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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

6:10, Mee Room

April 22, 2010

I.
Call to Order 


Meeting is called to order at 6:11 PM.
II.
Quorum Roll Call


Absent:  Zwald, Smith (arrived late), Moosavi, Raridon (arrived late).
III.
Presentations
A. Lobby Corps

Lewis:  I’m here to introduce Lobby Month, which is next month.  The May revise and legislation deadlines are during this month.  We are now looking for volunteers, so I want to tell you that Lobby Month is happening.  In the past, we have averaged about one visit per day, for a very consistent and strong message.  I want to invite you to come to any of our meetings, which are every Wednesday.  There are not long, tiring debates; we just have introductions for new faces, look at the UC in the news, and go over visit reports and assign new visits.  It’s open to everybody.  We give you the bills, the summaries of why we support it, and why.  I’ll leave a couple business cards here in case anyone has any questions.
Lee:  What day exactly are the visits going to start?

Lewis:  They’re pretty much every day.  We’re up to about 7-9 visits per week.  
IV.  
Status of Legislation Previously Passed 


All legislation previously passed has been signed by the President.
V.
Introduction of New Legislation 

Authored by: 

MENOVSKE

Co-Authored by: 
Rin, Addler, Abergel, McBee, Lee 

Introduced by: 

Lee
An ASUCD Senate Resolution in support of the proposed amendments to CALPIRG’s Pledge Contract.
ASUCD Senate Bill #X

Authored by: 

Lee

Co-authored by: 
Lindholm

Introduced by: 

Lee

An ASUCD Senate Bill to allocate $2,200.00 from Capital Reserves to purchase a used storage steel container to store Picnic Day event materials.
VI.
Public Discussion 

Rouhafza:  Basically, the reason why we’re here is that a lot of the members of the swim and rowing teams have been looking into the mistakes that have been made in cutting the sports teams.  There are certain committees that have to be gone through in order to make cuts, and those committee recommendations were not followed.  We’re speaking to a lawyer right now to work out the legality issues.  AAAC gave a recommendation, and realized that some Core Principles were going to be violated, including number three, number five, and number eight.  The cuts that were made were not transparent.  We don’t want to take too much of your time, but we just wanted to fill you in.  We’ve done a protest, but we want to have more negotiations; we want the administrators to let us know what is going on.  
Darcy:  I’m on the women’s rowing team.  I understand that cuts need to be made, but these were completely not transparent, and ill-conceived.  Chancellor Katehi gave us back $1,000,000, which means that the total cut will only be $700,000.  The members of the women’s rowing team cost the university only $622 per year, whereas the national average is over $3,000.  The administration is ignoring the fact that you are the student government and that you need to be involved in this.

Tristan:  I’d like to explain a little about what is false on this matrix.  Look at women’s rowing.  It says that they have limited competitive opportunities—they have ten.  Look at women’s gymnastics—they only have six, but are listed as “competitive”.  All of these are arbitrary decisions on whether or not these sports are competitive.  This ignores the fact that the men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams are in the Big West Conference.  It also says that they are not sponsored, which is blatantly false.  How did they decide whether or not these sports can remain competitive without funding?  I don’t know.  
Darcy:  We actually have documents showing that the school has asked the court of Sacramento to change our contract for the next three years to make it one year.  If you look at the very first line, the savings didn’t take into consideration the lost salaries and benefits that we were willing to sacrifice in order to save the sport.  We told the administration that we’d be willing to operate at 70% of our budget. 
Lee:  What was done as far as the process in Duke and Northridge that we can emulate here?

Darcy:  We are currently talking to the people who were most involved at those schools.  We will be coming back next week with what we learned from them.

Lee:  Have you sought legal advice?  Who’s paying for it?

Darcy:  All legal advice has to be done through parents and students, who are paying for it right now.  Coaches are not allowed to pay for legal services against the university.
Speaker:  I’m in the process of talking to a lawyer.  The problem right now is that these documents are not legally binding.  That’s where we need help.

Lee:  I know our Executive office has been trying to work with the administration to help the athletes.  But we also have limited means.  We’d love to hear suggestions for what we can do.

Shaikh:  If Duke and Northridge were able to overturn those decisions, I do think that’s something the Senate table can do.  So we have no idea how they decided whether or not sports can remain competitive, right?

Darcy:  It was a personal decision made without consultation of the coaches.

Speaker:  With all the general knowledge we learned today, Greg promised to meet with the men’s swim team, but he didn’t show up to our meeting, which was a huge slap in the face for us.  You guys represent the entire student body on campus; if you don’t have the power to go against Greg or the Athletic Department, then who does?  When things have been cut in the past, what has the student government done to get the students rallied?  This looks like a really messed up dictatorship.  Opportunities for students are being severed.  
Tanner:  I have some experience with getting various programs on campus saved: the breastfeeding support program is now indefinitely funded for the rest of eternity.  One, you need to inundate media sources, anywhere.  Get all this backhand information on the news; that’s what’s going to get the administration’s attention.  Two, inundate all administrative bodies: advisory committees, any administrator you know.  You also have to go into their offices and make a big fuss.  Student petitions, Facebook groups, are all great.  Getting parents to call people scares the administration so much because they think that our parents are paying for this.  
Speaker:  As previously mentioned, the ICA is funded almost entirely by student money.  It is in the students’ best interest to essentially be in charge of the ICA department.  Now, because of these cuts, there are 20% fewer athletes.    

Lee:  For these things that were violated, which we probably can’t sue them for, are there any third party arbitrators in the university in charge of making sure agreements aren’t violated?
Darcy:  When we moved to Division I, a third party group should have been brought in.  The work group that was created was done by the Chancellor.  

Matt:  All of the mistakes that have gone on a lead back to Greg.  He found out through the California state legislators that there was going to be a fee increase and changed the election date to be before the fee increases were announced.  
Rouhafza:  When they gave these announcements for the cuts to the administrators, there’s a quote from Jan Gong that states that they didn’t know how the cuts were decided, that they just trusted ICA.  That’s not supposed to happen that way.  Greg is the guy to blame right now.

Lee:  So the way the process was managed, he’s responsible for that?

Rouhafza:  Yes.

Speaker:  Can we not shame these people to try and give them a wake-up call?  We want to tell them we know what they’re doing.  Maybe they’re completely oblivious to what’s going on.  
Thongsavat:  Has there been discussion about holding a large venue, such as a town hall meeting?

Darcy:  We can’t even get a meeting with Greg.

Rouhafza:  Basically every athlete that thought that they were going to be cut sent an email to Greg.  We all got one reply from his assistant.  It said basically that he’s not going to meet with anyone.

Thongsavat:  I think Fred Wood has a much larger role in this than we believe.  I highly doubt that he’s not intimately involved in this.  I urge you not to let anyone off the hook.  The questions you are asking us needs to be asked to the people in charge.  
Speaker:  There were actually a couple of news stations that covered the day that we got cut.  Darcy was very candid in the video, asking for them to explain.  Their response was that it was too complicated.  There’s 150 of us; do they really think that collectively we can’t understand?  That’s so insulting.  

Rouhafza:  They added field hockey in fall of this year, and then they cut four sports.  How does that make sense? 

Lee:  Have the athletes been meeting regularly to ensure a common front?

Darcy:  We meet whenever possible, usually at Schall.

Lee:  You can also reserve any room in this building for your meetings.  I also read the email that Shawdee forwarded from Greg.  It struck me as a little odd that he didn’t want to meet with students.  I think one of the problems is that it’s too emotional.  I think that it is very reasonable to demand a public town hall meeting.  I think a good resolution to write would be to request a meeting like that.  
Koo:  Regardless of how this turns out, we do pay $62 per quarter for Division I sports.  We might want to increase the transparency of the process.  It seems like we’re just sending money without any knowledge of how it’s being used.

Raridon:  In my experience in organizing, it takes all avenues to illicit any kind of change.  Letter writings and meetings are great, but there needs to be an accountability aspect.  You need to think about which tactic fits your specific aim.  I would encourage you to take every single avenue.  Also, remember that they’re scared of you.  They’re pretty terrified that the athletes are mobilizing; use that to your advantage.  The queer students totally got your back.  We would love to work with you.  You should reach out to folks who have already been organizing to form a really broad base.  
Tristan:  I think it’s a real shame that the university did not respect ASUCD’s resolution three weeks ago.  I think the ASUCD would be wise to seriously reconsider any future agreements with the administration, and past agreements as well.  We need to condemn the administration for making these cuts without going through the proper processes.  
Ornelas:  Me and Joey met with Greg; he has no clue what is going on with his budget.  We asked him what percentage of his budget he was cutting, he told us there was no way to figure it out.  One avenue do you have is to write up a new referendum.  

Voyce:  About the lawyer from the university; he’s there for free legal advice, so take advantage of him.  How would we go about attaching strings to the money we give them?

Matt:  Could you create a MOU or make the original initiative stronger?

Voyce:  I think that would require them to agree to it.  How have the other teams been with this?  Have they been supportive?

Rouhafza:  I’m from women’s tennis, and I knew that I was going to be safe, and I’m fighting for this.  This affects all the athletes.  Going in to Hickey Gym, there’s less athletes, more money in the program.  We lose our friends, our sense of community.  When you’re playing at this level, the sport becomes a part of you.  
Voyce:  This might be easy for me to say because I don’t play a sport, but maybe you should consider boycotting.  The university depends on you to play.  

Rouhafza:  $600 per student each year goes toward ICA athletics.  That money is now going only to administrators.  Writing another referendum to withdraw student fees is a possibility, but one, it could be violated as well, and two, it would negatively impact every other sport.  I know you all know this, but the only way we found out about these cuts was by reading the Aggie article.  Also, the fact that we’re trying to mobilize and protest: our aim is to have our voices heard in a peaceful manner.  I’ve heard from a lot of coaches and teachers who are happy about us organizing, but we’re still being silenced.  To this day, we don’t know the criteria for the cuts.  These students were also locked out from the press conference where it was announced that they’re being cut.  That’s degrading.
Smith:  I read in The Aggie that all athletes on scholarships would have their scholarships maintained?

Darcy:  The only scholarships that will be honored will be continuous ones.  Most recruits and freshmen won’t be receiving them the next year.  For rowing specifically, I know that at least 40% of our team won’t be having their scholarships honored.

Rouhafza:  The reason why we’re fighting this, scholarships aside, is that we want to play these sports and be with out teams.

Walz:  I know one of the Davis City Council members came to participate here against the hate crimes.  What if we had them come, and everyone else?  If everyone except for the administration comes, I think that would be a pretty powerful statement.

Speaker:  You all saw the matrix.  An important thing to ask yourself is why, as a professional institution of higher learning, these people wouldn’t proof read this.  The lack of evidence of proofreading shows the utmost disrespect to ASUCD.  If it comes down to the fact that they just don’t care about us, that is a real issue.  Two of the heads of the AAAC have resigned before the decision was to be made because they didn’t want to be a part of it any more.  
Raridon:  It’s really beautiful watching you all move through the many tiers of administrative bullshit, and learning how ineffectual it is.  I would encourage you all that while you may have a town hall, Janet Gong is an excellent negotiator, and she will try and negotiate you down.  I just want you to know what you’re going up against.

Lee:  Does everyone think it would be favorable for ASUCD to request a public town hall meeting?  We also need to set up a regular meeting time.  A lot of us, if not all of us, would like to help you.  Is the referendum to remove the money on the table?  I feel like that’s the nuclear option.  We all have office hours, too, when you can come talk to us.  We can draft a referendum, and have it ready.  Is the boycott something that’s being considered?  Being on the teams and competing is something that the university depends on.
Darcy:  We could try and get the track team on board.

Ozzy:  It seems a little confusing that you really just want to play your sports and yet you’re considering boycotting.  Boycotts send a really strong message, but you need to make sure it’s the right one.  Have there been any contacts with corporations and local businesses to try and get funding for one more year?  

Speaker:  I’ve been to the meetings, and they told us that they don’t want teams to have to “limp along”.  They say they want to save us, but they’re not willing to.  

Darcy:  The rowing team was looking into getting a corporate sponsorship, but they won’t allow us.

Rouhafza:  Linda Katehi said in her letter that the reason we were getting cut was because we are not “revenue boosting”.  But they’re not letting us find revenue.  And one of the eight core principles was that external funding would not be allowed.
Williams:  $10 million in two weeks is completely ridiculous.  I think what you should do is hit them hard, hit them fast, hit them where it hurts.  I would really consider going with the nuclear option; you’re being wiped off the map.  The boycotting of the sports does seem reasonable, but you guys are athletes; you want to play.
Speaker:  You were saying that we should hit them hard and fast; have you seen the movie Kickass?  Is that the avenue you’re talking about?

Lee:  I think another thing is that The Aggie struggles with sustained coverage.  There are so many different perspectives; I would like to see a few articles a week.  I want to re-emphasize that as far as the costs that all of you are incurring, all of you have the right to request money as students.  I think this is something we can look in to.  

Voyce:  I think if Joey Chen can run a $10.7 million budget, they really can’t tell us that it’s too complicated.  Also, Outreach Assembly does a lot of cooperative events.  If you would like to put on some sort of event, you can talk to me.  
Ekhator:  This is a very serious issue and I understand the gravity of this.  I want to thank you for coming to us with your findings.  

Rouhafza:  Thank you so much for having us; thank you for your wonderful ideas.  We’ll probably be here next week.  Your support really means a lot to us.  Joey and Rudy, thank you for going to Greg.  

Rombi motions for a ten-minute break at 7:55 PM.

Meeting resumes at 8:07 PM.

Absent:  Zwald, Ho (returned late), Moosavi, Raridon
VII.
Public Announcements  

Tanner:  I wanted to announce the planning meeting for the Womyn’s Leadership Conference tomorrow.  We had a very successful run tabling at the ASUCD blood drives.  I also got a really nice email from Blood Source that said we made history, and that they are going to consider tabling on other campuses.  

Raridon:  Tomorrow is a really cool event put on by the Consortium for Women called Gender and Incarceration.  It’s going to be taking place in the old Davis jail.  GASC is also sponsoring an activist spoken word artist to perform at Delta of Venus.  Next week is also the Queer and Asian Conference.

Rombi:  Today is Earth Day.  Darwin’s Earth Week events were really cool.  Tomorrow they’re doing a green partying event tomorrow on the quad.  

Romero:  On Tuesday from 7-9 in Wellman, we’ll be having a Women of Color night.  There’s an open mic. 

Witana:  The Entertainment Council would like to thank the Senate table for purchasing so much of their equipment.  They’re going to be doing a test screening tomorrow night at 7 PM on the quad.  Also, Mark Champagne told me that there is a bit of the budget set aside for scholarships, and I want to distribute that in the fall.

Castillo-Ruiz:  I’ve started to meet with the coordinators of the ethnic graduations.  I also want to know how people want to see the ethnic grad bills.

Witana:  Whenever they’re ready.

Menovske:  Grounds bought us five trees, and we’re planting them this week.  Some CALPIRG students and myself are going to be planting them.  Training day weekend for Cal Aggie Camp is next weekend.  There’s a lobby day on Monday organized by CALPIRG regarding educational issues.

Cano:  Internal Affairs will be seeing two ballot measures.  They’re to declare no-confidence in Mark Yudoff and the Regents of the University of California.

Voyce:  The Weekend of Service is the weekend of May 1st.  We are also having an ASUCD job fair.  If your units want a table, let me know.  We’re doing the Club of the Year award.  And Decision UC Davis went really well; thank you to everyone who tabled.

Lee:  The blood drive did really well.  We got over 1,100 pints, and close to 400 new people who had never donated before.

Walz:  One of my friends is having a philanthropic event after the movie screening.  It’s midnight pancakes at Tri-Delta, and because EPPC sponsored it, it’s zero-waste.

Smith:  We’re working on a program for Black Family Week on global hip hop.  We’re getting a rapper from New York to perform.

Juarez:  Vermonster forms are due tomorrow, so turn them in.  There’s also a Safe Zone training on Monday the 26th.  I know it’s a little bit long, but it’s going to be amazing.

Tanner:  I was contacted by my good friend Nicole Storrow from the CCC.  She wanted me to personally invite the whole senate table to an ally workshop.  It’s going to be May 11th from 6-8 PM in King Lounge.  It’s going to be called Breaking Barriers.  I also wanted everyone to come see Time Wise May 5th.  

Menovske:  The dodge ball tournament is the same weekend as budget hearings.      

VIII. Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes 

No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.
IX. Appointments and Confirmations

A.
STS—Sabastian Belser
Rombi:  Sabastian was extremely qualified; he’s worked on pretty much every level in Unitrans and Tipsy Taxi.  I urge a speedy confirmation.


Arce:  What is your stance on Tipsy Taxi and its future?

Juarez:  That question is not related to qualifications.  But could you let us know a little more about what else you’ve done for Unitrans?

Belser:  I hold about eight positions in Unitrans right now.  I work as a dispatcher, trainer, driver, and in human resources.  I’ve worked about 3,000 hours at the company.
Rombi:  Do you have any future plans?  Is there anything you’d like to see changed/improved?


Belser:  I mentioned a lot in the interview that I’d like to reduce some of the wages for some of the STS positions, because Tipsy Taxi is not a huge revenue producer, although I think it’s an extremely important service.  I’d like to change a few technical things, from an organizational and driving standpoint.
X.
Unit Director Reports 
A.  Bike Barn—Steve Burkel 

Burkel:  Those of you who’ve been to the Bike Barn know that we do a lot of repairs and rentals.  This year we’ve opened the bike garage in the North Entry Parking Garage.  So far, we’ve had about 1,500 students use it.  We’re working on redoing our website.  I’m also working with Andre on setting up a safety video for Student Housing to show during Freshmen Welcome Week.  We’re trying to get new computers at the Bike Barn because they’re about ten years old right now.  
Raridon:  Have you considered working with the Davis Bike Collective?

Steve:  We’ve had representatives from that group come by; they seem to have a pretty good system working over there.  We could definitely consider working with them.

Tanner:  It’s kind of unfortunate that Darwin wasn’t able to be here tonight.  But he did have some trouble contacting you.  I was wondering if you could speak to that?

Steve:  I don’t know who Darwin is.

Lee:  I spoke with Robert, who is the director.  Apparently it was just a miscommunication.  Robert apologized, and EPPC did end up passing the Long-Range Plan.

Smith:  Can you expand a little more on the Bike Garage and what you do there?

Steve:  Once the bike collective moved off campus, we had a tool check-out system at the Bike Barn, but it was very small, and we didn’t have the space.  We worked with TAPS, who gave us the space in the parking garage.  We wanted to give people the option of fixing their bikes for free, because it can be an expensive service.  We do sell a little merchandise, but we’d like to increase our sales and repairs in that location to gain some more revenue.

Thongsavat:  From the repairs, are they mostly flat tires?

Steve:  About 12 of our 20 or so repairs every day are flat tires.  For the tube and the repair, it costs about $14.  We always tell people that they can buy the tube for $7 and do it themselves if they want.
Thongsavat:  Since the point is not to make money, but give students the lowest possible price, do you think it would be possible to only charge the price of paying the personnel, and not making a profit?

Steve:  I’ve worked at the Bike Barn for four years, and we haven’t raised our price since then.  I think $7 is a pretty fair price, and it’s much cheaper than you could get downtown.

Williams:  I heard that you have plans to open a shop in west Davis?

Steve:  Most of you have heard of West Village.  This is Robert’s idea.  We’d like to have another bike shop for people in that community.  That’s something that’s maybe five years down the line.  We’re also working on starting a bike rental program with TAPS, like the ones they have in Europe.  The Bike Barn will just be maintaining those bikes; TAPS will be in charge of the actual rentals.

Ho:  There’s a line item for $3,000 for office supplies.  Do you use that much supplies in a year?

Steve:  I couldn’t tell you honestly.  The majority of the paper we use goes to repair tags.  We only have one printer.  I don’t think we use all that $3,000 per year; that’s something that we might be able to reduce.

Ho:  How many of the 200 rental bikes actually get rented?

Steve:  We run out of bikes every summer.  Winter is also pretty busy.

Ho:  Would you consider increasing the amount?

Steve:  We sell off the old ones as used bikes and then order more.
Raridon:  Are you planning on doing any workshopping to empower students to change their own tires?

Steve:  I understand that it may be expensive, but we always recommend people to go to the Bike Garage.  Robert, the General Manager teaches classes through the Experimental College, which are six sessions for $90.

Raridon:  $90?  The Bike Collective offers all of those services for free.  Y’all should really consider talking to them, because $90 for learning bike maintenance is not cool.

Steve:  Like I said, the Bike Garage is the free service we offer.  But we also employ 20 students; you have to remember that.

Cano:  The classes that the director teaches are held at the Experimental College; I just want to make that clear.
XI.
Ex-Officio Reports 
A. 
Commission Chairs
Williams:  
This week, I didn’t really do too much.  But I did get a Starcraft II beta key.

Moosavi:
-held office hours

-had EPPC meeting

-held clothes exchange event on Tuesday

-had club fair, paint-a-pot, sustainable eating event Thursday on quad for earth day

-attended Ernie Halter and The Cove screening brought to you by EPPC and EC for earth day

-will hold green partying event on Friday

HAPPY EARTH DAY!

Percoco:

· Went to picnic day 

· met with Tandem and got a $1000 Sponsorship 

· Talked with a guy from student savings 

· Held Office Hours 

· Saw legislation 

· Answered Questions for the suggestions board 

· Sold Bracelets for Safe Boats 

· Donated Blood for DLP
Shaikh:
Monday- held office hours, held meeting. chose  3 more Awards finalists from the humanities division and the math and physical sciences division of L&S. Discussed Last Lecture for this Quarter. Had Andrew from CalPirg come speak about open textbooks campaign.

Tuesday- Met with the University Co-Librarians about a new focus group and student outreach. Finalized a logo for AAC.

Wednesday- nothing

Thursday- Interviewed an applicant for AAC. Interviewed professor Bruce Haynes for the Awards Ceremony.  Attending Senate meeting.
Smith:

· Held Pass the Plate Part II on Friday. Started out slow, but really started to pick up around 1 o'clock. Senator Romero came to visit and eat. Watched the ECAC/AG TV American Dream video. You can find it on the Aggie TV facebook page.

· Went to Picnic Day 2010 where I saw Senator's Tanner and Rombi.

· I held office hours.

· Had commission meeting on Monday:

· Saw two proposal presentations. One from Mujeres Ayundando and one from REPRESENT Dance team who we will be teaming up with. 

· Went to the Black Family Week meeting.

· ECAC will be teaming up with Professor Halifu Osumare in the African American Studies Department on a event for Black Family Week. It will center on American Hip Hop versus global Hip Hop and feature a lecture, discussion, and concert on Black Family Day, with Ghanian rappers. Also in the works with getting EC on board hopefully.

· ECAC will be co-sponsoring with REPRESENT Dance team an upcoming event on art and activism. featuring the activist-performance musical duo, Soulaju, who explores issues of racial and ethnic identity, gender and sexuality, undocumented youth, and discrimination. 

· MESA Week is coming together. Starting to officialize programs and rooms, as well as get started on fliers. Preparing to write, after the week is over, a resolution to support the placement of a MESA Week in the Culture Days line-up.

· Finally will start working on the resolution with Professor Bruce Haynes. Planning on talking to Senator Lee as well as BSU.

· Update ECAC Facebook page with correct officers.

Raridon:


-I met with Joey Chen to discuss GASC’s future budget.


-Co-sponsored Mujeres Ayudando La Raza’s Youth Conference for La Raza Culture Days.


-Co-sponsored Soulaju, an activist and spoken word artist.


-Co-sponsored the Black Male Appreciation Awards.


-Co-sponsored the transgender hip hop artist D’Lo for the transgender leadership summit.

-Started scheduling GASC commissioner and alternate interviews.

B. 
Outreach Assembly Speaker 
Voyce:

Granted money to National Council of Negro Women for Black Male Appreciation Day.

Posted Social Sports and Recreation as well as Cultural Ethnicity Positions.  Until they are filled, Jessica Martin will be filling in.  Posted Intern Position to give a new stragety for outreach a try.

Upcoming OA Events:

Tabling May 7th 11-2 at Transfer Decision Day

Week of Service May 10-17th.  Register today!  Award Ceremony at Leadership Summit

Job Fair May 11th 11-3 on MU Patio

Tabling May 12, 13th 11-3 at MU to help promote hiring.

Tabling May 19th at Student Housing Carnival

Leadership Summit/ Club of the year awards + Week of Service awards  May 26th 6-8 in King Lounge

Personally had midterms, papers, and management training all week, so have not made a ton of progress on OA goals.

Will be writing bill to introduce next week to alter some of the structure of Outreach Assembly.  If you're looking to input, please let me know, i'd love input and help.
C. 
ASUCD Controller
Chen:

· Interviews tomorrow for assistant

· Met with Geoff Straw re: Tipsy Taxi Thursday service

· Sat on STS/Tipsy Taxi interviews

· Went to IAC, B&F

· Met with Sarah

· Haven’t met with some of y’all—come into my office

· Commission chairs, OA speaker—need detailed budgets as specified by the bylaws for their line items
· I have 15 days to write the budget
XII.
Elected Officer Reports 

A. President

B. Vice President
Witana:

Friday thru Sunday I attended the Dem State convention

Monday held office hours at the LGTBR

Wed I sat of the STS interviews met with senator ekahator

Thursday I attended president Zwald's luncheon and met with senator Arce
C. ASUCD Senators
Castillo-Ruiz:

-Held Office Hours

-Met for Muslim Grad
-Met for Lavender Grad

-Met for SEA Grad
-Attended AAC Interview Committee

-Attended IAC

Juarez:

-Held office hours on Tuesday from 11-1 and Thursday from 12-2

-Attended the Business and Finance Commission meeting on Tuesday

-Attended the Environmental Policy and Planning Commission meeting on Tuesday

-Helped Senator Romero and the LRCD coordinator finalize the Gran Tardeada allocation bill

-Met with Sheri, the director of the LGBTRC, and Senator Castillo-Ruiz to discuss the budget for Lavender Graduation and possibly asking Senate to help sponsor the event.

-Sat in during interviews for Academic Affairs Commission on Thursday

-Did more detailed research on the development of the Student Advocate positions at other UC campuses and got in contact with a few of them via email

-Had two midterms this week
Lee:
This week I met with Steve Burkel from Bike Barn to discuss a bike safety video for Student Housing's welcome week.  I also met with Richard Ronquillo from Student Housing on Thursday morning to discuss the same topic. 

On Wednesday, I wrote a spending bill for Picnic Day to cover the costs for a new storage unit. 

Romero:
-Held office hours on Monday from 12-2 and Wednesday 11-1pm

-Met with Josue Villagomez (LRCD Coordinator) to finalize  Bill #51

-Scheduled a meeting with Dominik Carlson about Student Housing and opportunities during Orientations
Rombi:

On Saturday, 4/17 I went to Picnic Day! 

On Tuesday 4/20 I met with Ryan Meyerhoff to discuss my platform goal of having a Calendar website. Later that day I met with Lindsey Hutchinson to talk about ROTC and why they do not have priority registration. I held my office hours from 12-2. I also met up with the group for composting to talk about our successes/failures. I went to B&F to see my Senate Bill #54 (it passed) and later to EPPC to see my Senate Resolution (it passed, too). 

On Wednesday 4/21 I was on the hiring committee for the STS Director. 
Tanner:  
On Friday I attended interviews for The Aggie’s Editor in Chief and KDVS’s General Manager.  On Monday I held office hours from 10 AM to 12 PM.  At 1 PM I met with the Director of AGTV.  I attended IAC at 5.  On Tuesday and Wednesday I tabled at the ASUCD blood drives to inform students about the FDA’s discriminatory practices against men who have sex with men.  I also attended GASC to see my bill passed.  Today, I met with Brooke from the WRRC about the Breast Feeding Support Program.  I also met with Sing to plan for the “Womyn’s Leadership Retreat”.  I was also contacted about a program that is going to be held by the Panhellenic Association called “Let’s Talk About It”.  I was told that it was mostly oriented towards blaming the victims; telling women to stick together and not drink.  Liz and I will be telling people about the various campus resources that are available to people.  

Ekhator:


-Met with Black Grad chair


-Attended BSU planning meeting


-Held office hours

Walz:

This week I had two important midterms so I wasn’t able to go above and beyond in my Senate Duties.  I was able to hold my office hours on Monday and Wednesday from 1-3.  I also was able to table for an hour on Tuesday for the ASUCD blood drive, collecting signatures in support in overturning the FDA lifetime deferral for men giving blood that have had sex with other men.  I also worked with Allison Tanner and Sarah Merideth about getting CAPS counselors at the Panhellenic sponsored event, “Let’s Talk about IT”.

XIII.
New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks 
Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements

XIV.  
Consideration of Old Legislation


A.
SB#42
Chen
Chen:  This is the Long-Range Plan for the Bike Barn; we wrote it a long time ago.  The representative is here to answer any questions.
Williams:  We saw this a really long time ago.  The Bike Barn does lots of good work.  I urge a speedy passage.

Public Discussion:
Rombi:  How many managers, senior mechanics, and regular mechanics there are?  They’re not in the organizational chart.  

Senate Discussion:

Rombi calls Senate Bill #42 to question.
No objections to passing Senate Bill #42.

Romero motions to consider the Urgent Legislation.

Menovske objects.

Menovske:  I think we should consider the legislation that went through the proper pathways first.

With a 6-5-1 vote, the motion fails.

Romero:  I know it was slightly changed, but it did go through commissions.

Williams:  It is the same bill that we saw; we just changed it in commission.

Witana:  Senators are not supposed to change legislation between when it goes to different commissions.  That’s why SGAO wanted to send this bill back to ECAC, because it was a different version.

Juarez:  The only thing that was changed was the actual budget; we just included more breakdowns.  

Witana:  When there are amendments made, you can submit that to SGAO and they will include that when they see the next commission.  But instead, a whole new version was made.

Ekhator:  It’s my understanding that urgent legislation tends to take up a lot more time and require more discussion.  I want to be able to put my total energy into the urgent legislation, rather than worrying about having to do things after. 

B.
SB#54
Rombi
Rombi:  Campus Copies currently has one binding machine that they make all of their readers with.  With increasing business, they’re having difficulty keeping up with their workload.  We just signed a contract with the Education Abroad Center for summer programs, and all those professors are going to need their readers by May 15th.  With this new binder, two people can work at one time.  In the future, it will make it a lot easier once more professors start using them for their readers.  I know that $4800 looks like a lot for a binding machine, but this is the cheapest one that I’ve found.  They can cost as much as $25,000.  It is a really great brand; it comes with a 90-day warranty.

Williams:  We at B&F love to see our student businesses growing.  We’d love to return more money to the students.  We’d love to see Campus Copies expand.  I urge a speedy passage.

Cano:  The last binding machine they bought six years ago cost $9,000.

Tanner:  I wanted to speak about Campus Copies because I had an interesting experience there earlier this week.  One, they also really need new copying machines; it broke down half way through my copying process, so I wasn’t able to purchase everything I wanted to.  Two, they’re not really setting up a very professional environment, having posters and signage on the walls that calls some of their employees “whores” and “sluts”.  I felt very uncomfortable about that.

Rombi:  They do break down a lot.  Rudy and I are working to get new machines.  To address your second point, I agree with you; that’s really ridiculous.  I’m willing to call Chelsea, and I think she would work on that immediately.

Walz:  I just want to get it clarified; right now, with the printing, they’re not able to keep up with the demand?

Rombi:  With the project that is coming, it will be very hard form them to make the readers for 20-25 professors in the next few weeks.

Juarez:  I know that this would allow them to produce more readers, but I’m wondering would it help them keep up with competition in terms of prices?  

Rombi:  The Summer Abroad program wanted to go with Davis Copy Shop, but we got them to go to Campus Copies, which is cheaper.  Campus Copies wants the business more than anything; they will definitely be cheaper.

Menovske:  Since we retain primary ownership, does that mean if we’re doing an ASUCD event, we can use it for free?

Ornelas:  You still have to pay for the services, but units have a line item in their budget.

Cano:  We’re paying ourselves.  The money’s going from one place in ASUCD to another.

Arce:  Although it’s a little costly, this is definitely an investment for the future, especially for when they move back upstairs.

Senate Discussion:

Chen:  Campus Copies is hurting pretty bad this year because they moved down to the basement.  We definitely want them to remain competitive, especially with Davis Copy Shop.  This machine is going to last five years, which makes it a great investment from Capital Reserves.

Lee:  I’d like to get to what many of the people here are here for.

Lee calls Senate Bill #54 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Bill #54.
C.
SR#31
Schaefer—tabled 
D. Urgent Senate Bill—Romero 

Romero:  This bill is for La Raza Cultural Days, to allocate $1,500 from Senate Reserves.  It’s to promote and encourage the Chican@/Latin@ community.  There will be music, traditional foods, a children’s fair, and an immigration clinic.  There were 2,500 people last year even though it rained, and this year, we’re expecting 4,000 people to come out.  With the attrition rates for females at 17% and 15% for males, it’s a really good retention program.  The budget for this event was also decreased from between $15,000 and $17,000 to only $12,000.
Juarez:  Not to draw comparisons, but it’s essentially an open house for the Chican@/Latin@ community on our campus.  It’s the one time that all the different organizations and clubs come together.  It targets the students that are currently at Davis, and it seeks to maintain a sense of community.  It’s also aimed at retaining these students.
Tanner:  This is open to the entire UC Davis community.  It’s also a really big and fun event.  I urge that this be passed from the perspective that it affects all students.  

Raridon:  Also, part of the Culture Days is an amazing youth conference.  GASC was really excited to help out with that.  It is going to be an amazing way to show students who aren’t offered a lot of resources how they can go to college.

Smith:  To comment on the changing of the bill, it’s basically the exact same bill that we saw, except there’s more information in the background and more information regarding the spending.  We thought it was a great bill; it’s kind of like Picnic Day for the Chicano/Latino community.  We want students and their parents to come and feel comfortable in this space.  It’s also an educational opportunity for people who aren’t necessarily members of this community.

Williams:  There was a rumor that we tabled this; that is not true.  We saw it this week, and made all the revisions.  We loved the budget spending breakdown; it’s one of the best ones we’ve seen in a long time.  All of my commissioners approved this, even the most conservative ones.
Public Discussion:
Rombi:  I was at B&F both times that this was seen.  The spending breakdown is really awesome.  Thank you all for doing that.  Sarah, did you say GASC made a contribution?

Raridon:  To a different day during the week.

Walz:  I was wondering about the word “gente”; is there a reason that it is in Spanish rather than English?

Cano:  In the past, there have been bills in English and in Spanish; that’s up to the author.

Menovske:  So it’s $1,500 for La Raza Cultural Days, for La Gran Tardeada?

Romero:  La Gran Tardeada is the big event at the end of the whole week.

Menovske:  Why are we getting a stage from the City of Davis?
Speaker:  We’re getting a stage from them because it fits our entertainers.  The UC Davis stage is a little bit smaller.  The UC Davis stage only accommodates entertainers who don’t have equipment, such as drums.  It also helps with the timing and transition.

Menovske:  Is the carnival canopy, is that if it rains?

Speaker:  If it does rain, we’re going to be moving to the ARC.

Walz:  I asked Mark Champagne, and the event already gets $7,500 from ASUCD grants, and the administration is supposed to fund the other half.  I don’t think it’s fair that they’re not keeping up their half of the deal.
Thongsavat:   From my talk with Joel, he helped me understand a little more about the events.  What was the budget from the Provost?  Can someone please tell me if La Raza Cultural days came to Senate in the past?  I was just wondering how our budget works.  

Romero:  We decided to put the $1,500 for chairs and rentals because B&F wanted us to be specific about where it was going, so we put it towards those costs.
Speaker:  The Provost gave us $3,000, and ASUCD gave us almost $7,000.

Thongsavat:  La Raza Days also came to Senate last year for the same reasons?

Juarez:  The budget has been cut almost every year.  It used to be over $20,000.

Menovske:  So you guys are just getting the canopy because you want it?

Speaker:  It’s to cover the people from the sun.  And if it rains, it will be used for the same thing.

Tanner:  It’s expected to be warm; it’s so people can go under the canopy when they need to cool down.  There’s also children who need to be out of the sun the whole time.

Menovske:  What does “joint kick-off” mean?

Juarez:  It’s when all the different cultural weeks came together to start the first cultural weeks.
Menovske:  You guys are awesome; you raised so much money from fundraising.  That is so legit.  I like this bill; it looks good.

Arce:  I talked with Selisa a little about this.  First, ASUCD already gives them some money.  This is the way I see it:  If you get a certain amount of money in a budget, you have that much money to work with.  If you go over, you have to ask for it.  What would happen if you don’t get the money?

Juarez:  The money has been cut back every single year, even though the number of attendees has increased.  We’re trying our best to work with the money we do have.

Arce:  When things aren’t always budgeted the way you want them to, in my opinion, you should trim off the fat.  I see here that you’re spending $3,000 on entertainment.  Do you need to spend $3,000 on that?  ASUCD already gives $7,500, so giving more money when $3,000 is being spent on entertainment doesn’t seem like the best idea for me.
Arce motions to move into Senate Discussion.

Castillo-Ruiz objects.
Castillo-Ruiz:  I think that even though there haven’t been any people talking yet, Arce just brought up a lot of questions that need to be answered.  

Villagomez:  This $3,000 band, we’re getting them for two hours.  Our committee came together as a community to get this band, and this was the most affordable one we could find.
Juarez:  B&F also had a concern about this; that is partially why we are directed the money to things other than entertainment—chair rentals, table rentals, etc.  The reason why it was decided was that it is our attention-getter; it’s one of the major things that draws people to this event.

Villagomez:  This is our main event for La Gran Tardeada.  It will attract people from Woodland and Sacramento; that’s why we’re expecting twice the number of people coming out.  

Tanner:  I also want to note that there has been a lot of talk around the Senate table about increasing entertainment options at UC Davis, about maybe suspending the bylaws to get a lot of money to get a ‘big band’ to come perform on campus.  This is a big band, just for a different community.  

Villagomez:  This attracts the public, and youth, who are potential university students.  That’s why we got a band that would attract members of the community.

Crystal Muñoz:  Last year, it rained, but I saw little kids from all different schools that I had tutored at.  It’s going to be 11-5 in the quad.

Marisol:  I’ve been here for four years, and in that time, Entertainment Council has not brought any music that relates to my community.  Also, stop being greedy with the money you do have; there is $10,000 to be spent, and I’m pretty sure we all have already paid that with our student fees. 

Thongsavat:  I just want to be clear that my platform issue regarding the large concert, that is intended to bring in revenue to the university, $100,000.  It will pay for itself.  If I was in charge of putting this program on, I would want the budget to be solidified.  It worries me that there’s not a backup plan.  We never have any units that come in to us saying that they’ve ran out of money.  

Rombi:  I agree that you should try and stick to the budget, but their budget is being cut year after year, and their attendance is increasing, and that’s really hard to deal with.

Percoco:  Why wasn’t the ASUCD grant listed under collaborations?

Juarez:  It’s not really a grant; it’s part of the budget.  It’s part of “Actual Income”.

Percoco:  Did you consider going to CFC?

Juarez:  It’s a whole week of events.  Each organization is putting on its individual program, and they’re trying to get money for those.  To ask for more money for those we felt would be too much.  But all the clubs helped fundraise by selling Krispy Kreme doughnuts.
Raridon:  This is one of the most coherent and exhaustively researched spending bills that I’ve seen since the ethnic grads.  There are some things that I would hope that the Senate table would trust the authors of this bill with, such as the salience of certain entertainment options.  We need to trust the communities that come to us to know what is best for their own events.
Speaker:  I also would like to remind you that the 12-13% of students who come to UCD from these communities have already provided this money with their student fees.  As our representatives, it is reasonable for you to consider returning this to the students who have already paid this.  

Ekhator:  I don’t think a program should have to bet trimmed down to its bear bones before it comes before ASUCD asking for money.  We should help people put on quality events.  

Ekhator motions for a 5-minute break at 9:16 PM.

Meeting resumes at 9:22 PM.

Absent:  Zwald, Arce (returned late), Shaikh (returned late), Moosavi, Raridon
Walz:  First, my opinion is, the bigger the event, the better to celebrate diversity.  This event was well-planned, even though the administration is cutting back the amount of funding each year.  We have wrestlers here who weren’t here earlier who want to talk.  I passed around the information.  Apparently the wrestling team has a lot of diversity, and I want to have a discussion with them.
Juarez:  Regarding the $3,000, the bigger the band, the more people will come.  Hopefully that means we’ll get more money through fundraising.  I know a lot of people talked about ASUCD collaborating.  There are four members of the Chican@/Latin@ community at the table here, and I would really hope that all of you will come out to this event.  The organization committee has been meeting every Friday since the beginning of fall.
Arce:  This is the way I see it.  If you get $100 from you parents, and you want a shirt that’s $120, in my opinion, it’s too bad.  I feel that ASUCD already gave them a little less than $7,000.  We gave them money to work with, and they didn’t stay within their budget.  I honestly don’t think you need to ask for $3,000 for entertainment.  It’s just not intelligent to me.  
Juarez:  I understand your concern, but they did get a lot of entertainment for free.  They worked their asses off to get that.  

Arce:  I want to hear a little bit more from the public regarding the fact that ASUCD has already given $7,000 to this event and you’re coming back and asking for more.

Speaker:  It really hurts me and upsets me that we’re trying to show our culture and have people acknowledge it, and we can’t count on our senators for support.  Music our culture; we’re all about music.  Having the children see the Cumbia is a big deal.
Romero:  I went to those meetings every Friday and they really looked for the cheapest band, but this is a big part of our community, and that is really the minimum that you’re going to pay.

Speaker:  You mentioned that there’s already allocations from ASUCD, but I think the fact that we need more money speaks to the fact that maybe you aren’t making the right allocation.  Every year we’re getting cut, and yet there’s more and more people coming.  This event, given the current political climate, is important for people who are scared regarding the Senate Bill that was passed in Arizona.  

Speaker:  There are students from LA who bring there families up here to Davis.  They feel safe here.  There’s also a children’s event, where we take pictures of children in graduation gowns.

Menovske:  Budget cuts not only affected our ASUCD units; it affected everyone.  With that being said, I know that units never come to us asking for money, but the bylaws say that our reserves will cover the deficit from any unit.  This money isn’t getting spent on the concert, on the jump house, it’s getting spent on chairs, tables, a canopy, and the landfill costs.  This is also one of Senator Romero’s senate projects; that’s what this money is meant for.

Osahon:  With that whole analogy of your parents giving you money; that’s not applicable at all.  The money allocated was just not enough, so they’re coming back for more.  

Speaker:  I participated in this event last year.  We had the little graduation booth.  Some of these kids have never been to a campus, because they’re not privileged to have that opportunity.  This is a place where they feel welcome.  And music also plays a big part.  Please don’t take this away from them.  

Juarez:  The money that is being allocated is not going towards the entertainment.  We’re providing people with health services and with an immigration clinic because they don’t have access to those resources.

Marisol:  I wanted to give a little background on Cumbia.  It’s origin comes from the time of slavery; it integrates African drums with the Spanish guitar.

Lee:  I think that one of the things that bothers me is that ASUCD has a steady income given the fact that we have the same number of students.  If other services on campus get cut, we should be doing a better job to get that money back out to students.  I really don’t feel like we’ve been doing our jobs in terms of getting Senate Reserves where they should go.  
Lee motions to move into Senate Discussion.

Rombi objects.

Miguel:  This event also works with Fraternities and Sororities, and groups like MEChA.  I want to point out how many groups are involved in this.  
With a 4-8 vote, the motion to move to Senate Discussion fails.

Lee:  I think a lot of us have already made up our minds.  I think we should pass this and stop torturing the members of the public.

Raul:  I’ve drawn the Chican@/Chican@ educational pipeline on the board.  It shows that only 46/100 elementary students go to high school, and of those 46, only 26 go on to college.  In our culture, every little single thing matters.  Even when you mention the music, it goes to play a little in that.  If we bring more people, we can fix this.
Joel:  That is one of the main things that you learn in Chican@ studies, and it’s scary.  The core mission of this event is to address this problem.  We want students to help students push each other to stay in school.  
Ho:  As a past commissioner of B&F, this is a very detailed bill.  The administration was supposed to match what ASCUD does.  I really like this bill.

Ho motions to move into Senate Discussion.

No objections.

Senate Discussion:

Arce:  I’m all for La Raza Cultural Days, but that’s not what this bill is about.  To me, the spending on entertainment was irresponsible.  You could have not gotten to here if you had saved money elsewhere.  But seeing as this was a senator’s senate project, I am all for this bill.
Romero calls the Urgent Senate Bill to question.

No objections to passing the Urgent Senate Bill.

XV. 
Other Business

XVI. 
Public Discussion

Raridon:  I’m really happy that we just passed that unanimously.  That being said, if this is vetoed, I’m going to lose my shit.

Speaker:  We wanted to talk a little about the wrestling cuts.  A lot of times ASUCD has a rocky relationship with sports, because there is the idea that they are all just jocks who are privileged.  I come from a Chican@/Chican@ background, and the only reason I was able to come to a school like this was through wrestling recruitment.  50% of the wrestlers in my high school are of a minority background.  That is because the sport is cheap to fund, unlike expensive sports like golf and tennis.  When I joined wrestling, it gave me the confidence I needed to reach my goals, to go to college, and learn how to give back.  Wrestling holds a lot of summer camps, where we teach kids confidence.  Now that I’m graduated, I’m working to help the elderly and give back to my community.  Scholarship money helped me get through college, but that won’t be available to future students.  The school earns a lot more from us athletes representing their image and competing than we earn from them.  We come from many, many backgrounds, and that’s something that’s not in a lot of other sports.
Michael:  I came from Hawaii, and before that I lived in Japan.  In Hawaii, we don’t have any Division I wrestling programs.  If the UC Davis wrestling team gets cut, I won’t have any other place to go to get a good degree.  There are only a few other schools in California offering a Division I wrestling program.  This program allows a lot of kids in Hawaii and California to stay close to home.  We’ll have to go to the east coast, to the Midwest.  A lot of parents can’t afford that.

Speaker:  I am very blessed that I received a scholarship to come to this school.  It’s wrestling that’s got me everywhere.  

Speaker:  The coach has also been a great mentor to us.  That’s something that the athletics community provides.  That’s something that helped me navigate through the system.  The coach is now being displaced, and will have to struggle to find a job.  

Williams:  This is not really business and finance related, but Alison brought this up earlier; the situation in Arizona.  I would like to see a resolution about this.  It makes me question my rights as a human being.  It’s just not right; we need to tell them that they’re overstepping their bounds as government.

Speaker:  I just wanted to say real quick that I think this is a political issue, because schools tend to cut the programs that people really need, the ones that represent diversity.  This is an education issue.  We need to tell all our state senators that we don’t want cuts to our education.  Many minority men are also very underrepresented at the university level, and often sports are the only thing that allow them to attend high-level universities.

Menovske:  We all sympathize with you; we just spent two hours speaking with all the other sports teams.  There’s a focus group starting up with all the other teams, and I think you should leave us your information so you can get together with them.

Smith:  I know that wrestling is in danger of being cut from Cal Poly and Fullerton.  Do you know if any golf teams are in danger of being cut?

Speaker:  Not that I know of.  
Smith:  I also think it’s really amazing that the two-time champion only has one leg.  There aren’t many sports out there, like football or basketball, that would allow that.  

Arce:  Don’t think that we’re pushing you away, but we have discussed this earlier in the meeting.  Definitely join the coalition.

Marisol:  I want to ask for you all to take a stance and get involved.  I was looking at the ASUCD website, and I noticed that the budget wasn’t there.  Students want to know where their money is going.

Crystal:  I am part of the Farm Worker Freedom March.  Last week, while we were flying across the country, we learned that our spending bill was vetoed.  Now, we are $580 in debt.  I’m here asking you to repay those $580 that we are in debt.  Whose fault was this?  Not mine.

Raul:  There’s an email that was sent out with a PayPal link.  I’m planning to donate.  I talked to Crystal, and she told me that the education she gained was going to be brought back to everyone. 

Raridon:  I want to take this opportunity to apologize to you on behalf of the table, without any ‘buts’ attached.  I’m so sorry that you as students have to carry that burden, and I will definitely be donating.  We have been talking about organizing a benefit for you all as well.

Crystal:  We’re going to be coming back in two weeks to present to you all how impactful this was.  I just want to say that this is not my fault; this is the Senate’s fault.

Witana:  Regarding the budget, which was asked about earlier, I believe the biggest chunk of your fees go to Unitrans.  

Menovske:  I just want to say about the veto, I agree that it was fucked up.  It happened; what we need to do now is fix it.  If senators are down to give money on PayPal, that’s great.  But I think a better way would be to do a fundraiser.  I think that that needs to happen.  

Voyce:  I had thought of an event sponsored by OA to have these five speakers be paid to come and speak.  But it would be irresponsible for me to go ahead with this event without the backing of the Senate or the President.

Juarez:  I’m pretty sure the PayPal thing is already getting a considerable amount of funding.  My roommates and I agreed that we could hold the fundraiser at my place.  It’s a matter of picking a weekend.  

Ekhator:  I’m going to first apologize.  I’m going to have to respectfully disagree with the senator who said what happened in the past should stay in the past.  I’m also apologizing because I wasn’t able to do the most that I could to help your cause.  

Raridon:  I encourage folks to be a little more proactive, take a little initiative to help these folks.

Crystal:  We have already gotten $200 from the PayPal account, and we are very thankful for that.  We will present to the Senate next week.

Raridon:  Something else that I wanted to touch on was the Picnic Day debacle.  I don’t know how we’re going to address that.  As a queer woman, Picnic Day is so very unsafe for me that I am not going to be upset if it goes.  I just want to throw that out there.

Tanner:  I wanted publicly show Creative Media’s drafts for the dining commons.  

Voyce:  Regarding the governor comment, I don’t think that’s any excuse not to veto that bill in Arizona.  There are more important things than one’s political career.  

Witana:  I do hope she vetoes it, and I do hope everyone gives her a call.

Marisol:  There’s an article out saying that she was going to sign it tomorrow.  We’re going to go ahead with petitions between 11 and 2 tomorrow on the quad.
Percoco:  A month ago, a guy named Pat Buchanan contacted the Executive Office about a student savings project that saves students a lot of money.  Today he called me and told me he’d be willing to waive the $1,900 fee.  He said that all he wants from us is publicity.  He has worked with other schools in California, and it’s worked.  

Juarez:  Someone mentioned earlier Senate Bill 1070.  I think we need to have an urgent piece of legislation to speak out against this.  I actually won’t be able to be here next week; I don’t know if you remember, but I’m going to Seattle to present my research.

Walz:  I wanted to talk about the fact that I’m worried that ASUCD is primarily funding La Raza Cultural Days, and the university isn’t, even though they’re supposed to.  Like the athletes told us today, the budget cuts aren’t being made on any sound system; they’re being made from the opinions of just two or three people.  
Menovske:  I think that when we do our budget hearings we decide how much money goes to Cultural Days.
Walz:  But the administration is supposed to pay for half, although they only gave $3,000.

Romero:  The coordinators weren’t even aware that the administration was supposed to pay for half.

Walz:  The next time I talk to Mark I’m going to bring that up again.  

Menovske:  About SB 1070, when is she making the decision?

Marisol:  She has until Saturday.

Menovske:  To touch on some ideas about the farm workers, I talked to some of the freshmen members of my fraternity, and they were really interested in the issue.  We should put up posters to gain attention about this.  But, what I really wanted to bring up was Picnic Day.  As a member of the queer community, I also feel that it is an unsafe environment.  I’ve gone for three years, and every year my boyfriend and I have received lewd comments just for holding hands.

Walz:  It’s unsafe not just for the queer community, but for everybody.  I heard about my friends getting beat up, getting robbed.  I don’t know if it’s necessarily a problem with the UC Davis population, but I think the biggest problem is the people who come up to visit.

Juarez:  I went to the quad to watch a few things, but just standing outside my own house, we put up a rainbow flag to raise visibility.  Someone put out a cigarette on the flag and said really terrible things to us in front of our own house.  I don’t think the blame should be removed from the students here.  I feel like everyone contributed to the unsafe environment.  It continues to perpetuate socioeconomic hierarchies and racial stereotypes.  
Menovske:  I totally agree; I think it goes both ways.  

Marisol:  You all fund Picnic Day, right?

Lee:  We fund 20-25%.  Most of the funding comes from the university.  I heard a lot of this stuff first hand.  Safety was an issue; I feel like as far as what’s being done about it, I feel like we’re not informed about this.  There were meetings about Picnic Day safety, and I know there’s going to be a meeting regarding this.

Witana:  It’s going to be May 10th.  This has always been an issue.

Lee:  On one hand we feel like nothing’s happening because we’re not invited to these things.  But the university does have a lot more liability than we do.  But I would like the Executive office to keep us posted on what happens in the meeting.

Juarez:  Another thing that I saw was that a lot of the things that happen occur off campus.  A lot of the students are getting up at 6 AM to go to the bars.  I know Davis was on high alert, but they had to call backup from three other cities.  I was thinking of bringing up something to City and County Affairs about maybe putting more restrictions on the bars, because I don’t feel like they do enough.

Lee:  I just don’t know how effective it would be to discuss this when the decisions are being made outside of this body.  I also wanted to say that I don’t want shutting down Picnic Day to be part of the discussion.  It is something that Aggies have grown to love.  We should look to improve it, not eliminate it.
Thongsavat:  Picnic Day was the first campus job I ever had.  It was the only job I kept after I became a senator.  We need to differentiate between Picnic Day, our unit, and the actual event.  This unit has some of the most dedicated students on campus, who work from summer to the event and get only a $400 stipend.  I talked to Monica Lindholm, and she understands this conversation that’s going on.  The part about things happening off campus: I talked to Sergeant Smith from the police department.  We need to recognize that out-of-towners do contribute to the safety issue.  Five years ago, we didn’t have Ket Mo Ree, Agave, 3rd and U.  But Monica came and gave her information to you all, and no one contacted her.

Juarez:  This is the first Picnic Day that I’ve participated in.  I think we need to look back at its historical context and see where the change occurred, where the alcohol came in.  Another thing is that I got to talk to random people who lived in my house ten years before.  So that was really interesting. 

Williams:  I think we need to write the resolution about SB 1070 regardless of whether or not she signs it.  But can I get some anecdotal evidence of what happened?

Thongsavat:  At the Grad, two men from El Cerrito attacked a police officer, who had to go to the hospital.  There was also a fight outside of Chipotle between two high-schoolers.  There was also some gunfire.  There were over 516 police calls.  Last year, we had over 100,000 people, and this year we had 75,000.  This is the largest student event in the nation, and I guarantee you that it is one of the safest.

Williams:  I very much agree that we shouldn’t really be blaming this on outsiders.  It’s everybody.  

Thongsavat:  32 out of 33 arrests were of out-of-towners.

Laura:  What you said about Picnic Day being one of the safest events; I can say hell no.  As a queer person of color, and a woman, it really isn’t.

Juarez:  Normally the City of Davis has ten cops patrolling at a time, and this time they had 60.  I’m pretty sure the protest had a lot more cops than 60, and the number of incidents involved was way different.  

Tanner:  I was really disturbed by some of the quotes from police officers.  I hope that this public outcry will lead to some dynamic solutions.  I hope that Picnic Day can work on that.  On a completely different note, did anyone have any comments about any of the posters?
Rombi:  B&F’s meeting time was wrong.  One other thing was that they don’t really seem that inviting.  They’re grey, and the other one is a coffee cup and a pen.  

Tanner:  For the commission picture, I talked to Darwin, and he suggested perhaps a round table with chairs.  

Menovske:  For the commission one, what if it was a round table, with a symbol that represents each commission?  You should run that by them.  

Lee:  I think the main problem was the graphic.

Rombi:  And the colors.  It needs bright colors that look more exciting so that it actually attracts people.

Cano:  I want to talk about the history of Picnic Day.  There are a lot of files on Previn’s flash drive.  There are pictures from the 60s and 70s.  For the fliers, how about a silhouette of the Senate pointing at each other, and Previn banging the gavel?
Voyce:  If we’re giving half of La Raza’s budget, why isn’t it on our yearly event site?  When we give Picnic Day a budget, can we increase the line item for security?

Thongsavat:  The budget that we give Picnic Day has nothing to do with safety; that all goes through the university.  And we do have a paid Campus Safety Coordinator.

Voyce:  I also want to encourage everyone to go to the Cultural Days because it might help you make decisions about future allocations.  Is there any way to give Tipsy Taxi a line item for Picnic Day?

Thongsavat:  Tipsy Taxi increased service about 25% for Picnic Day, and we only have so many buses we can drive, so we were at full capacity.     
Juarez:  This is tentative, but I’m going to propose to the organizing committee to have an ASUCD table at the event.  If you all are down, I’ll send out an email.
Dana:  I want to know what the Campus Safety Coordinator has been up to.  I’ve been trying to contact her, and she’s been unresponsive.  

Ekhator:  As time gets later and later, I just want everyone to remember that we’re all students, we all have class to go to in the morning.
Lee:  On one hand, I think we should all be here as long as is necessary to do our job.  On the other hand, we have a Senate listserv where we can discuss a lot of this.  I also wanted to let you know that Dominick and I spoke with Student Housing earlier today and we were able to secure a half-hour spot at the freshmen orientation for the Bike Barn to discuss bike safety.  Do you have any ideas for what can be included?  

Cano:  Roundabouts go counterclockwise.

Menovske:  The hand signals for turning.

Arce:  Basic etiquette, like passing on the left.

Castillo-Ruiz:  When we were looking at the urgent legislation, saying that the allocation of funds was unintelligent was really demeaning to the one year of work that was put in by the organizers, demeaning to the Chican@/Latin@ community.  Maybe that wasn’t the intent, to be insulting, but that doesn’t make it okay.  Really, just be mindful of what you’re saying.    
XVII.
Any Other Business

XVIII.
Adjournment

Meeting is adjourned at 12:12 AM.
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