing that just occurred to me; in lending it out to Student Housing, I think we should try and brand the ASUCD logo onto the actual projector. 

Kerbavas:  That’s a good idea; I think we probably are capable of doing that.

Menovske motions to call Senate Bill #36 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Bill #36.   

UGENT SENATE RESOLUTION—Goodfellow

Goodfellow:  My name is Amelia Goodfellow; I am a student intern at Health Education and Promotion in the area of stress management at UC Davis.  

Lee:  There have been numerous articles in The California Aggie lately pertaining to the problems associated with stress and sleep deprivation.  Me and Amelia believe this is a really salient student issue.  What HEP is asking for is basically for us to put our name on this event and help them promote it.  Our sponsorship will have no financial contribution; they just want us to put our stamp on it.

Goodfellow:  For those of you who aren’t familiar with this program, it’s the outreach branch of the Cowell Student Health Center.  My particular area of focus is sleep and stress.  The nap-in is in response to students reporting poor sleep patterns.  This event will take place close to finals week.  It will be a two-part event.  The first part is a workshop on the benefits of napping, and the second part is the actual nap.  Some of you may have seen the nap map on Google, which is a guide to the best places to nap on campus.   

Public Discussion:

Voyce:  The first thing I wanted to address was Outreach Assembly being listed in this.  Passing this resolution makes it a task of our Outreach Assembly.  They came to our committee and we unanimously approved it.

Kirshner:  External Affairs also unanimously passed this resolution.

Williams:  Where will this event actually be?

Goodfellow:  It will be King Lounge on the second floor of the MU.

Lee:  The reason why we introduced this as urgent is because they need time to integrate our logo into their advertisements, and we need Outreach Assembly to have time to go to all sorts of different clubs.

Shaikh:  I think this is a great idea.  Napping is obviously a big issue.  I know you guys have been discussing a permanent napping center; I think that will be a great idea.

Ho:  Logistically, are we napping on the floor?

Goodfellow:  We will be providing some yoga mats, and we are working with the Experimental College to get them to provide some.  We are also encouraging people to bring their own gear.  The nap is in King Lounge, so there is not unlimited space available.  We are expecting that some people will attend the workshop and not actually stay around for the nap itself.  

Menovske:  So, the event is on March 10th.  I have a problem with completely disregarding the space as a study space right before finals.  Every quarter we get complaints from students around finals week about there not being enough study space.  I agree that sleeping and napping are important, but I don’t feel comfortable voting for this resolution if it is going to take away the study space for an entire day.

Goodfellow:  You brought up some really good concerns.  I did some research regarding how the various lounge and study spaces are actually utilized.  We tried to keep the event short; we should be in and out of there in 2-and-a-half hours.  Campus Unions is also comfortable with allocating the space very temporarily.  I know napping does sound really trivial in comparison with studying for finals, but we do really believe that it is a tool that students can use.

Menovske:  Even if it is only 50 minutes, I think it’s a crucial 50 minutes that people could use to be studying.  

Castillo-Ruiz:  I just think it’s kind of weird that we’re only providing Outreach Assembly in support.  I almost feel like ASUCD is piggy-backing on something that doesn’t really need our support.

Goodfellow:  By providing very minimal support, basically just the logo and helping with publicity, you would effectively be making our event very strong, and you would essentially just be saying that you think it’s important.

Lee:  Because this is a first time event, HEP evaluates all their events each time they happen; if they’re not successful, they don’t happen again.  We really want this to be successful so that it can be a continual resource for students.  

Senate Discussion:

Rombi:  I just wanted to address Senator Menovske’s concerns.  Seeing how they’re not going to take too long, I think that in the long run, if students attend this, it can help them out.  I still support this resolution.

Menovske:  How is the information going to be given out specifically?

Goodfellow:  We’ve developed several resources specifically for this program, in addition to other resources for other stress mitigation means available on campus.

Rombi:  I still support this; I think it’s important for students to go to this.  I’m going to try and look into opening up other areas while this is happening.
Menovske:  Napping is important, but I think a student can just as easily take a nap on a chair in King Lounge as on a sweaty stinky mat.  

Shaikh:  I don’t necessarily think that students who have issues with napping will come to ASUCD for help.  Also, is the time slot 3:10- 4:00 a peak time for students studying in that lounge?
Goodfellow:  This late afternoon time period corresponds to the time when you’re supposed to nap, and that is the time when the most people are observed napping in the room.

Shaikh:  But is King Lounge busy during this time?

Goodfellow:  It’s busier during the mornings.

Smith:  It seems like a lot of what’s being said is redundant.  I think that two hours out of the day isn’t going to affect the shortage of study space that bad.  I think that the program is good, especially for only 50 minutes out of the day.  

Lee:  This is not just about them teaching people how to nap; it is about teaching tips for healthy living.  I think anything that will really be able to connect students to the resources we have on campus should be supported by ASUCD.  I know Amelia has talked to me before about how hard it is to get the news about their events out to students.

Lee motions to call the Urgent Senate Resolution to question.

Menovske objects to passing the Senate Resolution. 

With an 11-1-0 vote, the Resolution passes.

No:  Menovske
Ten-Minute break at 8:45 PM.

Meeting resumes at 8:55 PM.  

Absent:  Chatham, Arce (returned late), Lee (returned late), Tanner (returned late), 
XVI. 
Other Business 
XVII. 
Public Discussion

Lee:  Like I said in my email, I did want to discuss getting a group of students on a committee to work on the iPhone app.  I think we have a general consensus that it is pretty much amazing, and I think each of us have a few ideas of what can be included in that app.  I’d like to start writing legislation right away.  I think the committee should be tailored specifically towards this project.  I wanted to stay away from discussing possible new ideas, but I did want to discuss if you guys think a committee would be a good way to institutionalize this.  Also, as far as Sonny being the creator, he eventually wants to transfer that ownership to us.  I think this is an opportunity that we can’t pass up.  Like he said, we need to try and make this as accessible to as many students as possible.
Menovske:  I agree with Andre, but I don’t know how comfortable I would be with the idea of a committee being created just for this project.  What happens when the project is developed to its full potential?  I think this is an awesome opportunity to use the momentum of this project towards more projects.  Can we talk about what exactly this committee will do?  

Lee:  Just to clarify, if we do create a committee, from my reading of the bylaws, committees are set to expire after one year, so they would be subject to renewal.  I think that the expiration aspect of it would address your main concern.

Menovske:  I’m aware of the fact that committees have to be renewed annually.  I just think that’s opening up the door to overly specific committees.  I think the committee should be broad, where all of students’ technological ideas can come together.

Koo:  I brought up the copyright issue before, and I think that at the moment the app is currently escaping the university’s notice, but my concern is that if we build this thing up, the university will swoop in and claim it as their intellectual property.  There is an intellectual property officer working on campus.  I think we should really look hard at the university’s policy regarding ownership.  We might want to be proactive and say that we want to help develop it.  

Menovske:  If by chance, this happened, and the university tried to take it away, would it be feasible to have a UCD representative on the committee?

Koo:  I think the idea that I wanted to voice was the university taking it away from us entirely.  If they take it away and don’t put in the resources necessary it will not reach its potential.


Rombi:  I kind of agree with a couple of things that have been said.  I’m behind getting this project running, but I don’t know how a specific committee would work.  I have some concerns about it, but I think we should help them in some way.  

Kerbavas:  This is somewhat related… These developers are graduating, and they’re going to go off into the real world to get jobs that pay them.  I think it’s unrealistic to expect them to stick around even for one year uncompensated.  We need to find away to directly replace them.
Shaikh:  My talk with Sonny led me to believe that he wanted to be involved with it forever.  

Voyce:  If we did have paid positions, where would that money come from?

Lee:  In my ideal world, assuming they had ownership, and assuming they will be willing to give it to us…

Dietrich:  Andre, you’re not answering the question.

Andre: Ok, ok.  I would really like to pay them.  I would be willing to accept an unpaid committee.  But the money would come out of Senate Reserves.  

Williams:  In theory, we could make some money from this app to help pay for it.  We are making budget cuts all over right now.  But I have a feeling that if it starts making money, the university is immediately going to swoop in and claim this.  Also, I think making this a committee is sticking bureaucracy where it doesn’t really belong.  I think this sounds more like a senator’s project.  I also think the creators would be better at selecting the people to work on this project.

Dietrich:  I think that perhaps a committee would bring in a lot of unnecessary bureaucracy.  I think if we created an iPhone app manager included in the unit’s Long-Range Plan, it would solve a lot of the bureaucratic issues.

Koo:  We have to think about where this is going to be five or ten years down the road.  We need to think about how we are going to perpetuate this.  

Tanner:  I really want to enter this discussion about committees, and what they are good for.  Let me tell you what they are good for: I think that committees are very underutilized tools in ASUCD because they allow the Senate to disperse power to new students, and they also create people power— people who are going to do the stuff for you.  If Andre had six different helpers, then this project would be very effectively managed.  Two, I think the idea that we are going to create committees willy-nilly is a little absurd, because the creation of committees is at the discretion of the Senate.  We can evaluate these committees based on their goals and their ability to achieve them.  I think this is a multifaceted issue.  There are a lot of different responsibilities, and I think that creating a committee is a great idea.  I think it is a wonderful precedent for us to set.  

Castillo-Ruiz:  I don’t have an iPhone or an iPod; it’s just not my thing.  But it seems like it does have a lot of potential.  But, I’m still not too sure if a committee is the way to go.  When I think of an iPhone app, I immediately think of this being under Creative Media.  I think by giving them the resources to do it, we would be institutionalizing this.

Rombi:  One of the biggest problems with Creative Media is that Alex basically does everything by himself.  They would need a whole new staff member, not a student, to cover this project.  They already have all their own tasks.

Castillo-Ruiz:  I’m not too familiar with the unit, but I’m just kind of concerned about making the committee.  Would we have to put that committee into the bylaws?  
Dietrich:  How it works is that the Senate can vote to create a committee for a year.  The ones that are in the bylaws are permanent.  

Kerbavas:  I just wanted to echo on Senator Rombi’s comments.  My unit relies heavily on Creative Media, and it is apparent that they are stretched very thin.  I think this is a chance to consider what Creative Media’s role is and whether or not it’s able to fill it properly with the resources we give them.
Lee:  I don’t think Creative Media is the way to do this.  Also, I agree with everything Alison says; making this a committee legitimizes this.  This is something that we’re going to approve year by year, but it’s going to be a long-term project.  I think bureaucracy is a really loaded word; I think it’s more of a specialization.  Sonny also really likes the idea of this committee.  I feel like we’re going in circles; I’m going to start writing legislation.  

Hartstein:  Committees: they’re cool.  If you want to read about committees you can go to sections 205 and 206 in the bylaws.  You can also create special committees.  Anybody is allowed to be on those committees, not just students.  I don’t think commissions are the right road to go down, because I think they are legislative and programmatic bodies, and I think that isn’t part of their responsibility.  Regarding intellectual property; a friend of mine is a physics major.  He invented something cool, that could have been quite lucrative, but the university said that they owned it.  Lastly, I think that we really need to consider adding another career staff to Creative Media because Alex Park doesn’t even have time to take breaks.  I think this is something that Creative Media would want to do if they did have the resources to do it.  They can provide the stable tech support that this project would need.  

Thongsavat:  I really don’t like the idea of the committee; if it doesn’t aim towards creating a greater policy, I think that’s a problem.  What would it be doing in terms of day-to-day operations?  I think we need to have two paid positions, which at least have a title and a stipend and can work under SGAO.  

Williams:  Student positions have to be incredibly well-paid to lure students who know how to write programming, when they can work for Intel and earn three times as much money.

Kerbavas:  I just wanted to point out that there is a difference between a commission and a committee.  I like Amy’s idea that we would incorporate Creative Media into the committee.  I think it would be useful to see if they are being the most effective.  I think we need to create a student committee and a Creative Media staff member.  

Hartstein:  Committees sometimes become commissions; if there is a need for it and a clear purpose, than it can become a commission.  I think a year as a test would be best.  Creative Media supports a tremendous amount of units and does an incredible amount of work.  I think this is something that every senator needs to start thinking about before budget hearings.  

Shaikh:  I think a committee is a good idea.  If it turns out that they don’t have enough to do, then we can end it.  

Lee:  From an investment perspective, this is a very low risk venture, and the potential yield is massive.  I think that makes it a great investment.  

Juarez:  What about the involvement of the professor?  I feel like he can be a huge asset in the future.  I think it’s something we might want to look in to.  

Hartstein:  One of the problems that I saw with the committee is that these are senior engineering students who are graduating.  But maybe we can make a seminar or offer internship credit to students interested in helping with this.

Menovske:  I think it’s really important that we find out about the ownership of this.  Secondly, I think it came across to some people that I don’t like the idea of committees.  That’s not true, but I’m just concerned about overly specific committees.  I think the committee needs to be broader.  It can have specific projects, one of which can be the development of the iPhone app.  
Rombi:  It seems like everyone is in favor of the committee.  I like Jeff’s idea of starting if off as a Senate project.  I feel like our talk is circular and I think we should move on.  

Williams:  This week, when I went to my box to get the four bills we were supposed to be looking at for our meeting, there was nothing in my box.  Also, the agenda for this week is horrible; there are bills that shouldn’t even be in here.

Smith:  Also, I know Sarah calls in or goes to the office in person every week to record her office hours, and they were not included.

Menovske:  I have the same problem with office hours.  When I call and email them to record my office hours, it’s upsetting when they don’t record them.  I don’t have any suggestion for what we should do, but I just want to talk about it.

Lee:  I know I put it in at least one email, but SGAO’s phone is broken, so if you leave a message about your office hours, there’s only a 50% chance that they will get the message.  As far as the office hours go, it’s going to take some time to work out the kinks.

Menovske:  This is not really related, but Andre, your emails are so long.  You can’t really expect us to read an entire essay.  

Kerbavas:  If their answering machine doesn’t work, can I suggest that we buy another one?  It would be a very easy and inexpensive solution.

Hartstein:  Things that bother me about SGAO:  I’ve been in ASUCD for four years, and they’ve never been efficient.  They watch YouTube videos all day long.  I think it’s interesting how we’ve cut back their Friday scheduling, but sometimes there are three people sitting at the desk.  They spell commissioners’ names wrong when they have them on file.  They don’t put the proper legislation in my box until it’s too late.  I think that my basic thought is that if they have the time and energy to put Sudoku and long division on Senate agendas, they can at least get the agenda right.  Also, I think someone should take this on as a project; it would be a great way for new senators to learn about how ASUCD works and make a change to make it work better.

Moosavi:  Have these concerns ever been voiced to the actual employees of SGAO?
Hartstein:  I have sent them a couple of not-too-kindly worded emails.

Dietrich:  SGAO is always going to have down time because they need to wait for the work to come to them.  They’re going to start printing off tabled legislation the next week, because that hasn’t been their procedure in the past.  We need to convey clearly to them the work that they need to do.  I’ve also institutionalized a reporting process for them to report to the Vice President.

Williams:  Is SGAO a unit?

Dietrich:  No.

Williams:  Can I audit them?

Dietrich:  I would allow you to do that.

Lee:  I think we should have Sarah Wright come in here just so she can hear our concerns.  I will ask her to attend the meeting next week.  I think she will be very receptive to our concerns.

Koo:  If you all want to criticize her, you might want to consider going into closed session.
Dietrich:  But she’s not a Senate-confirmed employee.  

Williams:  I think one of SGAO’s biggest problems is that Sarah seems to do pretty much everything.  The other employees are not very well versed in some of the more technical things.

Menovske:  I think we should consider the idea of having SGAO give a report, similar to unit directors. I think it would be awesome if we made a mandatory dialogue with them on a regular basis.  

Juarez:  I’ve never had a problem with Sarah; she’s really efficient.  I don’t know if I necessarily want to put her in the awkward position since it’s not really her fault.  

Menovske:  Amy showed me the bylaws, and after the conversation we have with her next week, I think the next step might be to close-session her.  

Rombi:  I don’t know what her specific title is, but it kind of is her responsibility to make sure that everyone else is properly trained.  

Shaikh:  This seems to be a common trend, people who are high up being overloaded with responsibility.  I think we need to try and diffuse some more power.

Dietrich:  I was at SGAO’s staff meeting last week, and Sarah did bring forward some issues that she has seen.  I’ll sit down and talk with her this week.  

Voyce:  She is the person to talk to; she is the head of that office.  Hopefully she won’t see that as a personal attack.   

XIIX.
Any Other Business

Media Board: 

Dietrich:  We have to appoint a designee to the Media Board.  That senator goes to their meetings.  Media Board supervises The Aggie and KDVS.  They probably won’t meet before the end of the quarter.

Juarez nominates Tanner.


Tanner accepts.

Thongsavat nominates Lee

Lee accepts.

Ekhator nominates Arce.

Arce declines.
Menovske nominates himself.

Lee withdraws.

Arce nominates Ekhator.

Ekhator accepts.

With 6 out of 11 votes, Tanner wins.

Internet and Networking Committee:

Juarez nominates Rombi.

Rombi accepts.

Rombi is elected as the new Internet and Networking Committee designee.

URSAC:

Rombi nominates Thongsavat.

Thongsavat accepts.

Thongsavat elected as the new designee for URSAC.

Hartstein:  Tomorrow in Olson 205 there is an info session about careers in the Department of State.

Menovske:  Very sad news.  Unfortunately, only two of you have signed up to be on the Relay for Life team, so I decided to disband the team.  I should have listened to Previn; he told me it was impossible.  

Williams:  Audits are coming in, so if you’re interested in the financial audit for your unit, please contact me.  

Menovske motions to adjourn at 11:08 PM.

No objections to adjournment.
XIX.
Adjournment

Meeting is adjourned at 11:08 PM.
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