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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

6:10, Mee Room
October 1, 2009
I.
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order at 6:10 PM
II.
Quorum Roll Call


In absentia: President Joe Chatham and Controller Eli Yani
III.
Presentations

No presentations
IV.  
Status of Legislation Previously Passed 
All legislation passed signed by President Chatham.
V.
Introduction of New Legislation
One bill to amend 2009-2010 budget written by Zwald and Dietrich
VI.
Public Discussion
Lamar Heystack: City council meetings are every Tuesday night at 6:00 PM at City Hall. City Council passed a policy that student groups who put on programs in the city that benefits a charitable cause can get a 25% discount off of the rate required to rent city facilities including fraternities and sororities. ASUCD Vice President is chair of joint commission. Davis Senior Center will be setting for a Student-City Liaison Commission @ 7:30, Oct 6th. Meeting will be regarding renters’ issues, specifically security deposits. Paying interest on security deposits is currently mandatory. 

Fleshman: Who can students contact about the security deposit issue?
Heystack: 757-5602, is my office number.  757-5626 will get you to the City Services department that lobbied for registered student organizations that benefit the community of Davis, and are not exempt from this new ordinance passed. Anyone who benefits a charitable organization will be entitled to this new measure. Under special events policy, fraternities and sororities are included. Anybody can attend and speak.
Shukla: EPPC is hiring; we have three new positions open. October 1 opens Vegetarian Month, and tomorrow is World Farm Animals Day

Gold: America Speaks is an organization that I volunteer for that brings the community together to discuss issues and compiles these issues and sends them to local politicians.  On November 13th there will be an event that deals with adult Autism.
Pulido: CSI has activities fair on October 22, which CFC will be funding. 

Smith: ECAC will be hiring four positions: two commissioners and two alternates.
Raridon: GASC is rehiring.
Percoco: The EAC is rehiring for two or three alternates.
Witana: I will be sending e-mails regarding hiring, which will include five commissioners and two alternates.
Zwald: I just want to make it clear that we are in public discussion, not public announcements.
Williams: B&F is hiring new positions.
Clemente: Could chairpersons announce meeting times in Public Discussion?

Dietrich: When is GASC meeting?
Raridon: Only on Tuesdays.
Garrett: Are we taking stance about smaller class sizes and dropped classes? Just to talk about it briefly…
Lebe: Someone from the university administration could give a briefing on new policies being implemented.
Zwald: I agree.   The ASUCD Senate should issue a formal statement in order to address it.
Raridon: I think we should bring speakers to ASUCD to talk about the financial crisis.
Torres: I would like to hear from people who are being impacted by the administration’s policies.
Clemente: I am still working on reforming the elections code, and to amend an elections bill written by Shannon. I would like to assemble a special committee regarding this issue.
Patrizio: I’ve been talking with Garrett to get a neutral body like the court to edit and correctly interpret the elections code. I would like to have a voluntary committee about the elections code and refer them to the court.
Webb: I’m not sure why [Clemente] wants to create a committee… The IAC has taken good measures already.
Garrett: The IAC did work. But consensus is that there’s more work to be don.  However, we should try to make other organizations help in revising the elections code; I do not want to overburden the IAC.
Webb: It is unfortunate that commissioners have to spend time on this issue. All senators should attend meetings and commissioners should not have to do the work twice.
Garrett: I think we need to educate ourselves before taking a stance on the policy issues of the administration.  I would like to invite them for a dialogue and discussion. Try to educate ourselves to make an opinion after viewing all sides of the argument in an unbiased fashion. There are also still more things that need to be changed and added to the elections code to do all in our power so that issues that have already come up never happen again.

Patrizio: Let’s schedule a time to meet outside of senate or perhaps discuss it at the next IAC meeting.
Garrett: Let’s make a special ad-hoc committee to address elections issues and create a common opinion.
Mikalonis: But there’s nothing in the by-laws to allow the Senate to create such a committee. What particular issues does Torres have with the elections?

Torres: Lula spoke with experts on elections regarding the ASUCD elections code. Some of the issues are that the elections are too big to assemble and should not only rely on students for them to happen.
Mikalonis: Weren’t the codes reviewed during the major review of the bylaws?
Pulido: A lawyer that specializes in California election law stated that the last ASUCD elections codes violate the state’s codes because they are partially funded by the state.
Mikalonis: A special committee should address this and include the IAC and use their valued input.
Taylor: I would like to speak with actual officials that are experts in this field. I think it doesn’t hurt to have a second expert opinion in investigating the elections code. We need someone who knows what they are talking about. Executive could create a committee or the IAC could investigate the elections. We are elected to be voices of the students and must take a stand on the budget regarding fees and the sad state of the California budget. I would like to see the Senate take a stance.
Zwald: The best way to solve the election problem is to call the office of the president to form a committee on said issue.
Lee: has the city discussed anything regarding the budget crisis?

Heystack: Extensive discussion has taken place on the state budget. Funding for services has been reduced. Students should realize that their quality of life will be affected because there are increased reports of more felonies and violent crime. Major crime in Davis is property crime and theft. We will continue to talk about this at City Council meetings.
Webb: Getting back to the elections issues… We have not heard a specific example cited that points to an issue in the elections code. I urge the senators to create a committee done through legislative branch, not the executive branch.
Massoudi: I think there really should be emphasis on creating ties with other campuses after breaking with UCSA.
VII.
Public Announcements  

Hartstein: Applications to practice English with exchange students are available in 187 Sproul.  The Parliamentary Procedure workshop will be on Wednesday at 2pm. 
Chen: I’m going to be making a Facebook event for said programs, having a Senate PR campaign, and getting students to start thinking about running for Senate.  I want everyone at the senate table to speak in class rooms about becoming a senator.
Shukla: I left an envelope in the senate room that is now gone that contained vouchers for free food at the farmers’ market. Who ever took them was evil.

Fleshman: I didn’t see them.
Torres: After 3 pm, I will be at the fundraiser at Ali Baba’s for Students of Color Conference and then holding a dance party at the Delta of Venus.
Witana: Heystack wants to recruit a student for the recreations and park commission.
Zwald: DCD will have welcome week next week.
VIII. 
Approval of Past Meeting Minutes 
IX. Appointments/Confirmations
A. Academic Affairs Commission Members
1) Anisha Chikarmane
2) Marcus Tang

3) Amaan Shaikh

4) Charlene Hsu
5) Jessica Jaswal

Limon: Three are returning members to the commission and are more than experienced and qualified and there are two new commissioners: Hsu and Jaswal.
Massoudi: What new events and programs do you propose for AAC?
Chikarmane: The last lecture series is to remain, and the commission is open to new ideas.
Tang: I believe the AAC should extend its duties to include making sure everyone knows their academic requirements

Shaikh: Due to the budget crisis, I want to hold many events geared toward helping students manage money and be fiscally responsible.  I also want to try and work more directly with the student body.
Hsu: I also think we need to have more workshops dealing with financial management.
Jaswal:  We could also use workshops regarding financial aid and managing of classes.  I plan on contacting the College of Letters and Sciences regarding this.
Clemente: What can the AAC do in light of proposed tuition increase?
Chikarmane: I would like to see us teaming up with other departments to make students aware of other resources on campus, and advertising programs that help students complete requirements on time.
Tang: The AAC should be in charge of understanding issues and researching these issues and helping students understand why fees must increase. The AAC can advocate on behalf of the student body. 

Shaikh: Many students depend on their parents. I want to help inform students to see what they can do to aid their parents, and inform other groups on how to educate students take the financial burden off of parents.
Hsu: The AAC should address issue on how expensive textbooks are. We need to advocate for students and advertise the different alternatives that are available.
Jaswal: I think there’s even more we can do besides advocating. We need to let the student body know about various resources available on campus, for example, the LSC, cheaper textbooks, jobs, and sustainability. We need to inform students of their options.
Pulido: Do you have any ideas on how to let students know about paying fees before registering?
Chikarmane: In the future if policies are implemented, I want to let students know six or seven months in advance to allow for more flexibility in payment options. 

Tang: Students should just need to know to pay on time. I don’t understand why students weren’t aware of new policy. We can hold workshops on paying fees on time, but I don’t see it as much of a problem in future quarters.
Shaikh: I think we could use Facebook to advertise academic issues, since parents usually take care of financial issues. We can reach out to the parents via phone calls or e-mails.
Hsu: Maybe they could bring it up during Orientation for first years.
Jaswal: I don’t really anticipate this being an issue. Workshops to remind students to pay on time is one idea, and things like chalking to advertise. We can also send out more frequent e-mails

Smith: Which marketing techniques are you going to employ to advertise and do you have any more ideas for other resources?

Chikarmane: I think we could use a portion of the ASUCD website to advertise, and Facebook as well. I also like the idea of chalking and utilizing contemporary communication methods.
Tang: We can hand out those green sheets that have graduation requirements, handing out “know-it alls” that disclose information regarding academics. I would like to work more with the transfer office. I also feel that retention is a major issue. A lot of freshman do not know about seminars that advise on unit requirements. I will be working a lot with the SRRC and the LSC, planning workshops that help plan time and manage finances.
Shaikh: I think we could use some self-promotion via our own events. Orientation did not provide enough connections with ASUCD, so I think promoting ASUCD through Orientations would be a good idea.
Hsu: I want to add that the ASUCD website should be revamped. The small description of the AAC is not adequate. We need to make things more interactive.
Jaswal: I want to focus on the academic aspect of ASUCD in whole. We should speak to 1st years at orientation, put flyers up, chalk, and use Facebook. The AAC recognition leads to ASUCD recognition. I want to increase collaboration with advising services, the LSC and SRRC, and cooperation to establish workshops.
Garrett: These individuals are more than qualified and they are able educate students about fees increases and that a few UWP classes are getting cut.
Shukla: I think AAC should work with EPPC and I urge speedy confirmation.
Gold: I motion to confirm them.
No objections to confirmation.
B.   AAC confirmation of Kelly Riggle, Mona Navid, and Garrett Toy

Massoudi: What new events and programs do you propose for AAC?

Toy: I feel that we should advertise to younger students earlier.
Navid: I want to discuss financial management and time management because there are a lot of issues involving working and being a student and paying rent and tuition. We need a program geared to teaching both, and I will be working with GIE and RHAT to create such a program.
Riggle: I want to help break down barrier between undergraduate and professional schools.
Clemente: What can the AAC do in light of the proposed tuition increase?

Toy: Tuition increases are bad and I feel that ASUCD needs to work with financial institutions to give students better loans and take immediate pressure off paying debts.
Navid: I want to focus on keeping students educated about why increases are occurring tying with the California budget crisis and that their fee increases should not affect their academics.
Riggle: I want to take initiatives to contact representatives and to help students become more educated regarding financial management.
Pulido: Any ideas on how to let students know about paying fees before registering?
Toy: I forgot to pay it on time once. I think we need to put warning PSAs on internet sites such as My.UCDavis and utilize e-mails and warnings by the WarnMe program.
Navid: Sometimes people don’t pay attention, and just advertising it very blatantly is the best method.

Riggle: I want to make the new policy as visible as possible, encouraging students to meet with their academic advisers.
Smith: Which marketing techniques are you going to use to advertise and do you have any more ideas for other resources?
Toy: Advertising on the Quad is pretty effective and handing out fliers for Last Lecture series. I think that if we put more focus on academic issues, then students would recognize the importance of the AAC.  I also think we still need to reach out to other communities.
Navid: Working with other organizations would be very beneficial to the AAC because it allows members of other organizations to recognize ASUCD. Working with organizations that are major-oriented will bring more students to ASUCD.

Riggle: I want to increase understanding of the inner workings of senate and other commissions and find common concerns between these bodies. I also would like more involvement with science-based clubs.
Limon: All of these people are passionate about being involved in the AAC.

No objections to confirmation.
X. Unit Director Reports
No reports.
XI. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. 
Commission Chair Persons
Raridon: GASC had an unofficial meeting this week; members discussed strategies and programs for the quarter, and we initiated the hiring process.
Limon: Our first meeting was on Monday at 7 PM, all members attended for the AAC.  Our goal this quarter is to pick three issues that the committee could work on and focus on retention, finance management, and textbook affordability. We also assigned each member a different issue and presented possible events. The Last Lecture series event is Nov. 7, and DNNO is Oct. 11.
Smith: The ECAC’s first meeting was on Monday at 7:10. Senator Rouhafza attended and discussed Senate collaboration. My office hours will be up shortly, and I will attend DNNO at the JIE potluck, and a few commissioners will be attending ethnic retreats this quarter. ECAC will also be rehiring. I signed up for the 2009 activities fair.
Shukla: EPPC had its first meeting. We discussed issues regarding how ASUCD uses material responsibly. We elected a vice-chair: Danny Carlson, and two new historians. If senators want an EPPC buddy, they need to reply to sent e-mails. We withdrew Senate Bill #74, and I set my office hours.
Hartstein: I held Office hours on Monday but they are still tentative. We have positions open until October 7 and interviews will be conducted the following week. Our long range plans will need to be completed by the next few weeks by remaining commissioners. 
Williams: We held our meeting Tuesday, but we only have one commissioner remaining. I am in the process of drafting a finance bill template that should be completed by Friday.
Percoco: I went to the Buzz, and our first meeting was on Tuesday. It was very productive and lasted for 2 hours. Safety issues and charitable donations were the primary topic. We also discussed future programs, and elected a vice chair.
B. 
Outreach Assembly Speaker 
Fleshman: I outlined the process for OA grants and decided on $100 for each group and presented SPAC suggestions board from the Leadership Fairs to the newly created CSI. We discussed how to promote ASUCD elections. I talked to Joe about the elections project and OA involvement.
C. 
ASUCD Controller

XII. Elected Officer Reports 
A. President
B. Vice President
Dietrich: The new Campus Safety Coordinator was hired this week. I worked on the Letters and Science program and will start moving forward on projects.
C. ASUCD Senators
Massoudi: I announced office hours, which will be held Tuesday and Thursday from 10 AM to noon. I met with President Chatham on Monday to discuss upcoming projects, and I talked to the EC Director, Thongxy, about creating a “home” for the EC on campus. I e-mailed Jan Gong to set up an appointment to discuss space allocation on campus. I also contacted AAC member Marcus Tang to talk about a new potential program for guest lectures.
Gold: I attended the GASC and EAC meetings. I also met with Rouhafza to talk about joint issues and researched for upcoming legislation
Patrizio: This week I set my office hours.
Lebe: During Spring quarter, I primarily worked on SafeBoats. As most of you are aware, we raised over $5000 and came in contact with over 1000 individuals over the three-day weekend. Also, because of our proximity to students, we were first responders and able to save 3 lives that would most likely been lost had we not have been there. I am now working on funding someone or a group to pass this project off to, so let me know if you’re interested.

I also worked closely on former VP Molly Fluet’s project, the Aggie Traditions Book. Our designer is unfortunately very busy and is delaying us sending the document to the printer. I am hoping to have something by November.
These were my major projects last quarter, but I also did some minor work with Senator Patrizio on the compost issue.

Garrett: On Friday [Sept. 25], I participated in the Buzz as emcee for the Burrito Eating Contest. I also observed the bands that ASUCD sponsored. It was a big hit in my opinion and the students seemed to enjoy it. This week I held my office hours on Wednesday and I plan on setting more permanent hours next week. I also have been talking to the Coffee House about getting a new toaster and equipment to help in the interim period.
Zwald: My office hours will be Mondays 10-11 AM, Wednesdays 10-11 AM, and Fridays 3-5 PM. I attended the EAC and talked about their upcoming year. I have been coordinating my quarter, Yom Kippur was this week so I have been quite busy.
Quarter Report for Spring and Fall 2009:
Last spring, I managed our hiring procedures and ensured a smooth transition to this year. I also managed our side of the budget hearings.

This fall, I plan to round out my term by continuing to fight fee increases, stop Unitrans furloughs, and improve campus safety. I will also contribute to develop the EC’s programming hand-in-hand with Thongxy. It has been a pleasure to have served.

Taylor: This Quarter I will be working to obtain a digital recording system from IET to create audio records of all Senate meetings for a more accurate recording of the proceedings of Senate. I will be working on bylaw amendments to reform the way money is given out through different bodies of ASUCD to ensure fairness and impartiality in financial decisions. I will continue working with TAPS on advertising and promoting the Zimride launch this fall. I am looking to work with the Office of Resource Management and Planning to develop an advisory committee on the campus expansion projects. I am looking into the possibility of creating an ASUCD Grant Writing position somewhere within student government to bring in more money to ASUCD. I will hold office hours next week.
Torres: I set my office hours.

Pulido: I met with Tim from the EC and Previn about lack of equipment and have quote for a blimp screen. I am discussing with the EC into linking the screen to Cal Aggie Camp philanthropy. I wrote a bill that will enter senate next week as urgent legislation concerning a $12,000 spending bill from capital reserves buy the blimp screen. I also attended the OA meeting on Wednesday. I held Office Hours and brought up a Senate Bill to the EPPC Chair involving a long standing environmental goal with a 2014 deadline.
Massoudi: Can you send the bill out to members of the senate table?
Gold: Can you e-mail even more information about the screen?

Massoudi: How big is the screen?
Pulido: 25 ft. by 24 ft.
Clemente: This week I met with CALPIRG and held office hours. A position for an intern is open and will be posted soon. I attended the student of Color Conference Planning Committee and attended the first AAC meeting and will hold a meeting with APCW/APIL/R on Friday.
Witana: Monday I attended the informal IAC and AAC meetings. Tuesday, I met with Nick Sydney, Elections Committee Chair, and Senator Pulido to reduce a pile of 60 Elections Committee applicants down to a feasible number for interviews. I held office hours. Thursday, I spent an hour looking into the archives going over UCD financial report from 1963-2002 to a get a closer look at admission fees

This Quarter I’m looking to meet closely with Fleet Services and Student Housing. I’m looking to discuss the issue of nonpartisan voter registration in the dorms. UC Davis is one of few campuses who will not allow voter registration in the dorms. If there is any way we want to compete with UCSB we need have an even footing. On the first day of voter registration, UCSB registered over 1000 students.
XIII.
New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks 
Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements
Whitney: Our first meeting was at Yoloberry. We made a few plans, including ways to work closely with campus attorneys. Fieldtrips are scheduled and other members of the public are welcome. And if you know anyone interested, please apply, three spots are open. Meetings are on Wednesdays, 8:10 PM, location TBA.
Rouhafza: Where are the fieldtrips going to?

Whitney: We will go to courthouses, visit judges and hear from their experiences.
XIV.  
Consideration of Old Legislation
XV. 
Other Business
Patrizio: I have two things to talk about. Tonight’s confirmations took too long. It is stated in the bylaws that questions should not be interview questions but rather should be to divulge information that the Senate should know. I also want to say that I will be hearing from people to help write a bill to create a committee to help fix elections code.

Garrett: It might be more effective to use the Senate listserve.
Patrizio: I agree; that’s a good idea.
Hartstein: We will be meeting in the Garrison room this year. Let’s welcome our new Aggie reporter, Arnold. I also want to state that I support making a special committee regarding the elections code and have all members of the IAC be ex-officio. It is a bit unfair to ask the IAC to rewrite a bill, you should come to meetings to discuss the bill rather than in Senate.
Mikalonis: Any changes made to elections codes can only apply to winter elections.
Dietrich: please be brief in sending in quarterly reports and submit your office hours to SGAO. We aksi need two senators to interview applicants for City/County Affairs.
XVI. 
Public Discussion

XVII. Any Other Business
XVIII. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.
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