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ASUCD SENATE AGENDA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

6:10, Mee Room

1 April 2010
I. Call to order

Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM.

Rombi is elected Pro Tempore with a 6-4-2 vote.

II. Quorum Roll Call
Absent:  Castillo-Ruiz (arrived late), Ho (arrived late), Smith (arrived late)

III. Presentations
A.  Lobby Corps

Speaker 1:  Lobby Corps is an ASUCD unit.  We go into the Capitol and lobby on behalf of student issues.

Speaker 2:  We’d like to invite everyone here to our next meeting, Wednesday at 7 PM.  We will be receiving formal training on doing a lobby visit.  If you’re interested in lobbying, please join us.

Speaker 1:  We have a few bills we’re lobbying on; they all deal with student issues.  We hope to see you there at 7 PM. 

IV. Status of Legislation Previously Passed

Witana:  All legislation was passed except for the urgent legislation introduced by Juarez because an electronic copy was not received by SGAO in time.

V. Introduction of New Legislation
Authored by: 

CANO


Introduced by:

Tanner

Referred to: 

Internal Affairs Commission

An ASUCD Senate Bill to be more inclusive towards ex-officio members of the ASUCD Senate.
VI. Public Discussion
VII. Public Announcements

Castillo-Ruiz:  The Chicano/Latino graduations are coming up.  There’s going to be a fundraiser on April 9th at the Fiesta Dance and Fitness.  It’s going to start at 7:30, with a salsa class, and then from 8:30 to 1:00 there will be a dance party.  There’s a $5 suggested donation, and all proceeds will go to the graduation.

Witana:  I’ve extended applications for ASUCD historian because spring break was not the most effective time to do applications.

Voyce:  Everybody got an email about this but few people responded.  It’s about an event at Sacramento City College, and the club meet-and-greet is only from 12 to 2 PM.  I’m passing around a sign-up sheet.  

Tanner:  We are having the first planning meeting for the Womyn’s Leadership Conference for winter 2011.  It will take place next Friday from 12 to 1 at the Cross Cultural Center.

Arce:  What is the event again?

Tanner:  It is one of my wonderful platform issues, a leadership conference for womyn on our campus to increase involvement in leadership roles in ASUCD and clubs on campus.   
Menovske:  As you know, edible gardens was one of my platform issues.  On Monday, there will be a fundraiser at Cultivé.  The first fundraiser didn’t go very well; it raised like $7.  I don’t want to have to write a bill to do this, but if I have to I will.

Moosavi:  Are you working with Tree Davis? because I heard they might be willing to provide some trees.

Menovske:  They’re not.  We’ve also convinced grounds to put water systems in for us.  So, it’s going very well, except for getting the trees.  Pomegranates are really expensive, between $45 and $75 per tree.  We just did a survey the other day to students on campus so we can incorporate what students want.  

Speaker:  Where would it be located?

Menovske:  That spot by the soccer field, which currently has a lot of eucalyptus trees.
Shaikh:  The 8th annual Academic Excellence Awards are on May 19th.  The last day for nominations is this Sunday.  

Percoco:  We picked a headliner for Music on the Green.  There are meetings every Monday night.  Also, Camp Kesem is having a fundraiser called Vermonster with Ben and Jerry’s.  It’s an ice cream eating contest.  If you win, you get a year’s supply of Ben and Jerry’s.  Relay for life is also April 10th.  They love to have visitors come through, and the nighttime ceremony at 9:00 is really great.  
Ekhator:  April 24th, the NPHC is bringing back our annual step show.  It gives UC Davis students to see the Divine 9 representation on our campus.  The culture is really rich, and it’s a beautiful thing to see.  There’s going to be a celebrity guest host.  

Walz motions to return to consideration of old legislation.
VIII. Approval of Past Meeting’s Minutes
No objections to approving the past meeting’s minutes.

IX. Appointments and Confirmations
A.  Controller—Joey Chen
Zwald:  Mr. Chen was our selection for controller.  The controller needs to be a good manager of units, have a good idea of the fiscal budget, and have good experience with ASUCD, and he has demonstrated all of those qualities.  He has the full support of the interviewing committee.

Lee:  What are some of your plans and ideas for reforming ASUCD?
Chen:  The biggest thing right now is looking at the fiscal integrity of our units.  That means more money in the general fund, more money for the commissions, and more money for grants.  I love money, I love making money, and I want to focus on generating income within the units.

Cano:  Can you please define a senate project?

Chen:  I define it pretty broadly.  We have $12,000 for 12 senators.  I would define it as whatever senators want to sponsor and put their weight behind.  

Walz:  What are some of your ideas for generating revenue?

Chen:  I want to look at advertising, particularly with AGTV.  I also want to look at the Experimental College.  It is running a $30,000 deficit right now, and I’d like to see that changed.

Yani:  How would you define “wasteful spending”?

Chen:  We will look at the student-to-dollar ratio, seeing if it’s excessive.  Of course, we will see if the money is being used responsibly.  You’d also have to look at the line items in the individual budgets.
No objections to confirmation.

B. ASUCD Court—Tiglath Ziyeh, Jeremy Koo, Baldeep Sidhu
Castillo-Ruiz:  These candidates all had a great amount of experience with the ASUCD Court and with other organizations that made them more than eligible.  I enjoyed all three of their interviews; I can’t to see them in action.

Menovske:  Like Abrham just said, they were all highly qualified.  The decision was a little more difficult than it is normally because of this.  They all had the right personality type, as well as the completely unbiased standpoint.  

Rombi:  Could you speak a little on your experience that qualifies you for this position?
Koo:  I have filed briefs for many of the cases that the Court has considered.  I’m also an unofficial member of the ASUCD Court wiki.  I’d hope to take that and make it into a more official role, in terms of preserving an institutional memory.

Ziyeh:  This is my first year at UC Davis, but throughout high school, I was a member of ASB.

Sidhu:  This is also my first year in ASUCD.  I’ve been a member of debate clubs, which has given me the ability of analytical thinking that is necessary for this position.

Tanner:  What has been your favorite case of the ASUCD Court?
Koo:  I really can’t choose one.  Everything goes in to how the Court formulates its case law.    

Ziyeh:  I’m not completely familiar with every case in the past, but I know there are going to be a lot of good cases in the future. 

Cano:  How do you feel about deliberations?
Koo:  Personally, having been at Court meetings, I think that’s a matter that’s still going to be discussed.  I don’t want to state an opinion on that now and risk my unbiased position.
Ziyeh:  I also think it’s going to take me a lot more experience within the Court for me to formulate an opinion on that.

Sidhu:  Same with me; I’d like to withhold.

No objections to confirmation.

C. EAC— Kenneth Chambers, Abbie Lieberman, Lauren Levy
Percoco:  They all have good experience and a lot to contribute.

Juarez:  What sort of experience to you have?
Levy:  I was involved in ASUCD my freshman year.  I took a little break and now I’m ready to get back into it. 

Lieberman:  I did some government in high school, but I’m involved in a lot of organizations on campus.

Chambers:  I was a senator at Solano Junior College.
No objections to confirmation.

D. EPPC—  Kristina Bonnett, Gracie Miller, Mike Callahan-Dudley, Manny Rin, Jason Chun 
Moosavi:  Some of these people have attended past meetings, and some of them are already involved in the planning of Earth Week.  

Williams:  What is your favorite Chapter 17 bylaw?

Bonnett:  I don’t know what Chapter 17 is…

Witana:  Just so you know, you don’t have to answer a question if you’d rather not. 

Menovske:  What is your experience relating to environmental issues?
Bonnett:  I’ve previously worked in Sacramento for environmental policy at the Capitol.

Miller:  I’m on the UC Davis debate team.  I specialize in the environmental policies that are thrown at me.  I determine under pressure if they’re too costly, too infeasible.

Callahan-Dudley:  I transferred from the City College in San Francisco.  I was a member of a group called Green Corps, and I’ve worked for GreenPeace as a street canvasser.
Rin:  I’m an intern for CALPIRG.  Our campaign works for sustainability.  I’ve been in charge of a lot of events dealing with environmental issues.

Chun:  I worked on organizing an energy event for a large firm.

No objections to confirmation.

X.  Unit Director Reports
XI.  Ex-Officio Reports
A. Commission Chairs
Smith:  
I set my office hours, and I went to the planning meeting for SPEAK UP.  We set our t-shirt design.  The theme is “open your eyes and speak up”, and we have the events set for each day.  

Cano:  

Monday: I held my office hours from 1:30pm – 2:30pm and nominated my favorite math professor.  I ran my first official IAC meeting. Passed Senate Bill #44 and #46, which were Long-Range Plans on Project Compost and Creative Media.

 

Tuesday: I held office hours from 10-12am,wrote a piece of legislation, and nominated another professor. Later, I briefly attended EPPC.

 

Wednesday: I held office hours 11-12pm, nominated another math professor and discussed election codes with Adam.

 

Thursday: I went to my internship at North Davis Elementary, tutoring 3rd graders in math. Tomorrow I will have office hours from 11-12pm

Moosavi:

-Held Office Hours: M 2-4pm, W 1-3pm

-Met with each new commissioner one-on-one to give them a full explanation on how things work

-Developed Earth Week plans in detail

-Held EPPC meeting

-Attended composting meeting

-Volunteered with composting

-Met with Manny about Calpirg Fee Increases

Percoco:

Music on the Green Meeting

Meeting

Office Hours

Davis Model Lease

Saw legislation

went on a cruise to mexico and built external relations

Shaikh:

Submitted designs for AAC banner and Awards Ceremony flyer

Monday- Held office hours 10-12. Submitted a listserv for awards ceremony. Held meeting, discussed awards ceremony. Met with Manny from CALPIRG about fees.

Tuesday-  emailed Jack and Professor Toupanakis to guest speak at the Awards Ceremony

Will be going through 200ish email professor nominations this weekend.

AAC Vacancy online!!!! TELL YOUR FRIENDS.

B.  Outreach Assembly Speaker
Voyce:

Wednesday 3/31, we awarded Native American Student Union (in collaboration with several other groups) a grant for 136.40 to help purchase sustainable utensils and plates for Native American Culture Days and the annual Powwow next week.

Interviews for Academics and Honors will be held on Wednesday April 7th from 3:30-5pm in the AMC.

We set a date for the Spring Leadership Summit which will be on May 19th, mark your calendars.  And we began discussing the process for awarding the Second Annual Club of the Year.

We will also be holding a open convention on Outreach Assembly to discuss future plans and ways to make the assembly the most effective and relevant.  If you have any opinions or ideas we would love to hear it.  It will be on April 14th from 3-5 in the AMC.

Finally we would like to collaborate with all other commission for hiring and putting on a Hiring Fair/ ASUCD tabling event to help get the word out about all the great opportunities.  If you would like to work with us on that, please let me know!
C.  ASUCD Controller
Chen:  
Some good news:  Jack, Previn, and I are going to be working on telecommunications reform.  We will be having an increase in money, around $5,000.  We are also going to be looking at budgets for units to see where we can cut wasteful spending.  Units will be receiving extra funding for the next fiscal year.  INC meetings, I’ll be scheduling those soon, as well as URSAC.  I’ll be hiring some personnel, a chief of staff and an advertising director.  I’ll be putting up the hiring notice tomorrow.  I want to meet with each and every one of you.  I want to talk about what you’d like to see in units.  

XII.  Elected Officer Reports
A. President
Zwald:  
I held three office hours, and Previn and I are going to be having a fourth.  They are in the Cross Cultural Center, the LGBTRC, and the WRRC.  Previn and I started our telecommunications reform committee this week.  We’re also looking to see if we can get wireless on the third floor.  

B. Vice President
Witana:

Wednesday (before Break)-  I attended the Fall welcome committee which is tasked with planning the events and activities for incoming students during the first month of their arrival at Davis.

Thursday (before Break)- I sat on controller interviews with President Zwald, Mark Champagne, Senators Arce and Tanner, and former Controller Yani

Monday: I held office hours with President Zwald at the LGTBRC center from 9-10AM

Tuesday: I attended the Executive Work Group on Telecommunication Reform to cut wasteful phone services. Currently several units have many activated  Network Access Module(NAMs) that aren’t being used; yet they cost the unit 26$ per module per month. The Cal Aggie is projected to save an additional $3,000 a year from unused NAMs. I also met with Student Regent Candidate Alfredo Mireles of UCSF.

Wednesday: I held office my office hours with President Zwald at the CCC from 11AM to noon, I also met with senator Thongsavat to go over senate platforms

Thursday: I refilled for additional interns. I also would like to commend Justice Meyerhoff taking part in today’s festivities by addressing: “In a controversial 5-4 decision, the ASUCD Supreme Court ruled that the ASUCD Senate is to be immediately dissolved due to violating the Student Bill of Rights.  In response, the President has declared martial law and sent in the ASUCD Secret Police to neutralize the Court.  We expect the rogue Justices to be apprehended shortly, and the Senate restored.”
C. ASUCD Senators
Ekhator:

-I held office hours on the quad monday and wednesday from 2 to 4 pm

-I spoke to the Black Grad coordinators about their budget for my senatorial project

-I attended an ECAC meeting on monday

-started a draft on a spending bill for the ethnic grads
Ho:

As spring rushes in with its fresh air and symbolic glory, the rain still permeates through our clouds while the wait-listing of classes has sent me to 7 different classes so far. Even so, I have been able to be somewhat productive meeting with my interns as well as entertainment council. Lets hope for some sunshine and an awesome spring quarter!
Lee:

This week I started Spring Quarter and worked on the iPhone App committee bill, but there are some problems and we are waiting on a meeting with intellectual property and the university.  Also I have been contacting clubs to discuss using the rebate for picnic day.  

Also spoke with Shawdee Rouhafza re: the ICA resolution, and introduced it to the meeting this week. 

Spoke with Abrham re: a resolution and proposal working with different student groups asking the administration to hire a more diverse faculty. 

More to come next week!
Menovske:

*Set up meeting with the bookstore to follow up on previous Resolution and check in on rental Program progress.

*Received several responses from Department Chairs about making presentations to them about a rental program and implementing Open Educational Resources.

* Posted and began reviewing applications for Spring Quarter Interns

* Met with CALPIRG’s Forest campaign and began discussing possibly funding their purchase of fruit trees.

Romero:


Held office hours Monday and Wednesday. 

Went to Internal Affairs Commission Meeting.
Working on report due next week and planning out of quarter.

Met with Student Transfer Center to discuss more needs of transfer students.

Met with a few senators to discuss  plans for this quarter and clarify questions I had.
Rombi:

This week I held my office hours on Monday and Wednesday from 11-12 and Tuesday and Thursday from 12-1. 

This week was the kick off week for composting in the MU so the majority of my week was taken up with that. On Monday evening from 5-7 I conducted an informational meeting that all of the volunteers were required to come to so they had a full understanding of how to correctly compost and help others do the same. 

The rest of the week (during my office hours) I helped these volunteers and groups correctly compost by managing their time and also by standing in front of the bins myself. 

Today I helped participate in the Davis Model Lease Focus Group and I met with Manny from CALPIRG. I also received an email today from the director of Campus Copies informing me that, as of today, their readers have doubled and they are still receiving orders for more.
Tanner:

Welcome back!

On Monday I held office hours in the Senate Office from 10 to 12, during which time I planned for my intern meetings.  I met with Selisa Romero at 1:30 to discuss our goals for the quarter.  At 3 I met with Darwin to discuss a film screening opporunity of the film "The Garden" with the organization Campus Progress.  I also attended IAC that evening.

On Tuesday I met with a representative of CalPIRG at 10:30 to discuss their fee increase proposal.  I held my public office hours at the LGBTRC from 11 to 12 and then at the WRRC from 12 to 1.  At 4 I met with Sing Wang to discuss plans for the Womyn's Leadership Conference in Winter 2011.  Later I attended the GASC meeting.

On Wednesday I had a meeting with the Legislative interns Marisa and Ali from 1 to 2 in the Senate office.  I attended a meeting with PEACE at 5:30, and then informally discussed the piece of urgent legislation about ICA with members of the CCC community.

On Thursday I met again with Sing to continue our planning.  I then attended a focus group for the Model Lease Program at 12:30.  At 3:30 I met with my Program interns Cam, Celia, and Emma.  I then met with Thongyx, the director of EC.
Thongsavat:

This week I attended the following commission meetings: External Affairs, Business and Finance, and Environmental Policy and Planning.   

I also meet with John Mott-Smith, State of California Election czar on Wednesday March 31st, to discuss possible changes to ASUCD elections codes.  

Other meetings include talks with Geoff Straw, Unitrans General Manager, Previn Witana, ASUCD Vice President, and Paul Cody, Picnic Day Advisor.  

I also attended the Focus Group on Renter's Rights on Thursday April 1st, 2010.  

In addition to other activities, I held office hours on Tuesday from 2-4 pm and Thursday 2-3 pm.

Lastly, I am happy to announce I hired my third intern, Tiffany Lee, 2nd year International Relations, Spanish, and Economics major.  

Walz:

Over spring break I took some time to look over parliamentary procedure and read the bylaws.  I also collaborated with Andre about the App committee bill proposal. 

On Monday I held two of my office hours in the Senate Office from 10a.m to 12p.m.  

On Tuesday I went to the External Affairs Commission meeting to explain a bill that I am introducing for Jackie Falk.  

During my other two office hours on Wednesday I met with Manny Rin from CALPIRG to discuss his fee proposal increase for the California Public Interest Group.  I also met with Jackie Falk to discuss the commission meeting and her resolution.  

XIII.  New Student Court Cases/Prior Weeks Verdicts/ASUCD Court Announcements
XIV.  Consideration of Old Legislation
A. SB #46 Hartstein—Cano—tabled 
B. SB #44 Navarro

Navarro:  I’m sorry the unit director didn’t show up; I emailed her about three times and she didn’t respond.  The commissions helped me out with this Long-Range Plan a lot.  Hopefully we can get this passed tonight.

Cano:  Long-Range Plans are very exciting for IAC.  We spent maybe an hour discussing this, and the commission was very pleased.

Williams:  We saw this two nights ago; we didn’t have any problems with this financially.  The three abstentions were due to absence.

Public Discussion:

Ho:  Are there currently any electric week whackers?

Moosavi:  They have one but they said they don’t use it very often.

Percoco:  Are you planning to outreach to any other restaurants besides Ali Baba’s?
Speaker:  Just Ali Baba’s, because that’s the only restaurant that’s close enough to walk to.

Cano:  Project Compost is pretty busy; right now they cannot take care of the city’s demands as well as the university’s.

Senate Discussion:

Lee:  I think this is great.  Thank you for doing this.  

Rombi:  We think this is really great.  Thank you again.

Rombi calls Senate Bill #44 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Bill #44.  
C. SR #27 Falk
Falk:  Hi, I’m Jacque.  I’m getting an all-expense paid trip with representatives from every Greek house to lobby in DC.  I was urged to pass a resolution supporting the legislation in DC.  The current Collegiate Housing and Infrastructure Act prevents people from donating to not-for-profit organizations like fraternities and sororities and getting a tax write-off.  

Percoco:  We did pass this, but with a 5-4 vote.  We talked about this for a while, but we still had questions that we didn’t feel got answered.  We recognized that this will help provide cheaper housing to students, but we weren’t sure if the benefits outweigh the cost.  We weren’t sure exactly what falls under the housing qualification.  We also have never really heard of it being an issue before, with houses not being able to keep up with safety regulations; can’t it be paid for with rent or dues?  Also, how can we be sure that the money that is donated goes to these repairs?  I think overall, it’s a good thing, but I have a lot of questions.
Falk:  Regarding paying it with dues, we have a separate house corporation that pays for it because the houses aren’t paid off yet.  Installing these things can be hundreds of thousands of dollars.  If the goal is to make living in these houses cheaper, abd that wouldn’t achieve it.  
Lee:  Is the $150 million the money being lost to the government by not gaining tax revenue?

Falk:  That’s what I’m assuming because it’s not costing taxpayers anything.

Lee:  The people who do belong to Greek organizations in EAC did vote no on this, and that’s pretty interesting to me.  Did they give any reasoning?

Percoco:  The only person who spoke about that felt that her sorority could already afford it.  

Voyce:  How does this differentiate between collegiate housing and non-collegiate housing?  Would people find a loophole by renting out a room in their house to a student?

Walz:  I think what wasn’t understood at the commission meeting was that the $148 million over ten years is just money that the government isn’t going to get.  If you’re going to make a donation to anything that’s tax deductable, you’re going to be a lot more likely to make a donation.  A lot of city ordinances force these buildings to close if they are not retrofitted for sprinklers and other safety measures.  
Falk:  Just Greek housing alone at UC Davis has 400 people, which is bigger than the resolution you just passed.

Arce:  As a Greek member, I want to say that it’s very important in maintaining that ability to continue living there very affordably.  When you have brothers who graduate, just like sports, they want to give back to their houses.  
Arce motions to move to Senate Discussion.

Arce calls Senate Resolution #17 to question.

Menovske objects.  

Menovske: As part of the Greek community, we have such a small community that we can’t afford to get a house, and I support anything that would make getting a house more affordable.

Menovske calls Senate Resolution #27 to question.

No objections to passing Senate Resolution #27.
UGENT LEGISLTION—Rouhafza

Rouhafza:  I want to thank all the athletes for being here, because never have I seen an athlete in this room before.  Briefly, there’s been a $1.7 million cut to athletics, resulting in a cut of 5 sports teams.  This will prevent some students from pursuing a degree in higher education and prevent students from pursuing a sport they love.  It will also mean that some coaches will not be able to continue their work at this university.  This reflects the shift in our university to a model that only supports large scale athletics that bring in revenue.  We are asking for a one year transition period so that we can raise the funds to try and save our sports.  Even more degrading is the last-minute way in which many athletes found out about this: an Aggie article.
Public Discussion:
Lee:  I want to thank Shawdee for writing this with her colleagues.  I really appreciate that all of you came tonight.  I think that this is an excellent piece of legislation; if anything, I would only make cosmetic changes to it.  This is something that could have been avoided, and can still be avoided.  I urge a speedy passage.

Rouhafza:  As many of you all know, Chancellor Katehi stated explicitly that there would be higher reductions in athletics, including the P.E. department.  This amounts to a $2.4 million cut to athletics, directly affecting 300 student athletes and 30 coaches.  Coaches get paid to be both coaches and P.E. teachers.  Katehi has placed a burden on the athletic department to pay coaches for being both a coach and a P.E. teacher, which we are not able to afford.  This cut is a direct violation of the 1994 referendum, which states that UC Davis shall have 23 sports.  Eight core values have been set for athletics; one is that funding will come from the institution, not from external sources.  Another value was that the university shall increase, not decrease, the number of sports.  Both of these values have been violated.  The Chancellor’s image of athletics does not accurately reflect UC Davis.  Our Chancellor has a $400,000 base pay rate, and countless benefits, which have only increased at the same time that our fees have gone up.
Tanner:  Though I understand why this needs to be urgent I think, I would like to be as informed as possible.  When did Katehi announce this?

Rouhafza:  A February 5th letter.

Tanner:  Did she state where the funds would be going?

Rouhafza:  We haven’t been told where the money is going.

Tanner:  How does ICA help students “achieve academic success”?

Rouhafza:  One thing that I can think of is that ICA provides tutoring to student athletes.

Speaker:  We also have a GPA requirement.

Zwald:  I was elected recently to represent the students, and that includes student athletes.  I’m going to start with some bad news: the UC is undergoing some terrible budget cuts.  ICA needs to, unfortunately, line up with other organizations and take a cut; there’s no way around it.  But the University cannot violate a referendum.  In regards to getting back t the ICA proposal—talking to Matt and other leaders, they have an alternate proposal that would cut the same amount of money but at different intervals that will take less of a toll on student athletes.

Herman:  We need this resolution to be passed so that coaches’ situation can be taken into consideration.  We need to prevent students’ opportunities from being cut.

Zwald:  The Senate can stand with these students and say yes we need to make a cut, but we need to make the right cut, not one that violates a democratically decided upon referendum.
Tanner:  I don’t think that the administration is the one violating the referendum; I thought it was the Athletics Department who was getting rid of the teams.

Herman:  Since our teachers are teacher-coaches, they also teach a P.E. class.  The funding for PE instruction is the only funding that Katehi can touch, and she’s taking it away.

Williams:  Really what this seems like, a $2.4 million dollar cut, it doesn’t seem like it would be saving the university necessarily, but more like going towards building a bronze statue of Katehi somewhere.
Herman:  In 48 hours we were able to collect 2100 signatures from the student body to save intercollegiate athletics.  As student athletes, we always try to stand on the shoulders of those who came before us.  And that is what the 1994 referendum was; that was students who went to this university and wanted to keep at least 23 teams on this campus.

Tanner:  Can you please explain “300 students forced to transfer”?
Rouhafza:  After a year they won’t have a scholarship to stay here or be able to compete on a team.

Tanner:  If the cuts are not coming from athletics, where would they be coming from?

Herman:  One proposal was to have all the teams give up some portion of their budget rather than preventing some teams from being able to compete.  We are also expecting the administrators to be taking cuts as well, however they have told us that they will not be taking cuts, and maintaining the same number of athletic administrators.  We have crunched the numbers of what will happen when they get rid of the teams.  When they do this, the women’s cost per athlete will go down, but the men’s will go up, and that is not a gender-equitable decision in my opinion.

Tanner:  It’s in my knowledge that there is currently a Title IX case against UC Davis that was settled outside of court, which decided that funding for female athletes would be increased.

Herman:  Title IX requires us to maintain 55% of athletic funding for women.  That will still be maintained even though the overall funding is decreasing.
Darcy:  This wasn’t told to us in an amount of time where we can save our teams.  There have been meetings, and they told us that we can’t do anything.  As a student athlete, that’s both frustrating and disappointing.  We’ve been going to our alumni, getting sponsorships, and fundraising.  I think what makes Davis incredible is that we’re not looking to get the national title; we’re looking to support the student athlete.  We want to show the administration that we want an opportunity to save our teams.

Juarez:  Did the Athletics department take the 10% cut that all other departments have taken?
Herman:  I have heard that the coaches have had their salaries decreased.

Darcy:  Most teams do separate fundraising as well to fund travelling.

Juarez:  Are the alternatives you mentioned in the proposal given to the athletics director?  You said that the proposed budget cuts were by Katehi, but it’s the Athletics department that’s deciding where the cuts are going?

Herman:  Yes, the athletics directors have decided which teams are getting cut.

Juarez:  I guess I don’t understand why this isn’t being addressed to the athletics administration.

Herman:  The cuts right now are just focused on the Athletics Department.  We can meet the proposed cuts, not by getting rid of these 9 teams, but by cutting from every sport. 

Josef Stetz:  I’m a freshman here; I’m on the men’s swim team.  I’d like to start by saying I am a student athlete: student first, and then athlete.  Part of being a student is living by the Principles of Community.  First of all, I’d like to touch on “build a true community of spirit and purpose”.  What is better for creating a spirited atmosphere than athletics?  That’s spirit in its core essence.  I’d say that what they’re proposing with cutting the sport teams doesn’t really show respect or caring.  I came to this school because I love UC Davis.  I’m from a small town, and I came to Davis and was amazed by the mutual respect and caring.  We were told with so little time to actually do anything, it was almost an attempt to create a repressive state in all of us.  
Thongsavat:  This resolution is pretty straightforward.  We have a lot of sports teams who want to contribute.  UC Davis is not always the most invigorated campus; we can be pretty apathetic at times.  These cuts are affecting everything from textiles to women’s studies, to athletics, which we are seeing here tonight.  Just like any other part of campus, student athletes make a contribution to the campus.  This is their way of making UC Davis holistic.  This is the least that we can do to make sure that we give this very simple tool, a Senate Resolution, to say that we support you.
Rouhafza:  Athletics is more than just competing and travelling; it also empowers women to compete in a sport that they love.  It does increase retention rates.  It gives low-income families a chance to pursue a higher education, and it unifies the campus with Aggie pride.  To finish my speech, I wanted to let the Senate Table know that even other schools competing in the Big West Conference will be affected.  If Davis can’t compete, there won’t be enough teams in the conference to make the winner eligible to compete in NCAA.  We’re here today to ask you to do not what the administration is doing, which is silencing the students.  We need to express our unity and solidarity for the students.  UCD athletics is so much more than just sports; it gives students a reason to stay motivated, challenged, and unified.  We may be athletes, but above all, we are student athletes, and we are asking help from our student government.  

Menovske:  These students put in 20 hours a week of practice.  If I ever tried to do anything like that, I’d end up in the hospital.  When I came to Davis, I thought about joining the track team, but the time commitment is so great that I didn’t think it would be feasible.  The biggest question I can think of is where the money is going to come from if we’re not going to cut ICA.  This is a very important issue, and we need to stick to our commitments, stick to the two referendums that have been passed in the past.

Yani:  A lot of these cuts are basically bullshit that represents and unsettling trend that the administration is following.  All of these referenda are contracts passed with the intention of getting specific results.  By making these cuts to athletics and taxing reserves, they are basically violating these referenda, which brings into question whether or not we should even make them in the future.  We need to keep this up and put pressure on Katehi.

Raridon:  How many people here are part of a community that is not part of the athletic community?  How many people here have felt the effects of budget cuts before this cut to ICA?  Because you are here now, you have become activists.  If you really want to fight this, you need to take this outside of this building.  Fight it here, and fight it out there.

Herman:  If we let the athletic administrators deny the 2003 and 1994 referendums, what’s to stop them from violating other agreements?

Lee:  I feel like a lot of us are in support of this, but I have one more question: what is the next step going to be as far as persuading the university administration to reconsider?

Herman:  There is a coaches’ proposal that will do the cuts differently, which right now the ICA is refusing.  If we really wanted to, we can lead a march on Mrak.  I think the administrators are going to wake up to a lot of angry phone calls tomorrow.

Corrine:  I’m an alumni, and I’m here to offer historical perspective.  I was one of the referendum people.  I was very proud to be an Aggie, but we had a 30% budget cut.  I helped lead a march on Mrak.  We voted in ‘93 and ‘94, and the students decided that they wanted 23 sports on this campus.  What I fear is that if this institution can go against that referendum, they can violate all kinds of agreements.  When you take away teams, you are taking away coaches who are also teachers and teach students different sports and fitness skills.  This is important because it is the only route for students who aren’t able to pay other organizations for fitness classes.

Speaker:  IFC as well as Panhellenic is strongly behind our students here; these sports can maintain their own fiscal responsibility.  We’re standing behind our student athletes.  

Williams:  I don’t think this has been asked yet: which sports are being cut?

Herman:  This process has been so secretive, that we don’t actually know.  There are speculations that it’s going to be the “non-revenue-generating” sports, more like the sports that represent diversity.  Men’s and women’s water polo is being looked at, field hockey, rowing.

Williams:  Who are you going to be asking for funding?

Herman:  Everybody.  A lot of alumni and sport communities.

Speaker:  Just this past week, we handed out letters to parents, and overall, they were behind this.  All over the country, people are learning about this.  We can get support anywhere.  Men’s water polo has gotten something like $400,000 already.  We’re just looking for a chance to raise money and support ourselves.  Yes money does need to be taken from somewhere, but we’d rather you cut our funding than our sport.  

Williams:  How is the administration allowed to break this referendum?  Are we allowed to sue them?

Herman:  We have started to look at whether these referenda have any legal standing; however, the way that they were written included a lot of loopholes.  Right now, they’re throwing these out the window.  The Hickey Gymnasium was built in 1939: that was during the Great Depression.  I think getting the support of the students would go a lot further than legal support.

Ekhator motions to go into Senate Discussion

Tanner objects.

Tanner:  I have proposed amendments that I would like the public to be able to respond to.

Ekhator withdraws his motion.

Ekhator:  The fact that these sports give opportunities to underrepresented students is enough for me to be in support of this.  

Abrham:  I feel like this cut that’s being implemented right now is representing a continuing trend.  Gender education was cut, self-defense was cut, the LGBTRC has been cut almost yearly, so this is just proof that this trend is continuing.  

Tanner:  I came into this meeting expecting a big fight.  It’s basically because of the language of this referendum.  I am completely supportive of the discourse that is happening in this room, but it’s not the same discourse that’s happening in this resolution.  I think the third Therefore clause needs to be completely stricken.  I feel like the language of this clause is very attacking.  
Tanner motions to amend the Urgent Resolution.

No objections.

Castillo-Ruiz:  I still have a little bit of a problem with the wording because the resolution is supposed to address the administration of the chancellor; I feel like it needs to be changed to address the athletics administration.  

Rouhafza:  I’d like to keep it “administration” because it’s a little more general; it’s dealing with higher authority in general.

Castillo-Ruiz:  Would it be more beneficial to have in the Therefore clauses the specific names of the athletic administrators?
Ekhator:  When you specifically name those who you are addressing, it leads to more accountability.
Juarez:  Can we put specific names on the resolution?

Rouhafza:  If you want, every time it says “administration” you can add “and ICA administration”.

Rombi:  I think it would be a good idea to be a little more specific.

Rombi motions to amend the Urgent Resolution. 

Menovske objects.

With a 9-3-0 vote, the amendment is made.

Menovske motions to move into Senate Discussion
Senate Discussion:

Menovske:  I feel like all these people are here and didn’t anticipate being here this long; so I think we should pass this already.

Arce:  Thank you all for coming.  I have here the California Aggie, and it explains how Katehi said that these programs should be able to bring in their own revenue.  She compared sports to the School of Law and the School of Management and the Mondavi Center.  If you have any ideas for fundraising, please contact me because that was one of my platform goals.

Arce calls the Urgent Resolution to question.

Thongsavat objects.

Thongsavat:  Sergio has some questions in text.
Juarez calls the Urgent Resolution to question.

No objections to passing the Urgent Resolution.

Rombi motions for a 15-minute break at 8:08 PM.

Meeting resumes at 8:25 PM.

Absent:  Zwald (left early), Raridon
XV. Other Business
XVI. Public Discussion

Carlson:  My name is Dominic Carlson; I work for Student Housing.  I’m going to pass around sign ups for volunteers for Fall Welcome Committee.  This is a very useful week for freshman, and we really need student involvement.  There are 13 people on the committee, and currently I’m the only student.  
Voyce:  Does my freshman outreach know about this committee?

Carlson:  Yeah, absolutely.

Juarez:  Have current freshmen been encouraged to join this committee?

Carlson:  We’ve sent out emails and we’ve been disappointed by the response.  We want to you to help us by inviting freshmen from any groups you are in contact with.

Juarez:  Who comprises this committee?

Carlson:  Richard, the Office of Student Development head, and members of the public, including the Downtown Business Association.  The Aggie Pack person and one of the assistants to the Chancellor shows up.  
Lee:  I think one of the problems with the bulletin boards in the DCs is that there’s not really a clear place within ASUCD that’s in charge of maintaining them.  

Cano:  Last year it was the executive office that put a bunch of posters up during spring quarter.  I would propose publicizing Senate meetings on those boards.  

Rombi:  My issue’s a little different.  Is SGAO still coming in to talk to us?
Witana:  SGAO is definitely coming in next meeting.

Percoco:  External Affairs Commission was successful in getting a bulletin board in the CoHo, and we got five questions.  Does anyone have any suggestions for how to answer these questions?
Williams:  Send them out to the listserv.

Percoco:  We also want to profile a different senator or project each time.

Ekhator:  Cultural Week is coming up.  I urge everyone to show up and show the student body that their government is really invested in diversity.

Menovske:  Andre, how well did your napping event go?

Lee:  As far as numbers, I didn’t expect a whole ton of people, but I think there were around 30.  One thing that did come out of it was that they passed around surveys and questionnaires for students to fill out on their sleep habits.  

Menovske:  So a room that’s normally packed around finals week, 30 students used it?
Lee:  Yes.

Raridon:  Next weekend is going to be the Davis Feminist Film Festival, which is going to be awesome.  It’s the 9th through the 10th.  You can buy tickets at the Women’s Center.  Also, so I have not commented on “you guys” this year at all.  But lately, maybe it’s just because I’ve been repressing it, I just want to remind you that the phrase “you guys” is gendered.  

Lee:  Addressing Senator Menovske’s comments, it wasn’t a jam-packed house, but I think HEP does a really good job of providing students with health information.  Campus Unions already thought it was a good idea, and if we hadn’t passed the resolution, the event still would have happened, probably with less people.  Also, Decision UC Davis is going on the 16th.  The freshmen are going to be herded around with really abbreviated tours.  I was thinking of getting a table out there for ASUCD.  I was wondering if anyone would be interested in pursuing that or doing it on the 16th.  

Rombi:  Where would the table go?  I don’t really remember there being any tables.
Lee:  We had a transfer student event a few weeks ago, and they had tables in Freeborn Hall.  
XVII. Any Other Business

Media Board:

Tanner is elected the Senate designee to Media Board.
Internet and Networking Committee:

Andre Lee is elected the Senate designee to INC.

Unit Resources and Space Allocation Committee (URSAC):
Senators Walz and Thongsavat are elected Senate designees to URSAC.
XVIII. Adjournment

Meeting adjourns at 11:00 PM.
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